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PREFACE. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the miikipUcity of School- 
Books now in usCj it has been often svg^ested^ that a 
Selection calculated particularly for Dialogue and De* 
clamationj would be of extensive utility in our seminar 
ries. 

The art of Oratory needs no encomium* To cultivate 
its rudiments^ and diffuse its spirit among the ToutL 
of America^ is the design of this BooL 

Of the many pieces which this volume contains, 
three only are to be found in any publication of the 
kind. A large proportion is entirely original* To those, 
u^o have assisted him in this part, the author returns 
iSw warmest acknowledgments. 
-» The COLUMBIAN ORATOR is designed for a 
Second Part to the AMERICAN PRECEPTOR; for 
is reason, no pieces are inserted from that book. 
^ As ho advantage could arise from a methodical ar- 
rangement, the Author has preferred variety to sfs^ 
^em* In his choice of materials, it has been his object 
select such as should inspire the pupil with the ar* 
^our of elo^ence, and the love of virtue. He has spar* 
^d no pains to render the Work, in every respect, 
Worthy of the generous patronage, which a liberal 
ublic have bestowed on his former publications. 

Boston, May 17, 1797. 
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COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Oekeral Directions tor Speaking; extracted 

FROi« VARIOUS Authors. 



OF PRONUNCIATION IN GENERAL. 



THE best judges among the ancients have rep-^* 
sented ProDunciation, which .they likewise. called 
Actiop^ as the prioc^pal part of an oratorV, province; 
from v^hence he is chiejUy to expect success in the art 
of petsuasion. Wh» Ciceco, in the person ol\Craasus9 
has largely and elegantly disppursed iipon ajl the other 
parts of oratory, comi^ig at last to speakof thisyhc says, 
^^ AU the former havie .iheir:efFect as they are ;pronQua« 
ced. Jx is the actionalone which gavems in speakiiu;; 
without Wrhidi the hesit .Q]:at(n' is of no value; and is 
«ften deleated hy onie^^ in rOther i e^pect^ i9Mch his in* 
fiexior.'' And >be letjs us know,.d)at Aemostbenea was 
of the same opinion; uv^bp, vfi\w M ^k^s asked wha^ 
was the pr^ H:ipal thJBig inoratoiy,he,re,plrie)d,.AcViQn; 
and being 4sked ^ain ja second Wl- .thir^ .time^ w^hat 
waa «^t'poM(id^ral>](e,Jie>stiU^n^,th^ j^nf^^u^^ 
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And, indeed, if he had not judged this highly ne« 
cessaiy for an orator, he would scarcely have taken so 
much pains in correcting those natural defects, under 
which he laboured at first, in order to acquire it. For 
he had both a weak voice, and likewise an impediment 
in his speech, so that he could not pronounce distincdy 
some particular letters. The former of which defects 
he conquered, partly by speaking as loud as he could 
upon the shore, when the sea roared and was boiste- 
rous; and partly by pronouncing long periods as he 
walked up hill; both of which methods contributed to 
strengthen his voice. And he found means to render 
his pronunciation more clear and articulate, by the 
help of some litde stones put under his tongue. Nor 
was he less careful in endeavouring to gain the habit 
of a becoming and decent gesture; for which purpose 
he used to pronounce his discourses alone before a 
large glass. And because he had an ill custom of 
drawing up his shoulders when he spoke, to amend 
that, he used to place them under a sword, which 
hung over him with the point downward. 

Such pains did this prince of the Grecian orators 
take to remove . those difficulties, which would have 
been sufficient to discourage an inferior, and less aspi- 
ring genius. And to how great a perfection he arrived 
inJiis acticti under all these disadvantages, by his inde- 
fatigable diligence and application, is evident from the 
confession of his great adversary and rival in orator}'', 
Eschines; who, when he could not bear the disgrace of 
being worsted by Demosthenes in the cause of Ctesi- 
phon, retired to Rhodes. And being desired by the in- 
habitants, he rebited to them his own oration upon that 
occasion; the next day they requested of him to let thehi 
hear that of Demosthenes; which, having pronounced 
in a most graceful manner, to the admiration of all who 
were present, " How much more (says he) would yoi^ 
have wondered,if you hadheard himspeak ij himself P* 

We might add to these authorities the judgment of 
Quintilian; t?ho says, that ^^ It is not of so much mo* 
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ment what our coinpo3itk>n9 ^re« «s bow they fire pro- 
nounced; sioce it ift the fn^nner ol* the delivery^ by 
which Uie audience is moved*" 

The truth of thi$ ftentment pf the ancieutfS^ cpn- 
cemtog the psiwerand eficacy of proouaciatioiXi mighi 
be proved from many tnstiinccs; but one or two m^y 
here suffice* Hortenskq^ 9 CQtefn4)orary with Cicero^ 
and while living, oext to hito in j^piHation as an ora- 
tor, was hi^y applauded &r his action. But his ora* 
tions after his deaths as Quinhliao tells us« did not 
appear answerable to his chara^cter; from whence ha 
justly concludes, there must have been something 
pleasing when he apoke, }py which h^ gained his 
character, which was knt in reading them* 

fittt -perhaps there is scarcely a moi« conaiderable 
mstafiee of ^b itban in Cic^o himself. After the 
death of Pompey^ when Cesar h^d gottisn the govern* 
inent into Jbis owaa handoi many of his acquahttance 
ixrtenceded wiilh him in behalf of their relations and 
fitjeada^ who J^ad 4>6en of die conli^sry party in '^ 
late wars. Amov^ othem, Cinero solicited for his friend 
Ligaxfiua; which, Tjttbero undereianding, who owed 
I^igariias a grudge, opposed; andiimdenopk to reprai- 
seme him to Ceaar as unworthy of his im^rfy. Cfraar 
hbnoeilf was prgudioeri agalast J^garius; ivad thecer 
fioire, wibon da!e cauae isras fio cstme ib^ne jkim »iie wd^ 
" We may venture to hear -Cicero display his do«» 
qiienocs; for I know ihe person h^ pleada for to be an 
ill aaaa, and my enemy.^' 

Bdii: Ihowierer in the course of Us joration, Cicero we 
wro^E^ upon his passions, that by the fiaeqUemt altera^ 
don in his cmmtettaaoe, the emotions of his miaid wiene 
V'Cry cQnapicuou&. And when he camn) to touch upra 
the batdetof Pharsalm, whidi badgivjsn Cesar ^cm^ 
pire .of the world, he refaiesented it m such « OBDn^g 
aad lively apanner, that Cesar >coidd no longer aootain 
himself, hut was thvown into anach^a^ jof shiveringy 
that he dropped die papers which be held in his hand* 
That was themoreremarkable^becanse Cesar was him- 
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self one of the greatest orsltors of that age; knew all the 
arts of address, and avenues to the passions; and con- 
sequently was better prepared to guard against them. 

But neither hh skill, nor resolution of mind, was of 
sufficient force against the power of oraiory; but the 
conqueror of the world became a conquest to th6 
charms of Cicero*s eloquence; so that, contrary to his 
intention, he pardoned Ligarius. NoW that oration is 
still extant, and appears exceedingly well calculated to 
touch the soft and tender passions and springs of the 
soul; but we believe it can scarcely be discernible to 
any, in reading it, how it should have had so surpris- 
ing an effect; which must therefore have been chiefly 
owing to the wonderful address of the speaker. 

The more natural the pronunciation is, the more 
moving it will be; since the perfection of art consists 
in its nearest resemblance to nature. And therefore 
it is not without good reason, that the ancients ihake 
it one qualification of an orator, that he be ^Lgoodmsai; 
because a person of this character will make the cause 
he espouses his o>Vn; and the more sensibly he "is 
touched with it himself, the more natural will be his 
action; and, of course, the more easily will he affect 
others. Cicero says, " It is certain that -truth (by 
which he means nature) in every thing excels imita^ 
tion; but if that were sufficient of itself in action, we 
should have no occasion for art." 

In his opinion therefore (and who was ever a better 
judge?) art, in this case, as well as in many others, if 
well managed, will assist and improve nature. But this 
is not all; for sometimes we find the force of it so great 
and powerful, that, where it is wholly counterfeit, it 
will for the time work the same effect as if it were 
founded in truth. This is well known" to those who. 
have been conversant with the representations of the 
theatre: In tragedies, though we are sensible that 
every thing we see and hear is counterfeit, yet such is 
the power of action, that we are oftentimes affected 
by it in the same manner as if it were all reality. 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR 1 1 

Anger and resentment at the appearance of cruelty, 
concern and solicitude for distressed virtue, rise incur 
breasts; and tears are extorted from us for oppressed 
innocence: though at the same time, perhaps, we are 
ready to laugh at ourselves for being thus decoyed. 
If art then has so great ^ influence upon us, -when 
supported by fancy and imagination only, how power- 
ful must be the effect of a just and lively representa- 
tion of what we know to be true. 

How agreeable it is, both to nature and reason, that 
a warmth of expression and vehemency of motion 
should fise in proportion to the importance of the sub- 
ject and concern of the speaker, will further appear by 
looking back a little into the more early and simple 
ages of the world. For the higher we go, the more we 
shall find of both. The Romans had a vej^ great ta- 
lent this way, and the Greeks a greater. The eastern 
nations excelled in it, and particularly the Hebrews. 

Nothing can equal the strength and vivacity of the 
figures they employed in their discourse, and the very 
actions they used to express their sentiments; such as 
putting ashes on their heads, and tearing their gar- 
ments, and covering themselves with sackcloth under 
any deep distress and sorrow of mind. And hence, 
no doubt, arose those surprising effects of eloquence 
which we never experience now. 

And what is said here, with respect to the action erf 
the eastern nations, was in a good measure customary 
among the Greeks and Romans; if not entirely of the 
same kind, yet perhaps as vehement and expressive. 

They did not think language of itself sufficient to ex- 
press the height of their passions, unless enforced by 
uncommon motions and gestures. Thus, when Achil- 
les had driven the Trojans into their city with the 
greatest precipitation and terror, and only Hector ven- 
tured to tarry without the gates to engage him. Homer 
represents botfx king Priam and his queen under the 
highest consternation for the danger of their son. And 
therefore, in oi'der to prevail with him to come into the 
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^i^ ftfid not fight vrkh Achilka, they not only entreat 
him (torn the w^B m the itio»t tender and moviftg 
lEi6gaage imagitlable) but they tear oif their gray locks 
vtkh their ha^^ atid adjure kim to coin|dy with their 
request. \ 

The poet ktest very welt that no words of them- 
selves could represeiit those agonies of mind he en- 
deavoured to convey, unless heightened by the ide^ of 
such actions as were expressive of the deepest sorrow* 
Ii^ one of Cicero's orationS) he does not stick to argue 
in this manner with his adversary. *^ Would you talk 
tfcus (says he) if you were serious? Would you, who 
are wont to disfday your eloqufnce so warmly in the 
danger of others, act so coldly in your own? Where is 
that concern, that ardour which used to extort pity 
eVen from children? Here is no emotion either of mind 
or body; neither the forehead struck, nor the thigh; 
nor so much as a stamp of the foot. Therefore, you 
have been so far from inflaming our mi^ds, that you 
have» scarcely kept jus awake." 

The iEmcients had persoiis, whose proper business it 
was to teaeh them how to regulate and manage their 
voice; and others, who instructed them in the whole 
art of pronunciation, both as to their Voice and ges- 
tures* These latter were generally taken from the thea- 
tre, being some eminent experienced actors. But tho' 
thiey made use of actors to instruct their youth in form- 
ing their speech and gestures, yet the action of an ora- 
tor was very different from that of the theatre. 

Cicero very pkinlyrepresents this distinction, in th^ 
words of Crassus; wnen speaking of orators, he says, 
« The motions of the body ought to be suited to the 
tepresrions, tiot in a theatrical way, mimicking the 
Vrords by particular gissticulations; but in a manner 
expres^ve of the general sense; with a sedate and man- 
ly inflection of the sides; not taken from the stage and 
actors, but from dit-exerdse of arms at^d the palestra." 
Aiid QuirttlHan says to t3\e same purpose, ** Everjr 
gesltul^ *ttd tftotiott of tJ#e comediatos i^ftotto be imi- 
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tated; nor to the same degree.'' They thought the 
action of the theatre too light and extravagant for the 

I imitation of an orator; and therefore, though they 

i employed actors to inform young persons in the first 
rudiments, yet they were afterwards sent to sefQ>ols, 
designed on purpose to teach them a decent and 
graceful management of their bodies* 

\ Being thus far prepared, they were afterwards sent 

to the schools of the rhetoricians. And here, as their 
business was to cultivate their style, and gain the whole 
art of eloquence, so particularly to acquire a just and 
accurate pronunciation by those exercises, in which for 
that end they were constantly employed* Nor, after 
all this pains and industry^ did they yet think them- 
selves sufficiently qualified to take upon them the cha- 
racter of orators. But it was their constant- custom to 
get together some of their friends find acquaintance, 
who were proper judges of such perfiormances, and 
declaim before them in private. 

The business of these persons was to mak^? observa- 
tions both on their language and pronunciation. And 
they were allowed the greatest freedom to take notice 
of any thing thought to be amiss, either as to inaccuracy 
of fnctbod, impropriety of style, or indecency of tfieir 
voice or actions. This gave them an opportunity to 
correct any such defects at Erdt, before they became 
habitual. What effects might not justly be expected 
from such an institution? Persons trained up in this 

^. manner, with all those advantages, joined to a good 

natural genius, could not fail of making very complete 

orators. Though even after they came to appear^in 

' public they did not lay aside the custom of declaiming. 

The influence of sounds, either to rai^e or allay our 

|-^ passions, is evident irom nausic. And certainly the 
harmony of a fine discourse, well and gracefully pro- 
nounced, is as capable of moving us, if not in a way 

K so violent and ecstatic, yet not less powerful, and more 
agreeable to our rational faculties. As persons are dif- 
ferently affected when they speak, so they natur^y 
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alter the tone of their voice, though they do not attend 
to it. It rises, sinks, and has various inflections given 
it, according to the present state and disposition of the 
mind. When the mind is calm and sedate, the voice is 
mod^^rate and even; when the former is dejected with 
sorrow, thelatter is languid; and when thatis inflatned 
by passion, this is elevated. 

It is the orator's business, therefore, to follow nature, 
and to endeavour that thetoneof his voice appear natural 
and unaffected. And for this end, he must take care to 
suit it to the nature of the subject; but still so as to be 
always grave and decent. Some persons contioue a 
discourse in such a low and drawling manner, that they 
can scarcely be heard by their audience. Others again 
hurry on in so loud and boisterous a manner, as if 
they imagined their hearersvvere deaf. But all the mu- 
sic and harmony of voice lie between these ^treme^* 
Perhaps nothing is. of more importance to a speaker, 
than a propei^ attention to accent, emphasis, and ca- 
dence. Every word in our language, of more than one 
syllable, has, at least, one accented syllable. This sylla- 
ble ought to be rightly known, and the word should be 
pronounced by the speaker in the same manner as he 
would pronounce it in ordinary conversation. By em- 
phasis, we distinguish those words in a sentence whith 
we esteem the moA important, by laying a"^ greater 
stress of voice upon them than we do upon the others? 
And it is surprisii^g to observe how the sense of a 
phrase may be altered by .varying the emphasis. The 
following example will serve as an illustration. 
' . This short question, "Will you ride to town to- 
day?" may be understood in four different ways, and, 
ccmsequently, may receiye four different answers, ac- 
cording, to the placing of the emphasis. 

If it be ^pronounced thus: Will you ride to town 
to-day? >e answer may properly be; No; I shall send 
my ^on.. If thus; Will you ride to town to-day? 
Answer, No; I intend « to walk. Will yon ride to 
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towntodxy} No; I shall ride into the country-. Will 
you ride to town to-day? No, bu^I shall to-morrow. 
' This shoiws how necessary it is that a speaker should 
kft«fir how to place his emphasis. And the only rule 
for this is, diat he study to attain a just conception of 
the force and spirit of Idie sentiments which he delivers. 
There is as great a difference between one who lays 
his emphasis properly, and one who pays no^ regard to 
it, or places it wrong, a$ there is between one who 
plays on an instrument with a masterly hand, and the 
most bungling performer. 

^ Cadence is the reverse of emphasis. It is a depres* 
sion or lowering of the voice; and commonly falls up- 
on the last syllable in a sentence. It is varied, how- 
ever, according to the sense. When a question is 
asked, it seldom falls upon the last Word; and many 
sentences require no cadence at all. 

Every. pers<»i who speaks in puUic, should endea- 
vour, if he can, to fill the place where he speaks. But 
still he ought to be careful not to^exceed the natural 
key of his vofce. If be does, it will neither be soft nor 
ag^eaUe, but either harsh andix>ugh, or too shrill and 
squeaking. Besides, he will not be able to give every 
syllable its full and* distinct sound; which will render 
what he says obscure, and- difficult to be understood. 
.He shouldtherefore take care to keep his voice within 
reach, so as/tohave it^mder matiagement, that he may 
raise or sii^ it, or give.it any inflection he thinks pro- 
per; which it will not be in his power to dojf he put 
a force upon it, and strain it beyond its n < f^al tone. 

The like caution is to be used against the contrary 
extreme^ that the voice be not suffered to sink too low. 
This will give the speaker pain in raising it again to 
its prober pitch, and be no less oflFensive to the hearers. 
The medium between these two is % moderate ^nd 
even voice. But this is not the same in all; that which 
is modi^'ate in one would be high iii another. Every 
person therefore must regulate it by the natural key of 
his own voice. A calm and sedate voice is generally best; 
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as a moderate soupd is most pkasing^^ to the e»r, if 
it be clear and distinct. But this equality of the voice 
must slso be accompanied with a varietji: otherwise 
there cad be no harmony; since all harmony consists 
in variety. 

Nothing is less pleasing than a discourse pcooounced 
throughout in one continued tone of the voice, with- 
out any alteration. The equality, therefore, we are 
here speaking of, admits a variety of inflections and 
changt^s within the same pitch. And when that is al- 
tered, the gradations, whether higher or lower, should 
be so gentle an^ regular as to preserve a due pro* 
portion of the ports, and harmony of the wholes which 
cannot be done when the voice is suddenly varied with 
too great a distmction. And therefore it should move 
from one key to another, so as rather to glide like a 
gentle stream, thi^n to pour down Uke a rapid torxent, 
a9 an ingenious writer hio well expressed it* 

But an affected variety, ill placed, is as disagreeable 
to a judicious audience, a$ the want of it where the 
subject requires it« We may find some persons, m pro- 
' nouncing a grave and plain discourse, affect as many 
different tones, and variations of their voice, as if they 
were acting a comedy; which is doubtless a very great 
impropriety. But the orator's province is not barely 
to apply to the mind, but likewise to the passions; 
which require a great variety of the voice, high or 
low, vehement or languid, according to the nature of 
the passions he designs to affect. So that for an orator 
always to use the same tone or degree of his voice, and 
expect to answer all his views by it, wcmld be much the 
same thing as if a^ physician should propose to cure all 
distempers by one medicine. And, as a perfect mono- 
tony is always unpleasant, so it can never be necessary 
!n any discourse. 

That^ome sentences ought to be pronounced faster 
than otb«*s is very manifest. Gay and sprightly ideas 
should not only be expressed louder, but also quicker 
than such as are meltmcholy. And wlteu we press an 
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opponent^ the voice' should be l»i8k* But to huny on 
in a precipitant manner, without pausing, till storied 
fervantoi breath, is certainly a very great fault. This 
jke^xoys not only the necessary distinction between 
sentence and sentence, bot likewise between the sev- 
eral wwds of the same sentence; by which mean all 
the grace of speaking is lost, and in a great measure^ 
the advantage of hearing* 

' Young persons are very liable to this, especially at , 
first, setting out. And it often arises from diffidence. 
They 'are jealous of their performances, and the suc- 
cess they may have in speaking, which gives them^ a 
pain till it is over^ and diis puts them into a hurry of 
mind, which incapacitates them from governing their 
voice, and keeping it under that due regulation which 
perhaps they proposed to themselves before they be- 
gan to speak. 

And as a precipitant and hasty pronunciation is cul* 
pable, jBO likewise on the other hand, it is a fault to 
speak too slow« This seems to argue a heaviness in 
^e speaker. And as he appears cool himself, he can 
never expect to warm his hearers, and excite their af- 
fectivns. When not only every word, but every sylla- 
ble is . drawn out to too great a length, the idegs do 
not come fs^t enough to keep up the attention without 
much uneasiness. Now, to avoid either of the -two 
extremes last mentioned, the voice ought to be sedate 
and* distinct. And in order to render it distinct, it is 
tiecieisary, not only^hat each word and syllai)le should 
have ksjust and-full sound, bgth as to time and accent, 
hat likewise that evA y sentence, and part of a sentence, 
should be separated by its proper pause. 

This is more easy to be done in reading, from the 
assistance of Ihe points; but it is no less to be attended 
to in . speaking, if we would pronounce in a distinct 
and giMiceftiL manner. For every one should speak in 
the same manner as he ought to read, if he could ar* 
rive at that exactness* Now the common rule given in 
pau^g is^ ihat we stop our voice at a comma till vm 
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caa tell dne^ at a semiccdon two, at a colon three, ami* 
at a full period four. And as these points are either* 
accommQaated to the several parts of the same sen* 
tence, as the ^rst three; or different sentences) as die 
last, this occasions the different length of the:pauaC| fay 
which either the dependence of what precede*^ upon 
that which follows, or its distincticm from it, ia repre«» 
dented. "" , 

It is not in our power to give ourselves vbit qual- 
ities of the voice we please; but only to make the 
best use we can of what nature has bestowed upoa usi. 
However, several defects of the voice are capableof 
being helped by care and proper means;uaa, on the 
Other liiand, the best voice may be greatly hurt by ill 
management and indiscretion. Temperance is a great 
preservative' of the voice, and all excess is highly pre^ 
judicial .to it. The voice must necessarily suffer^if the 
organs of speech have not their proper tone. A strong 
voice is very serviceable to an orator, because, if be 
lyant some other advantages,- he is, hqwever, capable 
to make himself heard. And if at any tame he is 
forced to ^(rain it, he is in less danger of its failing 
him before he has finished his discourse. 

But he, who has a weak voice, should be very, care- 
ful not to strain it, especially at first. He ou^t to be- 
gin slow, apd rise gradually to such a pitch as the key 
of his voice will well carry him, without being obli- 
ged to sink again afterwards* Frequent inflections of 
the voice will likewise be some assistance to him* Btift 
especially he should ta]^ care to speak deliberately;, 
and ease his voice, by allowing dUe time for respiiau^ 
tion at all the. proper pauses. It is an eaUren^e much 
leas inconvenient for such a person rather to speak too 
slow, than too fast* But this defect of a weak voieeis 
sometimes capable of being helped by the useof pro* 
per methods; as is evident from the instance of D^ 
mostheaes, before mentioned* ; 

Some persons either from want of due care in their 
tducauon at first, or from inadvertency and neg^igenfM? 
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aftervasda, run mtt> a very irregular and confusei} man^ 
ner of expressing their words; either by misplacing the 
accent^ confaondingthe sound of the letters, or hud- 
dling the syDaMes one upon another, so as to render 
what they say often unintdligible* Indeed, sometimes 
ibis arisen from a natural defect, as in the case of De* 
mosdienes; who found a method to rectify that, as 
well as the weakness of his voice. But in faults of 
this kind, which proceed fron^ hafait, doubtless the 
most likely way to mend them 10 to speak deliberately. 
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OF GESTURE. 

By this ia meant, a suitable conformity of die mo^ 
tions of the countenance, and several parts of the body 
in speaking, to Ae subject-matter of the discourse. It 
is not agreed among the learned, whether voice or ges- 
ture has the greater influence upon us. But as thfc 
latter aifects us by the eye as the former does by^ the 
ear, gesture in die nature of it seems to have this ad- 
vantage, diat it conveys the impression more speecBly 
to the mind; for the sight is the quickest of all our sen- 
ses. Nor is its influence less upon our passions; nay, in 
some instances, it appears to act more powerfully. A 
cast of the eye will express desire in as moving a man* 
nersfo the softest language; and a different nsiotion of 
ity f^entment. 

To wring the bands, tear the hair, or strike the 
iM'east, are all strong indications of sorrow. And he, 
who claps his hand to his sword, throws us into a 

S eater panic than one who only threatens to kill us. 
or is it in some respects less various and extensive 
than language. Cicero tells us he often diverted himself 
by trying this with Roscius the comedian; who could 
express a sentence as many ways by his gestures, as he 
himself could by words. And some dramas, called 
pantomimes, have been carried on wholly by ntutes;, 
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' who have performed every part by gesturea otdy, 
without words, in a way very intelligiUe. \' . 

But with respect to oratory, gesture may very pro- 
perly be called the second part of pronunciation; in 
which, as the voice should be suited to the iinpi%S6ions 
it receives from the mind, so the several motions of the 
body ought to be accommodated to the various tones 
and inflections of the voice. When the voice is e^en 
and moderate^ litde gesture is required; and nothing 
is more unnatural than violent motion, in discoursing 
upon ordinary and fanfiliar subjects. The motions of 
the body should rise therefore in proportion to tha 
vehemence and enei^ of the expressicm, as the na- 
tural and genuine em;ct of it. 

But as gesture is very different and various as to the 
manner of it, which depends upon the decent conduct 
of several parts of the body, it will not be amiss to con- 
sider more particularly the proper management of each 
of those parts.' NdW all gesture is either natural, or 
from imitation. By natural gesture, we^ mean such 
actions and motions of die bodyy as naturally accom- 
pany our words, as these do the impraistons of our 
mind. And these either respect the whole body or 
some particular part of it. ' 

The speaker should not long continue standing in 
the same position, like a statue, but be constantly 
changing, though the motion be very moder^e. There 
ought to be no appearance of stiffness^ but a d^{taia 
ease and pliableliess, naturally suiting itself to every 
/expression; by which means, When a greater degree 
of modon is necessary, it will appear less sudden and 
vehement: for as the raising, sinking, and various in* 
flections of the voice must be gradual, so likewise 
should the motions of the body. It is only on some ~ 
particular occasions that a hasty vehemence and im*_ 
petuosity is proper in either case. 

A:> to the several parts of the body, the head is the 
most considerable. To lift it up toohigh has the air of 
arroganceand pride; andtostretchiitouttoofarorthrow 
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it hsL€kj lookfl' clownish and unmannerly; to hang it 
downwards on the breast, shows an unmanly bashful* 
ness and want of spirit^and ta suffer it to lean on either 
shoulder^arguesbothsloth and indolence. Wherefore^ 
in cidm and sedate discourse, it ought to keep its natu* 
ral state, and upright posture. However, it should not 
be long without motion, nor yet always moving; but 
gently turn sometiipes on one side^ and sometimes on 
the other, as occasion requires, that the voice may be 
heard by all who ate present; and then return again 
to its natural position* It should always accompany 
the other actions of the body, and turn on the same 
side with them; except when aversion to any thing is 
expressed, which is done by stretching out the ri^t 
hand, and taming the head to the left. 

But it is the countenance, that chiefly represents 
both the passions and dh^positions of the mind. By thia 
we easpress love, hatred, joy,sorrow,modesty» and con« 
fidence: by this we supplicate, threaten, soothe^ invite, 
forbid, consent, oy refuse; andallthis without speakingt 
Nay, from hence we form ajud^^mentnot only of a per* 
son s present temper, but of his capacit}^ and natural 
disposition. And tnerefore it is common to say, such a 
cme has a '^ promising countenance," or that ^^ he pro^ 
mises little by his countenance." It is true, this is no 
eertain rule of judging; nor is it in the power of any 
one to aker the natural make of his countenance. 

But die several parts of the face bear their part, and 
contribute to the proper and decent motion of the 
whole* In a calm and sedate discourse, all the features 
retain their natural state and situation. In sorrow, 
the forehead anu eyebrows lower, and the cheeks hang 
down. But in expressions of joy and cheerfulness, the 
forehead and eyebrows are expanded, the cheeks 
comracted, and the corners of the mouth drawn up« 
wards* Anger and resentment contract the forehead, 
draw the brows together, and thrust out the lips. And 
terror elevates bom the brows and forehead. Aa these 
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are the iiatural signs of such passioBs, the orator 
should endeavour to conform^to thenl. 

But as the eyes are most active and significant, it is 
the advice of Cicero that the greatest careshould be ta* 
ken in their management. And he gives thisreason for 
it ^' Because other parts of the*couQtenance have but 
few motions; whereas all the passions of the soul are 
expressed in ti;ie eyes, by so many different actions 
which cannot possibly be represented by any gestures 
of the body, if the eyes are kept in a fixed posture." 
Common experience does in a great measure^ confirm 
the truth of this observation. We readily gues^ at a 
person^s intention, or how he is affected to us by his 
eyes. And any sudden change or emotion of the mind 
is presendy followed by an alteration in the look. 
' In speaking, therefdre^ upon pleasant and delightful 
subjects, the eyes are brisk and cheerful; as, on the 
contrary, they sink and are languid invielivering any 
thing melancholy and sorrowful. This is so agreeable 
to nature, that before a person speaks, we are prepar* 
ed with the expectation of one or the other from his 
different aspect. So likewise in anger, a certain vehe- 
mence and intenseness appears ii> die eyes, which, for 
wantof proper words to express itby, we endeavour to 
represent by metaphors taken from fire,'the most vio*^ 
lent and rapid element; and say in such cases, the eyes 
I4>arkle, bum, or are inflamed. In expressions of ha- 
tred or detestation, it is natural to alter the looks, 
either by turning the eyes aside, or downwards. 

Indeed the eyes are sometimes turned downwards 
upon other occasions, as to express modesty. And if at 
any time a particular object be addressed, whatever it 
be, the eyes should be turned that way. And there^ 
fore Philostratus very deservedly ridicules a certain 
rhetorician as guilty of a solecism in gesture, who, upon 
saying, O Jupiter! turned his eyes downwards; and 
when he said, O earth! looked upward. A staring 
look has the appearance of giddiness smd want of 
thought: and to contract the eyes gives suspicioo of 
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craft and desigor A fixed look may be occasioned from 
intenaeness of thought; but at the same time shows a 
disregard to the audience; and a toe quick and wan« 
dering motion of the eyes denotes levi^ and wanton- 
ness* A gentle afid moderate motion of the eyes is, 
therefore, in ctmmon, most suitable; filways directed 
to 9o.me of the audience, and gradually turning from 
side to side widi an air of respect and modesty, and 
looking them decendy in the face, as in common dis- 
course. Such a behaviour will of course draw an at- 
tention* 

As to the other parts of the body distinct from the 
head, the shoulders ought not to be elevated; for this 
is not only in itself indecent; bug it likewise contracts 
the neck, and hinders the proper motion of the head. 
Nor, on the other hand, should they be drawn down 
and depressed; because this occasions a styFness both 
to *the neok and the whole body. Their natural pos- 
ture therefore is best, as being most easy and gracefuL 
To shrug thef shoulckrs has an abject and servile air; 
and frequently to heave them upwards and downwards 
18 a very disagreeable sight. Acontinuedmotion of the 
. arms any way, is by all means to be avoided. Their 
action should generally be very moderate, and follow 
that of the hands; unless in^very pathetic expressions, 
where it may be proper to give them a more liyely 
spring- 
Now, all bodily motion is either upward or down- 
ward, to the right or bft, forward or backward, or 
else circular. The hands are employed by the orator 
in all these except the last. And as th^y ought tocoi^^ 
respond with our expressions^ so they ought to begin 
and ^nd with them- In admiration, a'nd addresses to 
Heaven, they must be elevated, but never raised above 
the eyes; and in speaking of things below us, they are 
directed downwards- Sidemotion should generally be- 
gin from the left, and terminate gentiy <m the right- 
In demonstrating, addressing, and on several other oc- 
cafiions> thi^y are moved forward; and jin threatening, 
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sometimes thrown back. But when the orator speaUcs 
of himself his right hand should be gently laid on his 
breast. 

The left hand ^ould seldom move alone, but ao 
commodate itself to the motions of^he right. In* mo- 
tions to the l€^ side, the right hand ^sliould not be 
carried beyond the left shoulder* In promises, and 
expressions of compliment, the motion of the hatids 
should be gentle and slow; but in exhortations and 
applause, more swift. The hands shcmld generally be 
open; but in expresisions of compunction and ^mg^r, 
Aey may be closed. All finical and trifling actions 
of the fingers ought to be avoided; nor should they 
be stretched out mi expanded in a stiff and rigid 
jposture, but kept easy and pliable. 

The gestures we have hitherto discoursed «if, are 
such as naturally accompany our expressions* And 
we believe those we have mentioned, if duly attended 
to, will be found sufficient to answer all the purposes 
of our modern pronunciation. The other sort of ges- 
tures above mentioned are such as arise from imita- 
tion; as where the orator describes some acdon or 
personates another speaking* But here great cafre is 
to be taken not to overact his part by running into 
ony ludicrous or theatrical mimicry. It is sufficient 
for him to represent things of.lliis nature, as may 
best convey the image of them in a lively manner to 
the minds of the hearers, without aHy such t:hanges 
either of his actions or voice as are not suitable to his 
own character. 



Some PARTICULAR RULES for the VOICE 

AND GESTURE. 

We shall begin with the parts of a discourse, and 
treat of them in their natural order. And 'here the 
view and design of the speaker in each of them will 
easily he^ us to see the proper manner 4>f pronunci- 
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adoD* Let us 8U{^x>8e then a person presenting him* 
fldf before an assembly, in order to make a discourse 
to them. It cannot be decent immediately to begin 
to spe^k so soon as ever he makes his appearance* 
He will first settle himself, compose his countenance, 
and take a respeotfol view of his audience. This pre- 
pares them for silence and ^ittentica. 

BersOBS commoidy form some opinion of a speaker 
fKHn their first view of him, which prejudices them 
.either in his favour or oriierwise, as to what he says 
afterwards. A grave and sedate aspect inclines them 
iodnnk him serious; diat he bad considered his sub- 
ject, and may have something to offer worth their at- 
.t»idon. A haughty and forbidding i\r occasions dii|- 
taste, as it looks like disrespect. A wandering giddy 
countenance argues kvity. A dejected droo|^ng ap* 
pearance is apt to raise contempt, unless where the 
si^ject is melancholy; and a cheerful aspect is a pro- 
per prelude to a pleasant and agreeable argument. 

To speak low at first has the appearance of modesty, 
and is best for the voice; which, by rising gradually, 
^wiU with. more ease be cai^ried to any pitch that r^ay 
be afterwards neeessary, without straining it. How- 
ever, sonoie variation of the voice is always proper to 
give it iiarmony. Nay^ and sometimes it is not im- 
proper for an orator to set out with a considerable 
degree of warmth. We have some fcMr instances of 
^is in Cicero; as jifk hi^ oration for Roscius Amerinus, 
where the heioousnessof tbeohargecould notbutexcite 
•fais indi^Mtion against the accusers. And so likewise, 
in Aatagainst Piso,and the twO'first against Catiline, 
which begin in the same manner, from tiie resentment 
•he had conceived against their persons and conduct. 

In tthe narmtion tl^ voice ought to be raised id 
somewhat ft higher pitch. Itfatters of fact shoidd:be re- 
lated in a very plain and distinct manner, with a proper 
-stress SFBdeaqphasSs laid upcm eaeli circumstance,' ac-^ 
4s«xi»paftt^d wtdk^a ^uiti^e address and motions of ^ 
"Wdg^soiengageiiie ajt€s4liion<!f(4he he«rers« "^ettbm 
^ C 
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is a certain grace in telling a story, by which those 
who are masters of it seldom fail to recommetid them- 
selves in conversation. 

The proposition, or subject of the discourse^ should 
be delivered wi|h a very clear andr audible voice. For 
if this be not ^ainly heard, all that follows in proof of 
it cannot be well understood. And for the same rea- 
son, if it be divided into several parts or brani^hes, 
they should each be expressed very deliberately and 
distinctly. But as the desigahere is only information,^ 
there can be little room for gesture. 

The conjKrmation admits of great variety both of the 
voice and gesture. In reasoning, the voice is quick and 
pungent, and should be enforced with suitable actions. 
And as descriptions likewise hav^ often a place here, 
in painting out the images of things, the orator should 
so endeavour to adapt both his voice, and the motions 
of his body, particularly the turn of his eyes, and action 
of his hands, as may best help the iniagination of his 
hearers. Where he introduces .another person speak- 
ing, or addresses an absent person, it should be with 
some degree of imitation. And in dialogue, the voice 
should alter with the parts. When he diverts from bifi 
subject by any digression, his voice should be lively 
and cheer fi:J; since that is rather designed for enter- 
tainment than instruction. 

In confutation, the arguments of the adverse party 
ought first to be repeated in a plain and distinct man- 
ner that the speaker may not seem to ccmceal, or avoid 
the force of them, unless they appear trifling axid un- 
worthy a serious answer, and then a facetious man- 
ner, both of expression and gesture^ may be the most 
proper way to confute them. For, to attempt to an- 
swer in a grave and serious mannex^, what is in itself 
empty and ludicrous, is^ apt to create a suspicion of its 
havinjg more in it. than ir really has. 

But caution 8hoi:^d be used not to represent smy ar- 
gument of weight in a ludicrous way, least by ao dQing 
the spes^er should more expose -himself than his ad- 
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venary. In the conclusion, both the voice and gesture 
should be tn'isk and sprightly; which may seem to 
arise from a sense of the speaker's opinion of the good- 
ness of his cause, and that he has offered nothing but 
what is agreeable to reason and truth; as likewise from 
his assurance that the audience a^e with him in the 
same sentiment. If an enumeration of the principal 
arguments of the discourse be convenient, as it some- 
times is, where they are pretty numerous, or the dis« 
courae is long, they ought to be expressed in the most 
clear and forcible manner. And if there be an adidress 
to die passions both the voice and gesture must be 
suited to the nature of them. 

We proceed now to the consideration oC particular 
expressions. And what we shall offer here, will be in 
relation to the single words, sentences, and the pas- 
sions^ Even in those sentences which are expressed in 
the.most even and sedate, manner, there is often one or 
more words which require an. emphasis and distinction 
of die voice. Pronouns are often of this kind; as, thn 
b the man. And such are many words that denote 
the circumstances and qualities of things. Such as 
keighten or magnify the idea of the thing to Vhich 
they are joined, elevate the voice; as nobk^ admira* 
UCf nuytsiic^ greatly ^ and the like. On the contrary, 
those which lessen the idea, or debase it, depress the 
voice, or at least protract the tone: of which §ort are 
the words, litik^' mean, poorly^ contemptible^mih many 
otiiers. 

Some gropes, likewise, as ^.etaphors and verbal fig- 
ures, which consist in the repetition of a single word, 
should have a particular emphasis.v As when Virgil 
•ays of the river Araxes, " It disdained a bridge." And 
Nisus of himself, in the same poet, "I, /:#m the man;^' 
where the repeated word is loudest. This distinction 
of words, and giving them. their proper emphasis, does 
not only render the expression more clear and intel- 
ligible, but very much contributes to the variation of 
the voice and the preventing of a monotony. i 
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In sentences, regard shbuld be had to their length, 
and the number of their parts, in order to distinguish 
them by proper pauses. The fraitie and stracture of 
the period ought likewise to be considered, that die 
voice may be so managed as to give it the OK>st nrn^ 
sieal accent. Unless there b^ some speciid reason for 
die contrary, it should end louder than itSegias* And 
this difEerence.of tone between the end of the former 
sentence and the beginning of tl^ next, not only he^ 
to distinguish the sense, bat adds to the harmony^ of 
the voice* 

In an antithesis, or s^ sentence conaisling of opposite 
parts, one contrary must be louder than the other* 
As, ^^ He is gone, but by a gainful remove^ ftom p<An* 
fill labour tc-^uitt rest; from unfuiit desire to fu^ifnf 
^Mntentment; mm sorrew to joy; and from tramitottf 
time to imfMrtality/^ In a clknax or gradation, the 
voice shQcdd generaUy rise with it. Thua,^^ There ia no 
enjoyment of property without government; no gov«» 
eniment withoi^tt a magistrate; bo ma|^trato withoat 
obedi^Ce; no obedience where evety one aets as \m 
pleases." And eo in odier gitdationa <rf a ^ifferoU 
fornft^ as, ^^ Since ccaacord was lost, friendsh^^ wai 
lost, fidelity was lost, liberty was loot, all was lose'' 
. That the passions have each of them both a diffisT'* 
ent voice and action, is evident from hence, that we 
know in what manner a person is affected, l^ die tN^ne 
of his voice^ thoij^h we do .not understand die sense 
of what be says, or many times so much as see him; and . 
we can often make the same judgment from hiacotSin- 
tenance and gestures* Love and esteem are expressed 
in a smooth and cheerful ton<r$ but anger and resent-* 
ment, with a rough, harsh, and interrupted voice; for 
when the spirits are ruffled, the organs are moved 
unequally. Joy raises and dilates the voice, as sorrow 
sinks and contra^s itw Ci€«t> takes notice of a paa«> v 
i$age in an oration of Gracchus^ wherein he bewaila ^ 
the death of his brother, who was killed by Scipio, 
which tn his time was th<m^t very moving: ^Uoiiap- 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 29 

py man (says he,) whither shall I Retake myself? 
Where shall I go? Into the capitol? that flows with 
my brother's blood. Shall I go home and behold my 
unhappy mother all in tears and despair?^ 

Though Gracchus had^a very ill design in that 
speech, and his view was to excite the populace against 
their governors, yet (as Cicero tells us) when he came 
to this passage^ he expressed himself in such moving 
accents and gestures, that he extorted tears even from 
his enemies. Fear occasions a tremor and hesitation of 
the voice, and assurance gives it strength and firmness- 
Admiration elevates ^he voice, and should be expres<- 
sed with pomp and magpsiiicence. " O surprising clem- 
ency, worthy of the highest praise and greatest encomi- 
ums, and (it to be perpetuated in lasting monuments!" 
This is Cicero's" compliment to Cesar when he thought 
it for his purpose. And oftentimes this passion is ac- 
companied with anelevation both ofthe^yes and hands* 
On the contrary contempt smksand protracts the voice. 

All exclamations should be violent* When we ad- 
dress inanimate things, the voice should be higher than 
when animated beings; and appeals to Heaven must be 
macbe in a loftier tone than those to men. These few 
hints for expressing the principal passions, may if duly 
attended to,' suffice to direct dur practice in others* 
Though, after all, it is impossible to gain a just and 
decent pronunciation of voice andgesture nierely ffom 
rules without practice and an imitation of the best 
examples: which shows the wisdom of the ancients^ 
in training up their youth to it, by the assistance of 
mnetcA-s, ta form both their speech and actions* Bat 
herc,.as has been beforeob6erved,great caution should 
be used in directing ^our choice of an example* An 
affected imitation of others, in pronunciation or ges- 
ture, especially of atagerplayers, whose pretensions to 
literature are seldom considerable, and who are gene* 
raMy. too fond of mgularittfj ought to be carefully 
avoided* For nothing can appear more disg\Ming to 
persons of diacerooieni; than affectalioD. ^ 

C2 
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J^XTflilCT FltOM AN OrATION OK ELOqtJEKCB, VHO" 

* NoVNCi^p Ait Harvard University, on Com* 

MENCEMEi^T Day, 1794. 

THE excellentre, utiiitf , ^od importsmc'^ of Elo- 
qubnce; its origin, progress, and present state; 
and its superior tkim to the particular attentk^n of 
Golumbia's freeb^n sons ^ will exerciscf for a few mo- 
ments the patience of this learned, polite^ and respec- 
ted assembly. 

. ' Speech and it^asoh are die charsctensttcs, die glory, 
and the happiness of man* These are the pillars Which 
suppoft the fair fabric of eloquence; the foundation, 
upon which is erected the 4Bio»^ magnificent edifice 
that genius could design^ or art eonstiw^. To cuitivaKe 
eloquence, then; ts to imprave^^e oobledt facohies of 
our nature, the richest talents wrdi which we ate* ea« 
trustddL Amore coavineing proof of thedignHya»d im* 
portance of our subject need xiot, cannot be adi^aoced* 
- The benevoletit design a^ ijie beneficial dfec ts of 
idoqueAce^ evince its^ great dUperiorityover every otl»ffr 
Mrt, wl<^ ever enercised the tog^mttty of n^an. Te 
instruct, to ^pmmAe^ m |4eii^5 dM«eaife Ito db^eets^ 
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To scatter the douds of ignorance and error from 
the atmosphere of reaioo; to remove the fifan of pre- 
judice from the mental eye; and thus to eradiate the 
iieni^ted mmd^with Ae cheering beams of troth^ is 
at once the business and the glory of elocpience. 
' To promote the innocent and refined pleasures of 
the fancy and intettect; to strip the monster vice of all 
his borrowed charms, and expose to view his native 
deformity; to display the resistless attractions of viiv 
tue; and in one word, to rouse to action all the latent 
^ energies of man, in the {Ht>per and ardent pursuit of 
the great end of hia existence, is the orator's pleaaiag:, 
benevolent, sublime emii^byment.^ 

Nor let it be objected) that eloquence sometimes 
iinpedes the course of justice and screens the guUty 
from the punishment due to their crimes. Is there any 
thing which is not obnoxious to abusei £ven the be- 
nign religion of the Prince of Peace has been made the 
unwilling instrument of the greatest calai^ities ever 
experienced by man« The greater the benefits which 
naturally result from anything, the more pernicious are 
its effects. When diverted from its proper course* This 
objection to eloquence is therefore itshigbesteulogium. 

The orator does not succeed, as some would inai^ 
tniate, by dazalinff the eye of reason with the iUutuve 
\ g^re of rhetoricid art, nor, by silencing her still small 
voice in the thunder of his dedamatiqn; for to her 
in^partial tribunal he refers the truth and propriety of 
whatever he asserts or proposes* After fairiy oonvusi*^ 
cing the understa^kUng, he may, without the imputa? 
ttooTif distogenaottsness, proceed to Address the nncy 
and the pgsstons* In this way he will more effectuallgr 
transfuse into his hearers his own sei^aaents, and 
make every sprii^ in the human machine cooperate 
in the production of the deairedl effect. 

The astooisfaingpowersof eloquienoe are well known^ 
atleaataothoie who ave convecsasM m ancient history. 
Xiike a resiillesa aorreat^ it bears down every < 'istack, 
aad tamB.rfen the pMPgentof oppomig ignoraitfoand 
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prejudice intothe desired channdofactive'andsealous 
compliance* It is indisputably the mostpotent art with- 
in the compass of human acquirement. An Alexander 
and a Cesar could conquer a world; but to overcome 
the passions, to subdue the wtUs^ and- to command at 
pleasure the inclinations of men, can be effected only 
by the all*powerful charm of enrapturing eloquence. 

Though it be more than probaUe, that oratory was 
Icnowti and cultivated in some degree in those eastenr 
nations, where science first began to dawn upon the 
world; yet it was not till Greece became civilised and 
formed into distinct governments, that it made its ap- 
pearance in its native peerle^ majesty. Here we may 
fix the era of eloquence; here was its mom; here its 
meridian too; for here it shone with splendor never 
since surpassed. 

It is a common and a just remark, that eloquence 
can flourish only in the soil of liberty. Athens was a 
republic, where the* affairs of state were transacted in 
the assembly of the whole people. This afibrded td 
eloquence a field too fertile to remain long uncuUr* 
Vatedbythe ingenious Athenians. OratoMrsoon made 
their appearance, who did honour to language, to 
Greece, to humanity. . 

But though the names of many have been tranis- 
mitted to vis, whose geniUs and eloquence demand our 
veneration and applatise; yet, like stars when die sun 
appears, they are lost in the superior bbize of the in* 
comparable Demosthenes. His stoi?^ is well knowti; 
and his example affords the gretitest. encouragement to 
students'in eloquence; as it proves^ that, by art^ al- 
most in defiance of nature^ a nian may attain such ex- 
cellence in oi-atory as shall stamp his name with the 
seal of immortality. Demosthenes and the liberty of 
Greece together expired; and rfrom this period we 
heal- very little miore of Grecian eloquence. 

Let us now (firect our attention to that other gar- 
den of eloquence, the Roman co^monweakh. Here, 
as in^Greecci a free government opeiK^d tbelist toisudi 
as wbhed to dispute' the palm in oratory. Numbers 
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advmee, and contend maafViUv for the prise* But 
^ their glory is aoon faded; for Cicero ap|>ears; Cicero^ 
another name for eloquence itself. It is needless to 
enlarge on his character as an <H*ator. Soflke it to say, 
that if we ransack the histories of the world to find a 
rival for DemostheneS) Cicero alone can be found 
capaUe of 8tq>porting a daim 10 that distiaguished 
honour. ^ 

And when did Greece or Rome present a fairer 
field for eloquence, than that which now invites the 
^ culture of the eidig^tened citiaens of Cdumbia? We 
live m a republic, the orator's natal soil; we enjoy as 
much liber^, as is consistent with the nature of man; 
we possess as a nation all die advantages which di> 
mate^^ soU, and situation can bestow; and nothing but 
rttimurit is here required as a q^ialification fo^ the 
kaoat dignified offices of st^le* Never hod eloquence 
more ample scope. 

And snidl we res) satisfied with only admiring, or 
at most with following at an awful distance the most 
iUusdioiis orators of Greece and Roaohe? Shall eveify 
other usefol smd onuuDental art speed swiftly towards 
' perfectbn, while oratory, that most sublime of all arts; 
that art, which could render one man more dreadful 
to a tyrant, thim hostile fleets and armies, is ahnost 
forgotten? It must not, cannot - be. That refinement 
of tas^, that laudably ambition to excel in every thing 
which does honour to humanity, which distmguishes 
the Americans, and their free and popnlsr govern* 
ment, are so many springs, which, though not instan* 
taneous in their operation, cannot fail in time to rttte 
C<dnmbian eloquence *^ above all Greek, above aU 
Roman fame." 

With pleasure we descry die dawning of that 
bright day of etoquence, which we have anticipated* 
The grand council of our nadon has already evmced, 
that in this respect^ as in all others, our republic «c» 
knowledges no existing superior. And we trust, that, 
as our sacred teachers mwe it their constant endea* 
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No people can be bound to acknowledge and adofe 
the invisible Hand, which conducts the affairs of men, 
more dian die people of the United States. Bvery 
step, by which we have advanced to the character <^ 
an independent nation, s^ins to have been distin* 
guished by some token of providential agency. And 
in the important revolution just accomplished in die 
system of their united government, the tranquU deli- 
berations and voluntary consent of so many distinct 
communities, from which the event has resulted, 
cannot be compared with the means by which most 
governments have b^en established, without some re* 
turn of pious gratitude, with a humble anticipation of 
the future blessing which the past seems to 'presage. 
These reflections, arising out of the -present crisis, 
have forced themselves too strongly on my mind to 
be suppressed. You will join with me, I trust, in 
thinking that there are none, under the influence of 
which, the proceedings of a new and free government 
can more auspiciously commence* 



1 - 



Speech ofPaulus Emilius to TtfE Roman People^ 

AS HE WAS about TAKING THE CoMMAND QI" 
THEIR ARMY. 

YOU seem to me, Romans, to have expressed more 
joy when Macedonia fell to my lot, than when 
I was elected iconsulf-or entered upon that JoSicc. 
And to me your jojr eeemed to be occasioned by liie 
hopes you conceived^ that I should put an end, worthy 
of tile grandeur and reputation of the Roman ^eoplc^ 
to a war, which in your opinion, has already beon leif 
too long continuance. J have reason to believe, diat 
the same gods, who have occasioned MaoedoDia to 
fall to my lot, will also assist me with their piroteetum 
in .conducting and iQiwiaatiiig this war successitdLy. 
But of this,. I m^y veotune to Assure you, tkat I 
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ftball do my utmost not to fall short of your ezpeo 

tations« 

The senate has wisely regulated every thing neces* 
sary in the expedition I am charged with; and, as I 
saa ordered to set out immediately, I shall make no 
delay; and I know that my coUea^e Caius Licinius, 
out of his great zeal for the public service, wiU raise 
and march off the troops appointed for me, with as 
much order and expedition, as if diey were for him» 
aelf. I shall take care to transmit to you, as weU as 
to the senate, an exact account of all that passes; and 
you may rely upon the certainty and truth of my let- 
ters. But I beg of you, as a great favour, that you will 
not give credit to, or lay any weight, out of credulity, 
upon the light reports, which arei^ frequemly spread 
abroad without any author. 

I perceive well, that in this war, more than ih any 
other, whatever resolution people may form to obviate 
these rumors, they will not fail to make impression, 
and inspire I know not what discouragement. There 
are those, whd in company, and even at table, com- 
mand armies, make dispositions, and prescribe all the 
operations of the campaign. They know better than 
we, where we should encamp, and what posts it is 
necessary for us to seize; at what time, and by what 
. defile we ought to enter Macedonia; where it is pro* 
per to have magsizines; from whence, either by sea or 
land, .we are to bring provisions; when we are to fight 
the^enemy, and when lie still. 

They not only prescribe what is best to do; but 
for deviating ever so little from •their plans, they make 
it a crime in their consul, and cite him before their 
tribunal. But know, Romans, this'is of very bad ef- 
fect with your generals. All have not the resolution 
And constancy of Fabius, to despise impertinent re- 
portSto He could choose rather to suffer the, people, 
upon such unhappy rumors, to invade his audiority, 
than to ruin affairs in order to preserve their opinio^, 
and m ^mpty iiame* 

D 
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I am far from believing, that g!eQerals stand in n« 
need of advice: I think, on the contrary, that whoever 
would conduct every thing alone, upon his own opi- 
nion, and without counsel, shows more presiimptioa 
than prudence*. But some may ask. How then shall 
we act reasonably? I answer, by not suffering any per* 
aons U^c^trude dieir advice upon your generals, but 

'such as, are, in the first place, versed in the art of 
war, and have learned from experience, what it b to 
command; and in the second place, who are upon the 
spot; who kfiow the enemy; are witnesses in person 
to all that passes; and sharers with us in all dangers. 

, If there be any one, who conceives himself capable 
of assisting nie with his counsels in the war you have 
charged me with, let him not refuse to do the repub* 
lie that service; but let him go with me into MacedOf* 
nia. Ships, horses, tents, provisions, shall all be pro- 
vided for him at my charge* But if he Avill not take 
so much trouble, and prefers the tranquillity of the 
eky to the dangers and fatigues of the field, let binot 
not take upon him to hold the helm, and continue idle 
in 'the port. The city of itself supplies sufficient matr 
ter of discourse on other subjects; but as for these, 
let it b6^ silent upon them; and know, that we shall 
pay no regard to any counsels, but such as shall be 
given us in the camp itself. 



Exhortation on Temperance in Pleasure. 

LET m^ particularly exhort youdi to teinpenu^e 
in pleasure. .Let me ad^ionish theoi, tp beware 
of that rock on which tl^usands, from r^e to rac^ 
continue to split. The love of pleasure, oa^ujral to 
man in every> peciod of hia lifi^,. ylowse aC this ag^ 
witli excjcssive ar^pr. Noyelty adds fresh diaiims,, m 
yet^ to every gratification. Thj» world a|yp«ir» %^ 
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Spread a continual feast; and health, vigor, and hig^ 
spirits, invite them to partake of it without restraint. 
In vain we warn them of latent dangers* Religion is 
accuse^l of insufferable severity, in prohibiting enjoy* 
ment: and the old, when they offer their admonitions) 
are upbraided with having forgotten that they once 
were young. 

And yet, my friends, to what do the restraints of 
religion, and the counsels of age, with respect to 
pleasure, amount? They may all be comprised in few 
words, — not to hurt yourselves, and not to hurt others, 
by your pursuit of pleasure. Within these bounds, 
pleasure is lawful; beyond them, it becomes criminal, 
because it is ruinous. Are these restraints any other, 
than what a wise man would choose to impose on 
himself? We call you not to renounce pleasure, but 
to enjoy it in safety. Instead of abridging it, we ex- 
hort you to pursue it on sai extensive plan. We pro- 
pose measures for securing its possesion, and for 
prolonging its duration. 

Consult your whole nature. Consider yourselves 
not only as sensitive, but as rational beings^ not only 
as rational, but social; not only as «o«ial, but > immortal. 
Whatever violates your nature, in any of these re* 
spects, cannot afford true pleasure, any more than 
that which undermines an essential part of the vital 
system can promote health. For the trudi of this con* 
elusion, we appeal not merely to the authority of re* 
ligion, nor to the testimony of the aged, but to your- 
selves and your own experience. We ask, whether 
you have not found, that in a course of criminal ex- 
cess, your pleasure was more than compensated by 
succeeding pain? Whether, if not from every particu- 
lar instance, yet from every habit, at least, of unlawful 
gratification, there did not spring some thorn to wound 
you; there did not arise some consequence to make 
you repent of it in the issue? 

" How long then, ye simple ones, will ye love sim- 
plicity?" How long repeat the same round of pcrni- 



40 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

cious folly, and tamely expose yourselves to be caught 
in the same snare? If you have any consideration, or 
any firmness left, avoid temptations, for which you 
have found yoursehres unequal, with asratuchcare as 
you would shun pestilential infection. Break off all 
connexions with the loose and profligate. "When 
sinners entice thee, consent thou not. Look not on 
the wine when it is red, when it giveth its colour in 
ih» cup;, for at the last, it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder. Remove thy way from Ae 
strange woman, and come not near the door of 'her 
bouse. Let nOt thy heart decline to her ways; for her 
house is the way to hell. Thou goest after her as a 
bird hasteneth to the snare, and luioweth not that it 19 
for his^ life.'* 

By these unhappy excesses of irregular pleasure in 
youth, how many amiable dispositions are corrupted 
or destroyed! How many rising capacities and powers 
are supptftssed! How many flattering hopes of parents 
and friends are totally extinguished! Who but must 
drop a tear over human nature, when he beholds that 
morning^ which' aroseiiso bright, overcast with such 
untimely darknessipthat good humor which once <^ap« 
tivated all hearts; that vivacity which rsparkled m 
every company; those abilities which we^e fitted fof 
adorning the highest station, all sacrificed atthe shrine 
of low sensuiality; and one, who was foicmed for run* 
niog the fair career of life^n the midst of public es« 
teem, cutoff by his vices at thebegitming of his course^ 
or sunk;, for the whole of it, into insignificancy and 
contempt! These, O sinful pleasure! are thy trophies* 
It is thus, that cooperating with the foe of God and 
man, thou degradest human nature, and blastest the 
opening prospects of human felicity. 
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Judah's Plea ron his BReTHER Benjamin, befoke 

Joseph in Egypt. 

WHEN we appeared before, you. Sir, the first 
time, we answered without reserve, and ao 
cording to the strictest truth, all the questiona which 
you were pleased to put to us concerning our family* 
We acquainted you, that we had a father, heavily la- 
den with years, but still more heavily with misfor* 
tunes; a father, whose whole Kfe had been one con« 
tinued struggle with adversity. We added that we had 
a brother peculiarly dear to him, as the children bom 
towards the end of their life generally are to old men, 
and who is the only one remaining of his mother; 
his brother having come in early youth to a most 
tragical end* 

Tou commanded us, as theproof of our veracity and 
innocence to bring that brother unto you; and your 
command was delivered with such threatenings, that 
the terror of them accompanied us all the way back to 
our country, and embittered the remainder of our 
journey. Wc reported every thing minutely to our 
£|ther, as you directed us. Resolutely and long, he 
refused to intrust us with the care of that child. Love 
suggested a thousand causes of apprehension upon 
his account. He loaded us with the bitterest reproaches 
for having declared that we had another brother. 

Subduedby the famine, he at length reluctantly con- 
sented; and putting his beloved son, this unhappy 
youth, into our hands, conjured us by every dear, 
every awful name, to guard with tenderness his pre* 
ciouslife; and as we woi^ld not see him expire before 
our eyes in anguish and despair, to bring him back in 
safety. . He parted with him as with a limb torn from 
his own body; and in an agony of grief inexpressible, 
deplored the dreadful necessity which separated him 
from a son, on whom all the happiness oi his life de- 
pended. 

D 2 
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• 

How then can we appear before a father of such 
delicate sensibility? With what eyes shall we dare 
to look upon bin), unless we carry back with us this 
son of his right hand, this staff of his old age, whonx, 
alas! you have condemned to slavery? The good old 
man will expire in horrors dreadful to naturcy as soon 
as he.shaU find that his son is not with us. Our ene« 
mies will insult over us under these misfortunes, aiK) 
treat us as the most infamous of parricides. 

I must appear to the world, axtd to myself, as the 
perpetrator of the most horrid of crimes, the murder 
of a father; for it was I who most urgently pressed . 
my fdther to yield. I engaged by the most solemn' 
promises, and the most sacred pledges, to bring the 
child back. M ^ he intrusted with the sacred deposit, 
and of my hand he will require it. Have pity I be- 
seech ypu, on the deplorable condition of an old man, 
stripped of his last comfort; and whose misery will 
be aggravaited by reflecting that he foresaw its ap- 
proach, and yet wanted resolution to prevent it. 

If your just indignation must needs have a sacrifice, 
here I am ready, at the price of my liberty or of wiy 
life, to expiate this young man's guilt, and to purchase , 
his release! Grant this request, not so much for the 
sake of thcL youth himself, as of his absent father, who 
never offended you, but who venerates your person 
and esteems your virtues. 

Suffer us not to plead in vain for a shelter under 
your right hand, to whkh we flee, as to an holy altar, 
consecrated as a refuge to the miserable. Pity an old 
man, who during the whole course of a Jong life, haa 
cultivated arts becoming a man of wisdom and probity, 
and who, on ;^ccountof his amiable qualities, is almost 
adored by the inhabitants of Syria and Canaan, though 
he professes a religion, and follows a mode of living 
totally different frpm theirs. 
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Extract moM the Plea of Thomas Muir, 

Esq. AT HtS CELEBRATED TrzAL IN SCOTLAND* 

t 
/ 

Gentiemtn of the Jury^ 

THIS is now perhaps the last time that I shall ad* 
dress my coiuitiy. I have explored the tenor of 
my past life. Nothing shall tear from me the record 
of my departed days. The enemies of reform have 
scrutinized^ in a manner hitherto unexampled in Scot- 
land, every action I may have performed, every word 
I may have uttered. 'Of crimes, most foul and horri* 
ble, have I been accused: of attempting to rear the 
standard of dvil war; to plunge jthis land in blood, and 
lo cover it with desolation. At every step, as the evi« 
dence of the erown advanced, my innocencv haa 
brightened. So far from inflaming the minds of men 
to sedition and outrage^ all the witnesses have con** 
curred, that my only anxiety was, to impress upon 
Aem die necessity of peace, of good order, and of 
good morals* 

What then has been my trime? Not the lending to 
a relation a copy of Mr. Paine's Works; not the giving 
away to another a Tew numbers* of an innocent and 
constitutional publication; but for having dared to be, 
according to the measure of my feeble abilities, a stren- 
uous and active advocate for an equal representation of 
thePEOPLE,in the HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE; 
fer having dared to attempt to accomplish a mea8ure,bv 
legal means, which was to diminish the weight of their 
taxes, and put an end to the profusion of their bloody 

From my infancy to this moment, I have devoted 
myself to the cause of the PEOPLE. Ii is a good 
cause. It will ultimately prevaiL It will finally tri- 
umph. Say then openly, in your verdict, if you da 
condemn me, which I presume you will not, that k 
is for my attachment to this cause alone, and not for 
those vain and wretched pretexts stated in the indict^ 
tnent, intended only to celor and disguise the red 
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motives of my accusation. The time will come, when 
men must stand or fall by their actions; when all hu« 
man pageantry shall cease; when the hearts of all shsdl 
be laid open to view. 

If you regard your most important interests; if you 
wish that your consciences should whisper to you the 
words of -^onHolation, rather than speak to you in the 
terrible language of remorse, weig^ well the verdict 
you are to pronounce. 

As for me,*I am careless and indifferent to my fate* 
I can look danger, and I can look death in the face^ 
for I am shielded by the consciousness of my own^ 
rectitude. I may be condemned to languish in there- 
cesses of a dungeon: I may be doomed to ascend the 
scaiFold. Nothing can deprive me of the recollection 
of the past; nothing can destroy my inward peace of 
mind, arising from the remembrance of having dis« 
charged my duty. 



On 'THE STARRY HeAVEKB. 

TO us who dwell on its surface, the earth is hy 
far the m st extensive orb that our eyes can any 
where behold. It is also clothed with verdure: dis- 
tinguished by trees; and adorned with a variety of 
beautiful decorations. Whereas, to a spectator placed 
on one of the planets, it wears a uniform aspect; looks 
all luminous, and no larger than a spot. To beings 
who dwell at still greater distancesj; it entirely disap- 
pears. 

That which we call, alternately, the morning 9nd 
evenmg star; as in one part of her orbit, she rides 
foremostlh the processipn of night; in the other, ush- 
ers in, and anticipates the dawn, is s planetary world; 
which with the five others, that so wonderfully vary 
their mystic dance, are in themselves dark bodies, 
and shine only by reflection; have fields, and seas, 
tuid skies of their own; are fuxnisbed with all accom- 
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modati6ns for animal aubsistence^and are supposed to 
be abodes of intellectual life. All which together 
with this our earthly habitation, are dependent on that 
grand dis|)en8er of divine munificence, the sun; re* 
ceive their* light from the distribution of his rays$ 
deirive their comfort from his divine agency. 

The sun is the great axle of heaven, about which, 
the globe we inhabit, and other more spacious orbs, 
wheel their stated courses. The sun, though seem* 
ingly smaller than the dial it illuminates, is Aundantly 
larger dian this whole earth; on which so many lofty 
mountains rise, and such vast oceans roll. A line, ex« 
tending through the centre of ,that resplendent orb^ 
would measure more than eight hundred thousand 
miles. A girdle, formed to dunroiuid it, would require 
a length of millions; Were its solid contents to be es* 
timated the account would overpower our under* 
standing, and be almost beyond the power of language 
to express^ 

Are we startled at these reports of as^onomy? Are 
we ready to cry out in a transport of surprise,. Hoitft 
mighty is the Being, who kindled such a prpdigioua 
Are, and who keeps alive, from age to age, such an 
enormous mass of flame! Let us attend our ffhilosophic 
guides, and we shall be brought acquainted yrith spec- 
ulations more enlarged, and more amazing. 

This sun, with aU attendant planets, is but a very 
little part of the grand machine of the universe. Ev- 
ery stkr, though in appearance no bigger thaln the dia* 
roond that glitters on a lady's ring, is really a mighty 
globe; like the sun in size, and \a glory; no less spa* 
cious;ii!tio les^ luminous than the radiant source of our 
day. So that every star is not barely a world, but the 
centre of a magnificent system; has a retinue of worlds^ 
irradiated by its beams, and revolving round its at- 
tractive influence. All which are lost t^ our sight. in 
unmeasurable wilds of ether. 

That the sttirs appear like so many diminutive, and 
scarcely distixiguish^e points, is^ owing to their im« 
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mense^ and inconceivable distance. Such a distance, 
that a cannon ball, could it continue its impetuous 
flight, with unabating rapidity, would not reach the 
nearest of those twinkling lun&inaries for more than 
five hundred thousand years! 

Can any thing be more wonderful than these obser^ 
vations? Yes; there are truths far more stupendous; 
there are scenes far more extensive. As there is no 
end of the Almighty Maker's greatness, so no im- 
agination can set limits to his creating hand. Could 
you soar btybnd the naoon, and pass through all die 
planetary choir; could you wing your way to the high* 
est apparent star, and take your stttad on one of those 
loftf pinnacles of heaven, you would there see other 
skies expanded; another sun, distributing his ine^ 
hauBtible beams by day; other stars which gild die 
hotrofB of the ahemate night; and other, perhaps 
nobler systems, established in unknown profusion 
through the boundless dimension^ of space. Nor do 
die dDrainions of the universal Sovereign terminate 
there. Even at the end of this vast tour,' you wouU 
find yourself advanced no further than the suburbs nf 
creation; arrived only at the frontiers of die great 
JEHOVAH'S kingdom. 



^ PaP£&9 ▲ PO£M« 

SOME wit of old; such wits of old there were, 
Whose hints showM meaning, whose allusions, care, 
By one brave stroke, to mark all human kind^ 
CalPd clear blani paper every infant mind; 
When still, as opening sense her dictates wi'ote, 
Fair virtue put a seal, or vice a blot. 

The thought was happy, pertinent, and true, 
Methinks a 
Iy (can you 
]^o wk, no 
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Various the pspers^ various wants produce^ 
The wants of fashiQa, elegaQce, and use. 
Men are as various: and, if right I scan. 
Each 8kM oipaptr represents some man* 

Vmy note the fop; half powder and half lace; 
Nice, as a band-box were, his dwelling place; 
He's the giit faptty which apart you st^e. 
And lock from vulgar hands in the scrutoire. 

. Mechanics, servants, fsurroers, and so fcnth, 
Are copy paper of inferior worth; 
Less prized, more useful, for your desk decreed. 
Free to all pens, and prompt at ev'ry need* 

The wretch, whom avVice bids to pinch and spare, 
Starve^ cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir. 
Is coarse hrown paper^%\xt^ as pedlars choose 
To wrap up wares, which better men will use. 

Take next the miser's contrast, who destroys 
Health, fame, and fortune, in a round of joys. 
Will any paper match him? Yes, throughout. 
He's a Xx^ol^ sinking papery past all doubt. 

The retail politician's anxious thought 
Deems this side alw^s right, and that stark naught; 
He foams with censure, with applause he raves, 
A dupe to rumors, and a tool of knaves; 
He'll want no type his weakness to prodaim, 
While such a thing zsifook<ap has a nai^e^ 

The hasty genllemaB, whose blood runs high, 
Who picks a quarrel if you step awry^ 
Who. can't a jest, or hint, or look enchu^: 
Whsn's he? What? Touchfaper to be sure. 

What are our poets, take them as tbey £^1^. 
Good, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at aD? 
Them, and their w(^ks in the same class you'll find; 
fl!hey are ^e mere waste-paper of mankind. 
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Observe the maiden, innocently itweet, 
She's fair white paper ^ an unsullied sheet; 
On which the happy man, whom fate ordains, 
May write his name, and take her for his pains. 

One instance more, and only one I'll bring; 
'Tis the great man wbe scorns a little thing; 
Whose thoughts, whose deeds, whose maxims are his 

own,-.. 
Form'd on the feelings of his heart alone: 
True genuine royal paper is his breast; ^ 

Of all the kinds most precious, purest, best. 



Extract from Cato's Speech before the 
Roman Senate, • after the Conspiracy of 
Catiline. 

I HAVE often spoken before you. Fathers, with 
some extent, to complain of luxury and the greedi- 
ness ibr money, tl^ twin vices of our corrupt citi- 
zens; and have thereby drawn upo& myself abundance 
of enemies. As I never spared any fault m myself, 
I was not easily inclined to favor the crimind ex- 
cesses of others. 

But though you paid little regard to my remon- 
strances, the Commonwealth has sdll subsisted by its 
» own strengdi; has borne itself up, notwithstanding 
your neglect. It is not now the same. Our manners, 
good or bad, are not the question; nor to preserve 
the greatness and lustre of the Roman empire; but 
to resolve whether all we possess and govern, well 
or ill, shall continue ours, or be transferred with our- 
selves to enemies. 

At such a time, in such a state, some talk to us of 
lemty and compassion. It is, long that we have lost 
the right names of things. The Commonwealth is in 
this deplorable situation^ only because we call bestow- 
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ing other people's estates, liberality, and audacious- 
ness in perpetrating crimes, courage. 

Let such men, since they will have it so, and it is 
become the established mode, value themselves upon 
their liberality at the expense of the allies of the em- 
pire, and of their lenity to the robbers of the public 
treasury; but let them not make a largess of our 
blood; and, to spare a small number of vile wretches, 
expose. all good men to destruction. 

bo not imagine. Fathers, that it was by arms our 
ancestors rendered this Commonwealth so great, from 
so snudl a beginning. If it had been so, we should 
now see it much niore flourishing, as we have more 
allies and citizens, more horse and foot, than they 
had. But they had other things, that made them great, 
of which no traces remain amongst us: at home, labor 
and industry; abroad, just and equitable government; 
a constancy of soul, and an innocence of manners, 
that kept them perfectly free in their councils; unres- 
trained either by the remembrance of past crimes, or 
by craving appetites to satisfy. 
• For these virtues, we haye luxyry and avarice, or 
madness to squander, joined with no less, to gain; 
the State is poor, and private men are rich. We ad- 
mire nothing but riches; we give ourselves up to sloth 
and effeminacy; we make no distinction between the 
good and the bad; whilst ambition engros$es all the 
rewards of virtue. Do you wonder, then, that dan- 
gerous conspiracies should be formed? Whilst you 
regard nothing but your private interest; whilst vo- 
luptuousness solely employs you at home, and avidity 
or favor governs you here, the commonwealth, with- 
out defence, is exposed to the devices of any one who 
thinks fit to attack it. 

E 
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Dialogue between the Ghosts of an English 
Duellist, A North-American Savage, And 
Mercury. 

Duellisu M ^S^^?7' ?T''\ ^°'a« "'^ *" 
XT JL other side of the water. Allow me, 

tefore it returns, to have some conversation with the 

North-American savage, whom you brought hither 

with me. I never before saw one of that species. He 

looks very grim. Pray, Sir, what' is your name? I 

understand you speak English. 

Savage. Yes, I learned it in my childhood, having 
been bred for some years among the English of New- 
York. But, before I. was a man, I returned to my 
valiant countrymen, the Mohawks; and haviiig been 
villanously cheated by one of yours in the sale-l of 
some rum, I never cared to have any thing to do with 
them afterwards. Yet I took up the hatchet for them 
with the rest of my. tribe in the late war against 
France, atid was killed while I was out upon a scalp- 
ing party. But I died very well satisfied: for my 
brethren were victorious; and before I was shot, I 
liad gloriously scalped seven men, and five women 
and children. In a former war, I had performed still 
greater exploits. My name is the Bloody Bear: it 
was given me to express my fierceness and valor. 
'/Duel. Bloody Bear, I respect you, and am much 
ydar hiitnble servant. My nam^ is Tom Pushwell^ 
very well known at Arthur's. I am a gendeman by 
my birth, ^nd by profession a gamester and map of 
honor- I have killed men in fair fighting, in honor- 
able single combiat; but don't understand cutting the 
throats of women and children. ' 

Sav. Sir, that is our way of making war* Every 
nation has its customs. But by the grimness of your 
countenance, and that hole in your breast, I presume^ 
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you were killed as I was,in some scalping party. How 
happened it that your enemy did not lake off your 
^'calpr 

Duel* Sir, I was killed in a duel. A friend of mine 
had lent me a sum of money; and after two or three 
years. Being in great want himself, he asked me to 
pay him. I thought his demand, which was somewhat 
• perflnptory, an aflront to my hoBor-, and sent him a 
challenge. We met in Hyde Park, The fellow could 
tiot fence: but I was absolutely the adroitest swords- 
man in England. So I gave him three or four wounds; 
but Sit last he ran upon me with such impetuosity, that' 
he put me out of my play, and I could not prevent him 
from whipping me through the lungs. I died the next 
day, as a man of honor should; without any snivelling 
signs of contrition or repentance: and he will follow 
me soon; for his surgeon has declared his wounds to 
be mortal. It is said that his wife is dead of grief, and 
that his family CK**ievett children will be undone by his 
death. So I am welt revenged, and that is a comforti^ 
For my part, I had no wife. I always hated marriage: 
iny mistress will take good care of herself, and my 
children arej^i'ovided for at the foundling hospital. 

Sav* Mercury I won't go in the boat with tliat 
fellow* He has murdered his countryman: he has 
murdered his friend: I say positively, I won't ga in 
the boat with that fellow. I will swim over the river: 
I can swim like a duck* 

Mer. Swim over the Styx! it must not be done: it 
is against the laws of Pluto's empire. You must go 
in the boat and be quiet. 

Sav* t)on't tell me of jaws: I am a savage: I value 
no laws. Talk of laws to the Englishmsm: there 
are laws in his country; and yet you see he did not 
regard them. For they could never allow him to kill 
his fellow-subject, in time of peace, because he ask- 
•d him to pay an honest debt. I know, indeed, that 
the English area barbarous nation: but they can't 
possibly be $o brulal as. to m^ake such thinga lawful* 
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Mer. You reason well against him* But how comes, 
it that you are so offended with murder; you, who 
have frecjuently massacred women in their sleep, and 
children m their cradle? 

Sav^ I killed none but my enemies: I never killed 
my own countrymen: I never killed my friend. Here, 
take my blanket, and let it come over in the boat; but 
se,e that the murderer does not sit upon it, or teuch 
it. If he does, I will burn it instantly i^ the fire I see 
yonder. Farewel. I am determbed to 8wim over the 
water. 

Mer. By this touch of my wand, I deprive thee of 
all thy strength. Swim now if thou canst. 

Sav* This is a potent enchanter. Restore me my 
i&trengthy and I prombe to obey thee. 

Mer. I restore it; but be orderly, and do as I bid 
you; otherwise worse will befal you. 

DutL Mercury, leave him to me. I'll tutor him 
for yOiit Sirrah Savage^ dost thou pretend to bo 
ashamed of nay company? Dost thou not know that I 
have kept the bes| company \jk England? 

S<w* X know thou art s^ scoundreL- Not p«(y tHg. 
d$^bt$! kill thy friend w%p lent tli^e monkey for asking 
thee for it! Get out of i^ay ftighjU I will drive thee 
into the Styx. 

Mer. Stop. I command thee. No violence. Talk 
to him calmly. 

Scco. I must obey thee. Well, Sir, let me know 
what merit you h^d to introi^uce you into gQQ4 com- 
pany? What could you do? 

Duel. Sir, I gamed, as I t;ol4 you. Sesides, I kept 
a good table. I eat as well as any man either io^ Eog* 
land or France. 

S(po. Eat! did you ever eat the liyer of a French- 
man, or his leg, OF lus shoulder? There is fine eating 
fpr you! I have ^a^ twenty. My table was always well 
served. My wife w^s esteemed the best cook for the 
dressing of man's ftesh in all North America. You- 
vrill not pretend to compare your eating with mineL 
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Duel* I dance very finely* 

Sav. ni dance with thee for thy ears* I can dance 
all day long* I can dance the war dance with more 
spirit than any man in my nation* Let us see thee 
begin it* How thou standest like a postf Has Mer^ 
cury struck thee with his enfeebling'rod? Or art thou 
ashaiped to let us see how awkward thou art? If he 
would permit me, I would teach diee to dance in a 
way that thou hast never yetleamed* .But what else 
canst thou do, thou hragging rascal? 

Duel* O misery! must I bear all this! What can I 
do with this fellow? I have neither sword nor pistol; 
and his shade seems to be twice .as strong as mine* ^ 

Men You must answer his questions*. It was yomr 
own desire to hare a conversation withi him* He is 
not well-bred^ ^ut he will tell you some iruths which 
you must necessarily hear, when you cbme before 
Rhadamanthus* He asked you what you could do 
beside eating and dancing* 

Duel* I sang very agreeably. - , 

Sav*l»tt tne hear you sing your death song^ or the 
wtirhoop* I challenge you to .sing* Come, begin* 
The fellow is mute* Mercury, this^s a liar. He has 
told us nothing but lies* Let me put oiit !his tongue. 

D^ieh The lie given me! and alas! I dare not resent 
it! What an indeljible disgrace to the family of the 
Push wells! This is indeed tormenting* ' 

" Mer. Here, Charon, take these twp savages to your 
care* How far the Ibarbarism of the iVf^^hawk will ex« 
cuse his hprrid acts, I leave Minos to judge* But 
what can be said for the Englishman? Can we plead 
thexustom of Duelling! A bad excuse, at the best! 
but here it 4sannot avail* The spirit that urged him to 
draw his sword against hisfViendis not that of honor, 
it is the spirit df thefuxies; ^d to them he must go* 
' Sav* If he is to be puhis.hfid for his wickedness, turn 
him over to me» I perfectly understand the art xif tor i 
meating* Sirrah, Ibegih my. work with this^box on 

2W 
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your ears, and will soon, teach you better manners 
diam you have yet learned. 

DueU Oh my honor, my honor, to what in£amy 
art thou fallen! ' 



Spzeoh of an Inoiaic Chief, of the SrocKBRiAGSr 
.. Tribe, to the MABSActtvsxTTs GoiTGasas, i» 
THE Year 1775. . 

Brothers^ 

YOU x'emember, when you first came over die 
great waters, I was great and you were little; 
very small. I then took you in for a friend, and kept 
you undermy arms, so thatno one mig^t injure you. 
Since that time we have ever been true friends: thete 
has never be^n any quarrel between us. But now our 
conditions are changed. You ane become great and 
tall. You reach to the clouds. You are seen all round 
the world. I am become small; very little* I am not 
so high as your knee. Now you take care of me; and I 
look to you for protection. 

Brothers! I am sorry to hear of this great quarrel 
between you and Old England* It appears that blood 
must soon be shed to end this quarrel. We never till 
this day understood the foundation of this quarrel 
between you and the country you came from.. Bro- 
tberfi! Whenever I see your, blood runnings you wiU 
soon find me about you torei^enge my brothers' bloodi 
Although I am. low and veiry amaH, I will gripe bold 
of your enemy's b^el, that he cannot run so mat, and 
a^ light, as if he had nothing at his heeh^ 

Brothers!. You kn&w I ani not so wise as you are,^ 
therefore I ask your advice in what I am now going 
tQ say* I have beoi thinking, before you come taac* 
tion, to take a run to die westward, and fed the mind 
<^C my Indian bTethreo, th^ Six Nations, and know 
how they stand; wh>jthflr they are on your side, or for 
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yiniT en^emie?* If I find they are a^inst you. I will 
tiy to Ctirn their minds. I think they will liati^n to me£ 
for they have always looked this way for advice, coii- 
ciscfiing ^n inoportan^t news that comes from the risiog 
san* If they hearken to me, you will not be afraid of 

' ai^y dangec froosk bf^hiiu} yott« However their minds 
ar? a&jcted, you shuU soon know by me* Now I think 
I can dQ( you more aeevke in this way than by march-. 
iog'OiS immedic^ly t^ Qostoa, and staymg there. It 
may ke a great wbUe before blood runs. Now, as I 
aaid, yjou.are wiser than I^ I leave this for your con* . 
s^eration, whether I come down immediately , or 
wak till I hear some blood is spilled. 

Brothers! I would not have you think by this, that 
we are falling back from our engagements. We are 
ready to dgi any thing for your relief, and shall be 
guided by your counsel. 

Brothers! one thing I ask of you, if you send for 
me to fight, that you will let me fic;ht my own Indian 
ii^}V I am not used to fight English fashion; there« 

^ fore you must not expect I can train like your men. 
Only point out to me where your enemies keep, and 
that is all I shall want to know* 



On the. Creatton of the WoRLt). 

TO. the ancient philosophers, creation from oodk* 
ing appeared an unintelligible idea. They main- 
tained the eternal existence of matter, which they 
supposed est be modelledby the sovereign mind of the 
imivecse, into the form which the earth now exhibits. 
Bat there is npdiingin this opinion which gives it any 
liiie tjO be oppos^ to the authority of revelation. The 
doc;1aaiie*of two self-existent, indepeiulent principles^ 
GiuLand naatter, the one active, the other passive^ is 
a>lqrpotbe8is which pFesents difficulties to human rea< 
son, at least as great as the creation of matter ttamt 
QOth^ig. Adheidne dieit to the testimony o£ soriptttre 
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we believe-that " in the beginning, God created,*' or 
ff om nonexistence brought into being, ^^ the heavens 
and the earth.** 

But though there was a period when this globe, 
with all that we see upon it, did not exist, ^e have 
no reason to think, that the wisdom and power of the 
Almighty were then without exercise or employment* 
Boundless is the extent of his dominion. Other globes 
and worlds, enlightened by other suns, may then have 
occupied, they still appear to occupy, the immense 
regions of space. Numheriess orders of beings, to as 
unknown, people the wide extent of the universe, 
and afford an endless variety of objects to^the ruling 
care of the grfeat Father of all; At length, in'^the 
course and progress of his government there arrived 
a period, when this earth was to be called into' exist- 
ence. When' the signal moment', predestinated from, 
all eternity, was come, the Deity arose in his might, 
and with a word created the worid. 

What an illustrious moment was that, when, from 
nonexistence, there sprang at once into being: this 
mightv globe, on wHicn so>inany millions of creatut*cs 
"now dwell! No preparatory measures were required* 
No long circuit o means was employed. *^ He spjUce; 
arid it was done: He commanded, and it stood fast.*' 
The earth was, at first, without form, and void; and 
darkness was oh the face of the deep.** The Almighty 
surveyed the dark abyss; and fixed bounds to the se- 
veral divisions of nature. He said, ^^Let th^re be 
light, and there ^wds light.'* 

Then appeared the sea, and the dry land* The 
mountains rose; and the rivers flowed. The son and 
rnooni began their course in the^^kies. Herbs and 
plants clothed the ground. The air, the earth, and 
the waters, were stored with, their respective tnhabi* 
tahts. At last, man was made after the image of God* 
He appeared, walking^ with countenance ^ erect; aiid 
, received his Creat6r*8 benediction, as the lord of this, 
new world. The Ahnighty beheld his work whien it 
wasfinished,and pronojanced It good* Superior beings 
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saw with wonder this new accession to existence. 
^^ The morning stars s^r^g together; and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy." 

But, on this great work of creation, let us not mere- 
ly gaze with ^tonishment. Let us conisider how it 
should aifect our cc^duct, by presenting the divine 
perfections in a light which is at once edifying and 
comforting to man. It displays the Creator as supreme 
in power, m wisdom, and in goodness. Let us look 
around, and survey this stupendous edifice, which we 
have been admitted to inhabit. Let us thii|k of the ex- 
tent of the different climates S|nd regions of the earth; 
of the magnitude of the movmtains, and of the ex- 
panse of the ocean, hcf. us conceive that immetise 
globe which contains thexa, lnnnphed at opce from the 
hand of the A^inighty; made tQ revolve i|i^essantly on 
its axis, that jit might pi'o4i|ce the vicissitudes ^f day 
and nighty thrown forth, 9t the same time, to run its an- 
nual course i^'perpetua} circuit through the hestyens* 

After such a mpdication, where is the grea^tness, 
where is the pride of man? Into what total annihila- 
tion do we sink, before aaoflfiAif^ent Being? Bever- 
ence, and humble adoration ought spontaneously to 
ariae. He, who fkeh no propensity to worship sm^ 
ack>re, i^ dead to alt sense of grandieur and mi^sty ; 
has extingubhed one of the mesf natural leelings of 
th^hwWMikhe^l. 



LZNBS SBOXEN AT A SCHOOL-E^HIBITIOK, IT A 
LXTTLfi BOT %E:VEN Y£All» OLD. 

• - ^ 

YOU'P scarce expert one of my age^ 
To speak in pubUc^ on the stagei: 
Atid if I chancy to faU below 
Demosthenes or Cicero, 
'Don't view me with a.crilicV ejrc» 
But^p^9 my imtperfectiQUfi by/ 
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I 

Large streams from little fountains flowj 
Tall oaks from little acorns grow: 
And though I now am small and young, 
Of judgment weak, and feeble tonguei 
Yet all great learned men, like me. 
Once leam'd to read their A, B, C* 
-But why may not Columbia's «oil 
Rear men as great as Britain's isle; 
Exceed what Greece and Rome have done, 
Or any land beneath the sun? 
Mayn't Massachusetts boast. as great 
As any her sister State? 
Or, where's the town, go far and near^ 
That docs not find a rival here? ^ 
Or whore's the boj^; but three feet high. 
Who's made improvements more than I? 
These thoughts inspire my youthful mind 
To be the greatest of mankind; 
Great, not like Cesar^ fitaia'd with blood; 
But only great, as I am good. 



Extract radM Mii^ Pitt's Speech jn the Bri- 
tish PaRLIAHENT, IN THE TEAR 1766, ON THE 

Subject of the Stamp- Act. 

TT is a long time, Mr. Speaker, sinee I have attended 
^ in Parliament* When the resolution was taken in 
the House to' t^ America, I was ill in bed. If I 
could have endured to have been carried in my bed, 
so great was the agitation of my mind for the conse- 
quences,. that I would have solicited some kind hand 
to have laid me down o^this floors to have borne my 
testimony againist it. It is now an act thai^ has passed. 
I would speak with decency of every act of this 
House; but I must beg the indulgence of the House 
to speak of it with freedom. 

I hope a day may be soon appointed to consider 
tiii^ state of the nation with respect to America. I hope 



i 
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.gentlemen will come to this debate with all the temper 
^md 'impartiality that his Majesty recommends, and 
the importance of the subject requires* A subject of 
greater importance than ever engaged the attention of 
this House! That subject only excepted, when, nearly 
a century ago, it was the question whtthcr you your- 
selves were to be bond or free.^ In the mean time, as I 
cannot depend upon health for any future day, such is 
the nature of my infirmities, I will beg to say a few 
words at present, leaving the justice, the equity, the 
policy, the expediency of the act to another time. 

I will only speak to .one point, which seems not to 
have been generally understood. Some gentlemen 
seem to have conside^d it as a point of honor. If 
gentlemen consider it in that light, they leave all mea- 
sures of right and^ wrong, to follow a delusion that 
may lead to destruction. It is my opinion that this 
kingdom has no right to lay a tax upon the Colonies. 
When in this House we give and grant, we give and 
grant what is our own* But in an American tax, what 
do we do? Wd, your Majesty^s Commons of Great- 
Britain, give and grant to your Majesty, what? our 
own property? No. We give and grant to your Ma- 
jesty, the property of your Majesty's Commons of 
America. It is an absurdity in terms. 

There is an idea in some, that the colonies are virtu- 
ally represented in this House# I would fstin know by 
whom an American is represented here? Is he repre- 
sented by any knight of the shire, in any county in 
this kingdom? Or will you tell him that he is repre- 
sented by any representative of a borough; a.borough, 
which perhaps no man ever saw? This is what is called 
the rotten part of the Constitution. It cannot continue 
a century. If it does not drop, it mus^l^e amputated* 
The idea of a virtual representatipn of America, in 
this House, is the most contemptible idea that ever 
entered into the head of a man. It does not deserve 
. a serious refutation. 
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The Commons of America, represented in their 
several asseit}|blies, have ever been ib possession of 
the escercise of this, their constitutions^ right of giv- 
ing and granting their own money. They urould have 
been slaves if they had ndt enjoyed it. 

A great deal has been said without ^oors, of the 
power, of the strength of America. It is a topic which 
ought to be cautiously meddled with. In a good cause, 
<»n a sound bottom, the force of this countiy can crush 
America to atoms. I know the valor of your troops. 
I know the skill of your officers* There b not a com- 
pany of foot that has starved in America, out of which 
you may not pick a man of sufficient knowledge and 
experience, to make a goveitior of a colony there. 
But on this ground, on the Stamp- Act, when so many 
here will thiiik it a crying injustice, I am one who 
will lift up my hands against it. 

In such a cause your success would be hazardous* 
America, if she fdl, would fall like the strong msm. 
She would embrace the pilRrs of the State, and putt 
down the constitution along with her. Is this your 
bolksted peace? Not to sheath th^ sword in its scab- 
bard, but to sheath it in the bowels of your country- 
men? Will yoii quarrel with yourselves, now the 
whole House of Bourbon is uliited againstyou? 

The Americans have been wronged. They have 
been driten to madness by injustice. Will you punish 
them for the madness you have occasioned? Itather 
let prudence and teniper com^ first from this side. I 
will undertake for America, -that sh^ will follow the 
exaife^le. 

Upon the whole^ t will beg leave to tell the House 
what is really my opinion, it is that the Stamp^Act 
he repealed atec^Utely, totally, and immediately. 
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Scene fkou the Farce ow LeIthe* 

Enter Mr* an4 Mrs. Tatoo^ and iEsop. 

21*. rp T717^Y don't vou come along,^ Mr. 
Mrs. lot. YV Tatoo? what the deuee are you 
afraid of { ' 

Ms. Don't be'angry jrouog lady; the gentleman i% 
your husband, I suppose. 

Mrs. Tat. How do you know that, Sir? What> 
you an't all conjurers in this world, are you? 

JS,s. Your behaviour to him is a sufficient proof of 
his condition, without the gift of conjuration. 

Mrs. Tat. Why^ I was as free with him before 
marriage as I am now; I never was coy or prudish in 
my life. 

JEs. I believe you, madam; pray, how long have 
you been married? You seem to be very young, 
madam. 

Mrs. Tat. I am old enough for a husband, and 
have be^n married long enough to be tired of one. 

Ms. How long pray? 

Mrs. Tat. Why, above three months: I, married 
Mr. Tatoo without my guardian's consent. 
> ,Ms. If you married him with your own consent, I 
think you might continue your affection a litde longer. 

Mrs.'Tat. WTiat signifies wht;t you think, if I don't 
think so? We are quite tired of one another, and are 
come to drink some of your le— -lethaly— le-lethily, 
I think they call it, to forget one another, and be mx^ 
married again. 

Ms. The waters can't divorce you, madam; and 
you may easily forget him without the assistance of 
Lethe. 

3Irs. Tat. Ay! how so? 

Ms. By remembering continually he is your bus* 
band: there are several ladies have no other receipts 
But what does the gendemaa say to this? 

F . 
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Mrs. Tat. What signifies what he says? I an't so 
young and so foolish as that comes to, to be directed 
by my husband, or to care what either he Bays, or 
you say. 

3Ir. Tat. Sir, I was a drummer in a marching re- 
giment when I ran away with that young lady. I im- 
mediately bought out of the corps, and thought myself 
made forever; little imagining that a poor vain fellow 
was purchasing fortune at the expense of his happine98» 

JEs. 'Tis even so, friend; fortune and felicity are 
as often at variance as man and. wife. 

Mr. Tat. I found it so, Sir. This high life (as^I 
thought it) did not agree with me; I have not laugh'd, 
and scarcely slept since my advancement; and unless 
your worship can alter her notions, I must e'en quit 
the blessings of a fine lady and her portion, and, for 
content, have recourse to eight pence a day and my 
drum again. 

JUs. Pray, who has advised you to a separation? 

Mrs. 7V/^. Several young ladies of my acquaint- 
ance; who tell me, they are not angry at me for mar- 
rying him; but for being fond of him since I have 
married him: and they say I should be as complete a 
fine lady as any of them, if I would but procure a 
separate divorcement. 

jEs. Pray, madam, will you let me ,know what 
you call a fine lady? * 

Mrs. Tat. Why, a fine lady, and a fine gentle- 
man, are two of the finest things upon earth. 

Ms. I have just now had the honor of knowing 
what a fine gentleman is; so, pray confine yourfielf to 
the lady. * 

Mrs.^ Tat. A fine lady, before marriage, lives with 
her papa and mamma, who breed her up till she 
learns to despise them, and resolve to do nothing they 
bid her; this makes her suCh a prodigious favorite, 
that she wants for nothing. And when once she. is 
her own mistress, then comes the pleasure! 

Ms. Pray let us hear. 
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Mrs. Tat* She lies in bed all the morning, rattles 
about all day, and sits up all night; she goes every 
where, and sees every thing; knows every body, and 
loves no body; ridicules her friends, coquets with 
her lovers, sets the^ together by the ears, tells fibs, 
makes mischief, buys ehina, cheats at cards, keeps a 
lapdog, and hates the parson; she laughs much, talks 
loud, never blushes, says what she will, does what 
she will, goes where she will, marries whom she 
pleases, hates her husband in a month, breaks his 
heart in four, becomes a widow, slips from her gal- 
lants, and begins the world again. There's a life for 
you; what do you think of a fine lady now? 

^s. As I expected. You are very young, madam, 
and, if you are not very careful, your natural propen- 
sity to noise and aiFectation will run you headlong 
into foHy, extravagance, and repentance. 
. Jfrs. Tat. What would you have me do? 

j£jr. Drink a large quantity of Lethe to the loss of 
your acquaintance; and do you. Sir, drink another, 
to forget this false step of your wife; for whilst you 
remember her folly, you can never thoroughly-regard 
her; and whilst you keep good company, madam, as 
you call it, and follow their example, you can never 
have a just regard for your husband; so both drink 
smd be happy. 

Mrs.Tat. Well, give it me whilst I am in humor, 
or I shall certainly, change my-xnind again. 

jEs. Be patient till the rest of the company drink, 
and divert yourself in the mean time with walking in 
the grove. 

Mrs. Tat. Well, come along husband, and keep me 
in humor, or I shall beat you such an alarum as you 
never beat in all vour life. 
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Extract from the Eulogy on Dr. Frai^klik, 

PRONOUNCED BY THE AbBE FaUCHET^ IN THE' 
NAME OP THE CoMMONS OlT PaRIB, 1790. 

A SECOND creation has takeiT place; the ele- 
ments of society begin to combine together; 
the moral universe is now seen issuing from chaos; 
the genius of Liberty is awakened, and springs up; 
she sheds her divine light and creative powers upoa 
the two hemispheres. A great nation, astonished at 
seeing herself free, stretches her arms from one ex* 
tremity of the earth to the other, and embraces the 
first nation that became $o: the foundations of a nev 
city are created ii^ the two worlds; brother nations 
hasten to inhabit it. It is the city ojp mankind! 
. One of the first founders of this universal city was 
the immortal FRANKLIN, the deliverer of Ame- 
rica. The second founders who accelerated this great 
^crk, made it worthy of Europe. The legislators^of 
France have rendered the most solemn homage to* 
his memory. They have said, " A friend of huma- 
nity is dead; mankind ought to be overwhelmed with 
sorrow! Nations have hitherto only worn mourning, 
for Kings; let us assume it for a Man, and let the 
tears of Frenchmen mingle with those of Americans, 
in order to do hoijior to the memory of one of the 
Fathers of Liberty!" ^ 

The city of Paris, which once contained this phi* 
losopher within its walls, which was intoxicated with 
the pleasure of hearing, admiring, and loving him; of 
gathering from his lips the maxims of a moral legis- 
lator, and of imbibing from the effusions of his heart 
a passion for the public welfare, rivals Boslun and 
Philadelphia, his two native cities (for in one he was 
born 9S it were a man, and in the other a legislator) 
in its profound attachment to his merit and his glory. 
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It has commanded this funeral solemnity, in order 
to perpetuate the gratitude and the grief of this third 
country, which, by the courage and activity, with which 
itjias profited of his lessons, has shown itself worthy 
of having him at once lor an instructor and a model. 

In selecting mcf for the interpreter of its wishes, it 
has declared, that it is less to the talents of an orator, 
than to the patriotism of a citizen, the zeal of a 
preacher of liberty', and the sensibility of a friend of 
men, that it hath confided this solemn functidn. In 
this point of view, I may speak with firm confidence; 
for I have the public opinion, and the testimony of 
my own conscience, to second my wishes. Since no- 
thing else is wanting than Jreedom, and sensibility, 
for that species of eloquencie which this eulogium re- 
quires, I am satisfied; for I already possess them. 

My voice shall extend to France, to America, to 
posterity. I am now to do justice to a great man, the 
founder of transatlantic freedom; I am to praise hinl 
in the name of the mother city of French liberty, I 
myself also am a man; I am a freeman; I possess the 
suffrages of my fellow-citizens: this is enough; my 
discourse shall be immortal. 

The academies, the philosophical societies, the 
learned" associations which have done themselves 
honor by inscribing the name of Franklin in their re- 
cords, can best appreciate the debt due to hfs genius, 
foriiaving extended the power of man over nature, 
and presented new and sublime ideas, in a style sim- 
ple as truth, and pure as light. ' 

It is not the naturalist and the philosopher that 
the orator of the Commons of Paris ought to des- 
cribe; it is the man^ who hath accelerated the pro- 
gress of social order; it is the legislator j who hath 
prepared the liberty of nation^! 

Franklin, in his periodical works, which had pro- 
digious circulatiqn on the continent of America, laid 
the sacred foundations of social morality. He was 
no less iniinitable in the developments of the same 

F 8 
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morality, when applied to the duties^ of friendship, 
general charity, the employment of one's time, the 
happiness attendant upon good works, the necessary 
combination of private with public welfare, the pro« 
priety and necessity of indusiry; and to that happjr 
state which puts us at ease with society and withoUr- 
selves* The proverbs of " Old Henry," and " Poor 
Richar.d,'' are in the hands both of the learned and of 
the ignorant; they contain the most sublime mofality, 
reduced to popular language and common compre-* 
hension; and form the catechism of happiness for all 
mankind. 

Franklin was too great a moralist, and too well ac- 
quainted with human affairs, not to perceive that wo- 
men were the arbiters of manners. He strove to per- 
fect their empire; and accordingly engaged them to 
adorn* the sceptre of virtue with their graces. It is in 
their power to excite courage; to overthrow vice, by 
means of their disdain; to kindle civism, and to light 
up in every heart the holy love of our country. 

His daughter, who was opulent and honored with 
the public esteem, helped to manufacture and to 
make up the clothing for the army with her own 
hands; and spread abroad a noUe emulation among 
the female citizens, who became eager to assist those 
by meaniB of the needle and .the spindle, who were 
serving the state with their swords and their guns^ ^ 

With the charm, ever attendant upon true wisdom, 
and the grace ever flowing from true sentiment, th» 
grave philosopher knew how to converse with the 
other sex; to inspire them with a taste Tor domestic 
occupations; to hold out to them the prize attendant 
upon honor ^unaccompanied by reproach, and instil 
the: duty of cultivating the first precepts of education^ 
in order to teach them to their children; and thuk to 
acquit the debt due to nature, and fulfil the hope of 
society* It must be acknowledged,vthat, in his owtb 
country^ he addressed hknvelf to minds capaUe o^ 
GfiBOfO'ebtfiLding ,faiiB(&: 
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Immortal females of Americaf I will tell it to the- 
daughters of France, and they^only are fit to applaud 
you! You have attained the utmost of what your seac 
is capable; you possess the beauty, the simplicity, the 
planners, at once natural and pure; the primitive' 
graces of the golden age. It was among you that 
liberty wns first to have its origin. But the empire of 
freedom, which is extended to France, is about to 
aarry your manners along with it, and produce a rt^s 
vcdution in morals as well as in politics. 

Already our female citizens, (for they have latelj^ 
become such) are not any longer occupied with those 
frivolous ornaments, and vain pleasures, which were 
nothing more than the amusements of slavery; they 
have awakened the love of liberty in the bosoms of 
fathers, of brothers, and oi husbands; they have en« 
couraged them to make the most generous sacrifices; 
their delicate hands have removed the earth, ckagged 
it along, and helped to elevate the immense amphi- 
theatre of the grand confederation. It is no longer 
the love of voluptuous softness that attracts their re- 
gard; it is the s^red fire of patriotism* 

The laws which are to reform education, and with 
it the national manners, are already prepared; they' 
will advance, they will fortify the cause of liberty by 
means of their happy influence, and become the se-« 
cond saviors of their country! 

Franklin did not omit any of the means of being 
useful to men, or serviceable to society. He spoke 
to aU conditions, to both sexes, to every age» This 
aaniable moralist descended, in his writings to the 
most artless details; to the mc»t ingenuous &miliari<* 
ties; to the fii>6t ideas of a rural, a commercial, and 
"civil life; to the dialogues of old men and children; 
full at once of sA the verdhire and ail the maturity of 
wisdom. In short, the prudent lessons arising fipoitft' 
the exposition of those obscure, happy, easy virtues, 
which form so many links in the chain of a good 
man's life, derived immense weight from that repa- 
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tation for genius which he had acquired, by being 
one of the first naturalists and greatest philosophers 
in the universe. 

At one and the same time he governed nature in 
the heavens and in the hearts of men. Amidst the 
tempests of the atmosphere, he directed the thunderi 
amidst the storms of society, he directed the passions. 
Think, gentlemen, with what attentive docility, with 
what religious respect, one must hear the voice of a 
simple man who preached up human happiness, 
when it was recollected that it was the powerful 
voice of the same man who regulated the lightning. 

He electrified the consQiences, in order to extract 
the destructive fire of vice, exactly in the same man- 
ner as he electrified the heavens, in order peaceably 
to invite from them the terrible fire of the elements. 

Venerable old man! august philosopher! legislator 
of the felicity of thy country, prophet of the frater- 
nity of the human race, what ecstatic happiness em* 
belMshed the end of thy career! From thy fortunate 
asylum, and. in the midst of thy brothers who en- 
joyed in tranquillity the fruit of thy virtues, and the 
success of thy genius, thou hast sung songs of deli- 
verance. The last, looks, which thou didst cast 
around thee, beheld America happy; France on the 
other side of the ocean, free, and a sure indication 
of the approaching freedom and happiness of the 
world. 

The -United States, looking upon themselves as 
thy children, have bewailed the death of the father qf 
their republic. France, thy family by adoption, has 
honored thee as the founder of her laws>and the hu- 
man race has revered thee as the universal patriarch 
who has formed the alliance of nature with, society. 
Thy remembrance belongs to all ages; thy memory 
to all nations; thy glory to eternityt 
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Epilogue to Addisok's Cato. 

YOU see mankind the same in every age/ 
Heroic fortitude, tyrannic rage, 
Boundless ambition, patriotic truth, 
And hoary treason^ and untainted youth. 
Have deeply mark'd all periods and all climes, 
The noblest virtues, rrna the blackest £rimes« 
Did Cesar, drunk with power, and madly brave, 
Insatiate bum, his countiy to enslave? 
Did he for this, lead forth a servile host 
To spill the choicest blood that Rome oould boastf 
The British Cesar too hath done the same, 
And doomM this age to everlastiilg^ fame. 
Columbisi's crimsonM fields stiU smoke with gore; 
Her bravest heroes coVer all the shoi^: 
The flower of Britain, in full martial bloom. 
In this sad war> sent headlong to. the tomb. 
Did Rome's brave senate nobly dare t' oppoB^ 
The mighty Cc/trent, stand confess'd their fpesy 
AjDd boldly arftf the viPtUOUS few, and dare 
The desp'rate honors of unequal W^? 
Our senate too the sadne bold deed haVe done, 
And for a Cato, arm'd A Washingtoti; 
A chief, m all the ways of battle skiU^, 
Great in the council, mighty in the field. 
His martial arm, and steady soul alone, 'I 

Have made tjiy legions shake, thy navy groan, > 
And thy proud empire totter to the throne. J 
O, what thou' art, may'st thou forever be, 
And death the lot of any chief but thee! 
WeVe^iadour Decius too; and Howe could say, 
Health, pardon, peace, George sends America; 
Yet brought destruction for the olive wreath; 
For health, contagion, and for pardon, death. 
Rise! theD, my countrymen, for fight prepare; 
Gird on your swords, and fearless r^sh to war: 
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'Tis your bold task the genVous strife to try; 
For your grlev'd country nobly dare to die! 
No pent-up Utica contracts your pow'rsj 
For the whole boundless continent is ours! 



Self-Conceit. 
Ak Address, spoken by a vert small Boy. 

WHEN bpys are exhibiting in public, the polite- 
ness or curiosity *of the hearers frequently 
induces them to inquire the names of the performers. ' 
To save the trouble of answers, so far as related to 
myself, my name is Charles Chatterbox. I was bom ' 
in this town; and have grown to my present enor- , 
mous stature, without any artificial help. It is true, 
I eaty drink, and sleep, and take as much • care of my 
noble self, as any young man about; but I a6i a mons* 
trous great student. There is no telUng the half of 
what 1 have read. 

Why, what do you think of the Arabian Tales? 
Truth! every word truth! There's the story of the 
lamp, and of rook's eggs as big as a meeting-house* 
And there is the history of Sinbad the Sailor. I have 
read every word of them. And I have read Tom 
Thumb's Folio through, Winter Evening Tales, and 
Seven Champions, and Parismus, and Parismenus^ 
and Valentine and Orson, and Mother Bunch, and 
JSeven Wise Masters, and a curious bopk, entitled. 
Think well on't. 
, Then there is another wonderful book, containing 
fifty reasons why an old bachelor was not married. 
The first was, that nobody would have him; and the 
second was, he declared to every body, that he would 
not marry; and so it went on stronger and stronger. 
Then, at the close of the book, it gives an account of 
his marvellous death and burial. And in the appen- 
dix, it tells about his being ground over, find coming 



s 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR; 71 

out ds young, and as fresh, and as fair as ever. Then, 
every few pages, is a picture of him to the life. 

I have also read Robinson Crusoe, and Reynard 
the fox, and Moll Flanders; and I have read twelve 
delightful novels, and Irish Rogues, and Life of Saint 
t'atrick, and Philip Quarle, and Conjuror Crop, and 
^sop's Fables, and Laugh and be Fat, and Toby 
Lumpkin's Elegy on the Birth of a Child, and a Co^ 
medy on the Death of his Brother, and an Acrostic, 
occasioned by a mortal sicknest of his dear wife, of 
which she recovered. This famous author wrote a 
treatise on the Rise and Progress of Vegetation; and 
■ a whole body of Divinity he comprised in four lines* 
I have- read all the works of Pero Gilpin, whose 
" memory was so extraordinary, that he never forgot 
the hours of eating and sleeping. This Pero was a 
rare lad. Why, he could stand on Ins head, as if it 
were a real pedestal; his feet fie used for drumsticks. 
He was trumpeter to the foot guards in Queen 
Betty's time; and if he had not blown his breath 
away, might have lived to this day. 

Then, I have read the history of a man who mar- 
ried for money, and of a woman that would wear her 
husband's smalt-clotht:8 in spite of him; and I have 
read four books of riddles and rebusses; and all that 
in not half a quarter. 

Now what signifies reading so much if one can't 
tell of it? In thinking over these things, I am some- 
times so lost in company, that 1 don't hear any thing 
that is said, tilt some one pops out that witty saying, 
*' A penny for your thoughts." Then I say, to be 
dure, I was thinking of a book I had been reading. 
Once, in this mood, I came very near swallovviuj'. my 
cup and saucer; and another time, was upon the very 
point of taking down a punch-bowl, that held a gal- 
lon. Now, if I could fairly have gotten them down,, 
they would not have hurt me a jot; for -my mind is 
capacious enough for a china shop. There is no 
dioktng a man of my reading. Why, if my mind can 
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contq^iti Genii and Gkints, sixty feet high, and e&- 
chant^ ca^tleS) why not a punch-bowl, and a whole 
tea-board? 

It was always conjectured that I should be a raoiH 
stroos great man; and I belieTe, as miich as I do the 
Spanish war, that I shall be a perfect Brobdingnag in 
time* 

Well now, do you see, when I have read a book, I 
go right off into the company of the ladies;^ for they 
are the judges whether a man knows any thing or not. 
Then I bripg on a subject which will show my parts 
to the best advantage; and I always tnind and say a 
9mart thing just before I quit. 

You must know, moreover, that I have learned a 
great dtjal of wit. I wad the first man who invented 
all that people say about cold tongues, and warm 
tongues, and may-bees. I invented the wit of kissing 
the candlestick when a lady holds it; as also the plays 
of criminal and cross-question; and above all, I in- 
vented* the wit of paying toll at bridges. In short, 
ladies and gentlemen, take me all in all, I am a 
downright curious fellow. 



Howard and Lester. 
A Dialogue on Learning and Useftjlness. 

XT J Y IFE is much like a fiddle: everv' man 
Howard, I , i_ . • • !_• "^ 

I A plays' such a tune as suits him. 

Lester. The more like a fiddle, the better I like it. 
Any thing that makes a merry noise suits me; and 
the man that does not set his hours to music, has a 
dull time on't. 

How. But, Lester, are there no serious duties, in 
life? Ought we not to improve our minds, and to 
prepare for usefulness? 

LeaU Why, in the present day, a man's preparing 
himself for usefulness, is like carrying coals to New-' 
oastle* Our country is full, of useful men; teO|, at 
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least, to where ooe is wanted, and all of them ten 
times .as ready tQ serve the public, aa the public is to 
be served. If every man should go to Congress that's 
fit for it, the federal city would hardly hold them* 

How* You mean, if all who think themselves fit 
for it. 

Lest* No^I meant as I said* 

Ifow. Then what do you think fits a man for Con- 
gress! 

Lest* Why he must be flippant and bold. 

. Mov^ W^hatgood will that da him, if he is with« 
out knowledge? 

Lestm O! he must have knowledge to be sure. 

Jloiv^ Well, must he not be a man in whom the 
people can trust? Must he not underst^jl politics? 
and must he not be able and willing to serve his 
country? 
, Lest. I agre**^ to all that. 

ffotu. Then ^''ou suppose that the federal city could 
hardly hold all our men who unite eloquence with 
confidence, knowledge with integrity, andpc^tcy with 
patriotism. I fear that a cduntinghouse would give 
them full accommodation. 

Lest. I don t go so deep into these matters: but 
this is certain, that when the election comes, more 
than e0ough are willing to go. 

How. That, my friend, only proves that more than 
enough are IgnotaQt of themselves: but are there no 
other ways of Serving the public? 

yLest. Yes} one may preach, if he will do it for fit* 
tie or nothing. He may practise law, if he can get 
any body to employ him; or he may be a Doctor or 
an instructor; but J tell you the country is crowded 
with learned men begging bMsiness. 

How. Then you intend to prepare yourself for A** . 
ignorant herd; so that you may not be crowded. 

Lest. I have serious thoughts of it. You may take 
your own w^y, but I'll never w^ar^out. a fine pair of 
eyes in preparing myself for usefulness, till this sam<^ 

G ' 
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public- will give me- a bond to employ me when I am 
ready to serve them. Till such a bond is signed, seal-, 
ed, and delivered, I shall set my hours to the tune of 
^^ Jack's alive." To-day's the ship I sail in, and that 
will carry the flag, in spite of the combined powers^f 
yesterdays and tQ^morraws. 

How. Well, Leister, you cmi take, your choice. I 
shall set my hours to a more serious tune. I ask no 
bond of the public. If my mind is well furnished with 
knowledge and that same generous public, which has 
so uniformly called to her service the dkceming, 
should refuse my services, still I shall possess a trea- 
sure, which, after a few years of dissipation, you 
would giye the world to purchase, THE RECOL* 
LECTION OF TIME WELL SFENT. 



N 



Christ^s Crucifixio!^. 
OW darkness fell 



On all the region round; the shrouded isun 
From the impen'tent earth withdrew his light: 
I thirst, the Saviour -cried; and lifting up 

.His eyes in agony, My God, My God! 
Ah! whv hast thou forsaken me? exclaim'9. 

Yet deem him not forsaken of his God! 
Beware that error. 'Twas the mortal part 
Of his compounded nature, breathing forth 
Its last sad agony, that so complain'd: 
Doubt not that veil of sorrow was withdrawn, 
And heav'nly comfort to his soul vouchsaf'd^ 
Ere thus he cry'd, Father! into thy hands 
My spirit I commend. Then bow'd his head 
And died. Now Gabriel and his heavenly choir 

* Oi^ihist'ring angels hov'ring o'er the cross 
Receiv'd his spirit, at length from mortal pangs 
And fleshly pris'n set free, and bore it thence 
Upon their wing* rejoicing.' Then behold 
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A prodigy, that to the world announced ' 
A new religion and dissqiv'd the old: 
The teoiple's sacred veil was rent in twain 
From top to bottom, 'midst th' attesting shocks 
Of earthquake and the rending up of graves. 
Now those mysterious symbols, heretofore 
Curtain'd from vulgar eyes, and holiest deem'd 
Of holies, were display'd to public view: 
The mercy-seat, with its cherubic wings 
O'ershadowM, and the golden ark beneath 
GoyVing the testimony, now through the rent 
Of that dissevered veil first saw the light; 
A world redeem 'd had now.no farther need 
Of typfes and emblems, dimly shadowing forth 
An angry JDeity withdrawn from sight 
And canopied in clouds. Him, face to face, 
Now in full light reveal'd,^the dying breath 
Of his dear Sou appeas'd, and purchased pea^e 
And reconcilement for offending man. 

Thus the partition wall, by Moses buil^ /^ 

By Christ was levell'd, and the Gentile world 
Entered the breach, by their great Captain led 
Up to the throne of grace, opening himself 
Through hk own flesh a new and living way* 
Then were the oracles of God made known 
To all the nations, sprinkleci by the blood 
Of Jesus, and baptiz'd into his death; 
So was the birthright of the elder born^ 
Heirs of the promise, forfeited; whilst they, 
Wham sin had erst in bondage held, made free 
From sin, and servants of the living God^ 
Now gain'd. the gift of God, eternal life. 

Soon as those signs ^nd prodigies were seen 
Of those who watch'd the cross, conviction smote 
Their fear-struck hearts. The sun, at noon-day dark: 
The earth convub^ve underneath their feet, 
And the firm rocks, in shiver'd fragments rent, 
RousM them at once to tremble and believe. 
Then was our Lord by heathen lips confessed. 
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When the centurion cry^d^ In very trutti 
This ri-ghteous person was^the Son of Godj 
The rest^ in heart assenting, stood abash'd, . 
Watching in silence tWe tremendous scene. 

The recollection of^is gracious acts. 
His dying pray'rs and their own impious taunts 
Now rose in sad review; too late they wish'd 
The deed undone, and sighing smote their hreasts. 
Straight from God's presence went that angel forth, 
-Whose trumpet shall call up the sleeping dead 
At the last day, and bade the saints arise 
And come on earth to hail this promis'd hour^ 
The day»spring of salvation. Forth they came ' 
From their dark tenements, thefr shadowy forms 
Made visible as in their fleshly $tate. 
And through the holy city here and there 
Frequent they gjeam'd, by itight, by day, with fear 
And wonder seen of many: holy seers, 
Prophets and >in^myrs'&%»m the^grave set freoi 
And the fint^its vf Ae redeettied dctad* 

They^ vho with Cbmt craDs%ur'd on the oi^onk 
Were seen of his disciples in a dead 
Of dazzKng glory, now, in form distinct, 
Mingling amidst the puUk haunts of men, 
Struck terror to all hearts: Ezekiel there, 
The captive seer, to whom on Chebar's banks 
The heavens were opeited and the fatal roll . 
Held forth, with dire denunciations fill'd, 
Of lamentation, mourning and of woe. 
Now falling fast on Israel's wretched racer 
He too was there, Hilkiah's holy son, 
With loins clcse gh*t, and glowing lips of fire 
By God's own finger touch'd: there might Jbe seen 
The youthful propiiet, Belteshazzer nam'd 
Of the Chaldees, Lnterpreter o '' dreams, 
Knowledge of Goa bestow'd, in visions skill'd, 
And fair, and leam'd and wise: the Baptist here. 
Girt in his hairy mantle, frowning stalked, v 
And pointb^; to his ghastly wound, ex^IaitHi'd,* 
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Ve vipers! whom my warning could not move 
Timely, to flee from the' impending wrath 
.Now fieillen on your heads; whom I indeed 
With water, Christ hath now with firei)aptized: ^ 
Barren ye were of frti^its, which I prescribed 
Meet for repentance, and behold! the ax 
la laid to the unprofitable foot 
Of every sapless tree, b^wn down, condemned 
And cast into the fire. Lo! these are they. 
These shadowy forms now floating in your sight. 
These are the' harbingers of ancient days. 
Who witnessM the Messias^ and announc'd ^ 
His coming upon earths Mark with what scorn 
Silent they pass you by: thejnt had ye heard, 
Them had ye noted with a patient mind. 
Ye had not crucifiedthe Lord of Life: 
He of these stones to Abraham shall raise up 
Children, than you more worthy of his stock; 
And BOW his winnowing fan is in his band. 
With which he'll purge his floor, and having stored 
The precious grain in gamers, will consume 
With fire unquenchable the refuse chaff. 



T^£ Wonders of Nature. 

HOW mighty! how majestic! and how my*teri«- 
ous are Nature's woHks! When the air is calm, 
where sleep the stormy winds? In what char>4)er8 are 
Aey reposed;, or in what dungeons confined^ But 
when R e^ ^^ who holds them in his fist," is pleasM 
to awaken their rage^ and throw open their prison 
doors, then with irresistibk impetoosity, they rush ^ 
forth) scattering dread, and -menficing destruction^ ^ 

The atmosphere is btirlediato the mosttumuhuous 
«oii(bsion«Tbe ae rial ton^ent bursits ita way o ver ra ounip 
tains, seas, and continents. All things feel the dread- 
fal ahock. All things tremble before the furious blast. 
Tlietecfl^vexad«ultoi8i,groaaa under iihesGOUi«cs» 

G2 
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Her sturdy sonn arc strained to the very root, and al- 
most sweep the soil they were wont to shade. The 
stubhom oak, that disdains to bend, is dashed head- 
loqg to the groflnd; and^ with shattered arms, with 
prostrate trunk, blocks up the road* While the fl«xile 
reed, that springs up in the marsh, yielding to the 
gust, (as the meek and pliant temper, to injuries, or 
the resigned and patient spirit, to misfortunes) eludes 
the force of the storm, and survives amidst the wide* 
spread havoc. 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous sky 
seems to be assuaged; but it intermits, its wrath, only 
to increase its strength. Soon the sounding squadrons 
of the air return to the attack, and renew their ravages 
with redoubled fury. The stately dome rocks amidst 
the wheeling clouds. The impregnable tower totters 
on its basis, and threatens to overwhelm whom it was 
intended to .protect. The ragged rocks are Tent ia 
pieces; and even the hills, the perpetual hills, on their 
deep foundatioins are scarcely secure. Where now is 
the place of safetyf when the city reels, and houses 
become heaps! Sleep aifrighted flies. Diversion is 
turned into horror. All is uproar in the elements; aU 
is Consternation among mortals; and nothing butane 
wide scene of ruefyl devastation through the land* 

The ocean swells with tremendous commotion9.The 
ponderous waves are heaved from their capacious bed, 
and almost lay bare the unfathomable deep. Flung is- 
to the most rapid agitation^, they sweep over the rocks; 
they lash the lofty cliffs, and toss themselves into the 
clouds. Navies are rent from their anchors; and^ widi 
sdltheirenormousload,are whirled swift as the arrow, 
wild as the winds, along the vast abyss. Now Uiey 
climb the rolling mouatain; they ploi^lh the frightitil 
ridge; and seem to skim the skies. Anon they plunge 
into the opening gulf; they lose the sight of day; and 
are tost themselves to every eye. 

How vain is the pilot's art; how impotent the mazip 
Iter's .strength! ^^ They reel to andrlro, and 
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like a drunken man.'^ Despair is in every face, and 
death sita threatening on every surge* But when Om« > 
nipotence pleases to command, the storm is 'hushed 
to silence; the lightnings lay aside their fiery bolts, 
and the billows cease to roll* 



DlALOpXTE ON PhTSIOGKOMY. 

£nter Frank and Hekrt. 

P J, TT appears strange to me that people can be 
* X so imposed upon. There is no difficulty in 
judging folks by their looks. I profess to know as 
much of a. man, at the first view, as by half a dozen 
years' acquaintance* 

Henry* Pray how is that doiTe? I should wish to 
learn such an art* 
<Fr» Did you never read La vater on Physiognomy? 

Henm No. What do you mean by such a hard word? 

Fr. Physiognomy means a knowledge of men's 
hearts, thoughts, and characters by their looks*. For 
instance, if you see a man, with a forehead jutting 
over his eyes like a piazza, with a pair of eyebrows, 
heavy like the cornice of a house; with full eyes, and 
a Roman nose, depend on it he is a great scholar, 
« and an honest man* 

Hen* It seems to me I should rather go below his 
nose to discover -his scholarship. 

Fr. By no means: if you look for beauty, you may 
descend to the mouth and chin; otherwise never go 
below the region of the brain* 

Enter George* 

Georjt Well, I have been to see the man hanged* 
And he is gone to the other world, with just such a 
great forehead and Roman nose, as you have always 
been praising* 

Fn Remember, George, :dl »gns fail in dry. 
weather* 
. Gtar* Now, be honest, Frank, and own that there 
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ij^tiothing in sdl this trutnpery of ^oiirs. The only wajr 
to know men is by their actions* If a man commit, 
burglaiy, think you a Roman nose onght to savehitt 
from punishment? , ^ 

Ft. I don't carry my notions so far as that; tyiK 

it is certain that all faces in the world are different; 

#and equally true, that each has some marks about it, 

by which one can discover the temper amd ipharacter 

of the person. 

Enter Peter* 

Peter. \To FraniJ] Sir I haveh^d bf your fame 
irdm Dan to Beersheba; that you ^an know a man by 
Jus face, and can tell his thoughts by his looks; Hear* 
ing this, I have visited you without the ceremdhy of 
an introduction. 

Fr* Why, indeed, I do profiesd something in that 
way* 

Pet. By that forehead, nose, and diose eyes of 
yours, one migti^ be sure of an acute, penetrating 
mind* ' /^ . 

Fr. I see that you are not ignorant of physiog* 
nomy* 

Pet. I am not; but still I am so far from being an 
i^adept in the art, that unless the features are v^y re« 
x^arkable, I cannot determine with certainty* Bot * 
yours is the most striking face I ever saw* There isa 
certaio firmness inthe lines, which lead from the outer 
verge to the centre of the apple of your eye, whick' 
ideiiotesgreatforecast,deepthought,briglit invention, - 
and a genius for great purposes; 

Fr^ You are a perfect master iof 'the art* And to 
sliow you that I know somediing o£ it, permit me to 
observe that the forin of your face denotes frankness,, 
tru^ and honesty. Your heart is a «trai^er to guile, 
your lips, to deceit, and your hands, to frsuxd* 

Pet. I must confess that you hav^ hkopon my tm^ 
Tharacter: though a «£&rent one, £rop whttt I have 
sustained in .the view of the world. 
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Fr. [To Henry and Georffe^] Now se^ two strong 
esotinples of the truth of physiognprny. [While he is 
speaking this, Peter takes out his pocket-book^ and 
makes offtinth himself.] Now, can you conceive, Aat 
AYithouttbis knowledge, I could fathom the character 
of a totsll stranger? 

Hen* Pray tell us by what marks you discovered 
that in his heart and lips was no guile, and in his 
hands no fraud? 

Fr. Ay, leave that to 'mc; we are not to reveal 
our secrets. But I will show you^ face and character, 
which exactly suit^ him. [Feels for his pocket-book in 
bofh pockets^ looks wildly and concerned^] 

Geor, [Tauntinffly.] Ay, ^^ in his heart is no 
guile, in his lips no deceit, and in' his hands no fraud! 
INow we see a strong example of the power of physi- 
ognomy!" > 

Fr* He is a wretch! a traitor against every good 
sign! rU pursue %im to ihe ends of die eaiftK [Of" 
firs to go.] 

Ben. Slop a itiom^rnt. His fine honiest faiee is fsfr 
enough bcffore thi& titne. You have not yet discover- 
ed the woi*rt injury hie' h^s ddnfe you. 

Fr. Wharfs ttiat? I had no iratdi or mdhey for 
kittitostesiL 

' ffen. By his deCdtfullipiB, hte Has tt/bbed yon of 
«ny jtfst cottcfeptioh <rf ydtitseff; lifc haft betr^y^S yoti 
into a foolish belief that you s[re possessed c^moist ex- 
traorditiary genius and talents. WheVeas, separate 
from the idle whim about physiognomy, you haveliad 
no mot-e pretence to genius or learning than a com^ 
mon school'boy. Learn hencefotthto estimate men's 
hands by their deeds, theit- lip^, by their lirords, anft 
their hteafts, by their lives. 
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recollection of all. It is you who have defended iis 
against'ten combined kings; who have driven, them 
from ourterritory ; have transferred to their dominions 
the scourge of war. You have not only conquered 
meni you have overcome the obstacles thrown in your 
way by nature. You have triumphed overfatigue, 
hunger^ and winten What a spectacle for the people! 
what a dreadful lesson to the enemies of liberty! 

Anew-born republic arms its children to defend its 
independence; nothing can restrain their impetuosity') 
traversing rivers, carrying intrenohments, climbing' 
' rocks. Here, after a series of victories, they pushed 
back our limits to those barriers that nature intended 
for us, and pursuing over ice the remains, of three ar- 
mies, transformed an oppressed and hostile nation into 
It free and allied people. There they fly to extermi- 
nate the hordes of traitors and villains, subsidised by 
'England; punish their thieves, and^restore to there- 
public brothers too long misled. Here surmouiUing 
the Pyrenees, and precipitating themselves from their 
summit; overthrowing whatever opposes their pro- 
gress,and checkedonly by an honourable peace; there 
a&cending the Alps and Apennines, they fly across 
die Po and Adige. 

The ardor of thesoldier is seconded by the genius, 
and boldness of the chiefs. They plan with science, 
and execute with energy; now displaying their forces 
with calmness; then courting danger at tbe head of 
their brothers in arms. O that I could here display 
the immense and .glorious picture of their victoriest 
that I could name our most intrepid defender^] What 
a crowd of sublime images and beloved names press 
upon iny recollection! Immortal warriors, posterity 
will not believe the multitude of your triumphs: but 
tO'Us.histo^ loses all its improbabilities. 

But do we not see, even on this spot,* a portion of 
those brave defenders? Victors over the exterior ene^* 
miesof the state, they havecon^e to repress^ur inter- 
nal enemies; and presenrve'-al;- home 'the^ repi^Uie 
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livhkh they have caused to be respected abroad. Do 
we .not sdso.see those venerable . warriors, who have 
grown gray in the .service; those whom honourable 
tKOUnds hav^ obliged to seek, premature repose, and 
whose asylum is in sight? With .what plea3ure our 
eyes feed on this inttrasting reunion. With^ what 
9greA^k. emotions we conte^oplate those victorious 

. Heroes who^have perished for liberty, why 4p^$ 
tfaer& remsiin .to ua nothing but a recollection. of your 
ai^i'vic^s? Y^u \^11, however, live for ever in our 
hi^rts; your children will be dear to us; tlie republic 
will repay to theni the debt they owe to you;, and we 
diaejiarge hfirc the first, by proclaiming your glory 
apdi our^gratiti^de* Republican armies, represented 
h^ere^ by warriors fro|n your ranks; invincible pha- 
taRXes, whose trophies lobstirve on all sides, wt^ose 
£p^h successes 1 foresee, come forward an4K<?ceive 
Itb^^triun^^^al crowns which the French people com- 
m^d me to attach to y bur colours. . 



At>t>i(&se ov Mr. Ad£t, French .AfA^A^sAiOQjiyOv 

; Pil£S£KTlKG VJItE. CotJOik^fW OI FltA|fC£ TQ %tH£ 

United States, 1796. > . . ; ; . 

Mr. Presidenty ^ " S ^'"'' ' ' 

IGO.M^ to acquit myself of a duty very dear to 
/my h^a(rt. I come to deposit ia your hands, and 
in the ncadst of a people justly remo^w^pl for their 
ieow^ev and thqir lave qf liberty, the syn>bol of the 
triumph and the. enfranchisement of my nation. /. ^ 
When she broke her chain; when, she proclaimed 
the imprescriptible rigjhtsof man; when, in a terrible 
war, she sealed with her blood the covenant made 
with liberty, her own happiness was not alone the ob- 
ject of her glorious efforts; her views extended also to 
all free people; she saw their interests blended with 
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)^rown, and doubly rejoiced in her victories, which^ 
in assuring to her the enjoyments of her rights, be- 
came to them new guarantees of then* indet^ndence* 

* These sentiments, which animated die French &»• 
tibn, fronj the dwdm of their revolution, haivc a6quir^ 
ed mvt strength since the foundation of the republic* 
France, at that tinre, by the form of its govemmetiti 
assimilated to, or rather identified with free people^- 
s^tvr in them only friends and brotbersw Long accos- 
tiMvled ^oregard ifhe Ameiacsm people as their mtM 
ftlithftil dlH<i8, she has sought to disaw closer the ties 
already for n»ed in the fields of America, under th6 
ku toi tcs of victory overHhe ruins of tyranny. 

' The National Convention^ the organs of the will 
of the Ftiench Nation, have more than on^e exp^^* 
sed their .sentiments to the Americim people^ but 
above 2H the^e burst forth on that august day^ tHien 
the tnh^rifter df the United l^tes pres eoted to 4:166 
It'kdbnsd'Rspretiehtation, the colours of his couil^f 
desmng never to lose recollections as dear to Frefich* 
men as they, must be to Americans* The convention 
odered that these colouriushould be placed in the hall 
of their sittings^ They had experienced sensations 
too AgfotnUe'lkOt t04AUse them, to be partakenr^oi^ibiy 
ihei^ ttBiesy and deereed|hat46 thttn the na^c^i^xo- 
lours ahould be presented* 

Mr* President, I do not doubt their expectati^j? 
will be fulfilled; ;md I am convinced, that every citi- 
zen will receive^ with a pleasing emotion, this flag, 
Mseivitere the terror of the enemies of liberty^ here 
^c^ certain pl^djge of faithful friendship; e^eeintty 
when they recollect that it guides to combat, «aen 
^ho have shared their toils, and who were pr^ared 
^bt liberty, by aiding them to acquire their oWn^ 
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President Wabhingtoii's Amswea. 

BORN, Sir, in a land of liberty; having early 
festtrned its valuer having engaged in a perilous 
^^onAiot jbo defend it; having, in a word, devoted the 
l^at y^trs of my life to secure it apermanent estahr 
lithment in my own country; my anxious recollee^ 
tions, my sympathetic feelings, and my bf st wisbts 
.^re'uresistibly excited, whensoever in any coontry^ 
I see an oppressid nationiinfurl^e baimevs of freier 
4iQm* But s^vie all the events of the French revolo*. 
tion have produced the deepest solicitude, as well as 
the highest admiration* To call your nation brave, 
were to pronounce but common praise. WONDER^ 
FUL P£OPLE!'ages to come will read withasto* 
nishment the history o^our brilliant exploits* 

I rejoice ^bkx the f enod of your toils and of your 
nuneBse aacdioes is aj^^achiiig* I rejoice that the 
iateresti^ revolutionary movements of so many rtais 
Mve }66ued in the fornunaon of a conttittttiondesiBqB4 
f0;give pevmueQcy |o the gi'eat object for whieh ym^ 
hli¥h contended- I rejoice tl^aA Uberty, which y^ 
have so long embraced with eathusiasm; liberty, li^ 
,whkh yoa bav€ bieen the in'vineible defender^ i^cvw 
finds an asybiip.in the bosom of ar^guWly orj^i^ed 
j>overnedent; a government, which^ bciag formed tp 
secure the happiness of the French ])eople, corres* 
ponds with the sn'deiit wishes of my h^rt, .while it 
f^tifies die pride of every citizen of the, United 
States, by its resemblance of dieir own. On these glo- 
rious events accept. Sir, niy sincere congratolationn* 

lb deMvering to you these seo^m^ts, 'I express 
not my. own feeling only, but those; of my feUo^r 
^itizc^is, in relation to tiiie cpnuaftencemem, the pro- 
gresis, and the issive of the French revolution; aad 
they will cordially join with me in purest wishes to 
tkkt Supreme Seing,that the citizens of our sister re* 
public, our magnanimous' allies* may sooq eisjpyi in 



M THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

peace, that liberty which they have purchased al so 
great a price,.iand aU the Imppiness which liberty ca& 
bestow. 

I re<5eive, Sir^ with lively sensibility, the ^symbol 
Xyf the triumphs aud of- the enfrandhisemetit of yoat 
station, the colours* of France', which you have now 
presetitedto the Unite? States. The transactibn witt 
be announced to Congress, (md the colours' will be 
deposited with those archives of the United Stat«6, 
#hich are «rt once the evidences and the meittorials 
ndf their ^ freedom and independence. May these be 
T{>ferpetual; and may- the friendship of the twin repub- 
lics be cdmm<fnsurate "with their existence* ' 



» \ 



*'• ! • r^ 



The Oppressive Landlord. ' ^ 

£nter DQsJPuihiz find WxTB* 

n paVa T]\ 7 ell, my dear, I feave wamed-aU 
Mm rntup^ Y y . ^j^^ families out of my l6ng range 

of ^«il(RE[g^,;alid ordered thfeni to pay double the reni; 
•th^yhttvc d6ne, for ev^ry day they remain. VfoetL 
^bvtry new tenant I am^etermimsd to have tfcre^B tiAles 
^the'-suni. The present' rent will never do in these 
ifimes. Oiir cWldreii wH11>econle' beggars at this rate; 

and you ^nd f shall have to betalce ourselves to hatd 
•labmir,liki5 the'c^ww«?>z 3%l*rt/, tb-eatn our daily bread. 
-'^ Wife. But I fear thaf'^fncof oiir tenants are^oo 
'{)oor to «¥idore arrent double'to^ what they now pay^ 

arid 1 'am'bc^taiii it will be impos^ibte f6r them ^4o 

remove, 6h acc'dunt of the scarciiv of houses to-be 
^tain^d. • ' " • -' • ' -'* * .. 

^ D^n A Trails ti^ttkiy lobko«t.:It is enough for 
*tae to attend to my otofi interest, not theirs. = • 
Wtfe^ But you \tilt exercise a little lenity towaitls 

rticm at this distressing time. 1 am persuaded,Tnjr 

dear, that you will not turn thfe<n into the street. 
-Besides, it is thought by So tiie,' that they aliJeadyps^' 

a rca^ottable rent. * ' i: 

Don P. I have nothing to^ do with lenity. Wo- 
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mail} would you oot have your husband be looking 
ettt aga^st a rainy day? What would become of you 
aiHl your children, if I were to ^pend my time in atu^ 
4ymgknU}fi, instead of my inurest'tabkf I tell yoi| 
#iat now ia the harvest time^ and I ftm determiaed 
to thrust is the sickle, and reap.my propgrtioaof the 
crop,^ before 4ie season's over. The town is crowded 
mtii for^gpers who are exiled from their bome% 
imd 9ecessiqr obliges them to pay whatever padce is 
dftanmded, tor a sheker to cover their heads. 

Wife. Would^ you then profit by the necessities 
and mtafortuaesofyour fellow creatures? These ex- 
iks are entided to our compassion, .instead of ;j^pe- 
riencingour oppreasian« 

/ Don P* You talk like a poor weak woman. Did I 
not teU you th^t I bad nothing to do with other peo- 
ple's good or ill fortune? It is more than I can ooti) 
^lake c^^ of my own dependents. We isbould make 
fine way ahe^d^if you wete atthe helm. ; I believe iti 
. my consignee, that if you possessed the keys of the 
sUtong box, yon would squander away to the fnU 
amount c^ a pistareen a week upon those poor starv- 
ing runaways. I have not yet forgotten how you la-^ 
- vished a whole gallon of cider upon those three mi- 
jsera|}le wrotches that cleared oi2t our well, die day 
before thanksgiving. Does this look like tlUimg a 
feiudeiit care of grour family? Praly how do you iread 
your Bible? Has .liot Nebuchadoezur ssud^ that, 
he who provides not ^fer his own household^ has 
4exHed the faith, «8d is worse than an in&deU" 
V Wife^ li you had studied your Bitde as fiaithfidlf 
as you have your irUerc^table^ you would not haw 
flit .^tP^'s Words inio the mouth ef dke kin^of 
Sabylon» Does out the same scripiturea^y,^!^^ He 
who. oppresselb the poor,' an d r > ^ . 

Don JP. Hufth, I say;.one of my tenants approaciMSS. 
Slaiusl^t your womanish feelingsi and letiaot yoiir un* 
rvify tM^Kite btmqr yotiv wealdtess. 
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Enter TEVAiar. ' * , 

Ten, Sir, I come to inform you, that I have at hkt 
been fortunate enough to procure a shekelr ?for tiiy 
jhmily, though an indiflferiebt one; and hsive brought 
you the rent of your tfeneftient, which I quitted Mtfe 
reluctance yesterday. ' . . -•. ; 7 

'jDon P* it is well you arei out; for you would hartre 
met with trouble, if you had rerfiained three days 
longer, I had ordered'my attorney tb^lrv^e dirfecfti^lid 
to an officer to tumble all y<;^r goodi into th^^ street?, 
and you and your children after them. ' 

Tipm Then a good Providence has preserved- u«*^' 

D^h^ P. Providence has smiled upon tne, I con- 
fess, in granting me such a riddance. , • '^^ 

Ten* I contend not with an adversary who is 
mantled in gold. Will you please to count font mo- 
ney V and give me a discharge? • I {. 
^ I>on. P* [cottnts the money.'] Why^ man, the sim 
is deficient; I cannot receipt it. • . - 

Ten* It is the same, Sir, as I paid the laist'term* 

DoH P. That IB^ very true; but did: I not dbubte 
the rent three dkys ago? 

Ten. Y6u did,; indeed; but my reply wa*, Aat- 1 
was utterly un^le to pay a htghfer priced; ^nd'as the 
time was so short, I thought yo^u would not stand 
fortriftesv - ♦ ' . 

> ' Don P. Trifles! If you Wfef^e Id ireceive -it,^ ¥btr 
. lieve you- would not -eali it'a trifle^ neither do 1; I:* 
demand 'the' mmO«t farthing. " > ; " 

Teh. For the salce of pifeace, though I think your 
demand' unjust, r will take yoUr receipt fc^ this,^and 
bring the remainder to-morrow. * •- ' 

' Don P* Not a cent will I ' reteive wiftiout dife 
whole, lest by some quibble of the law Hose the •ffest. 

Ten* Your avaricious disposition leads you to aet \ 
contrary to yotn* own interest. . ' v - 

Don JP. I shall not apply to you for leissonis of itx- 
struction. I shall conduct my own atfaii^s'^ocdfdfing 
to my: sovq^cigQ will and pleasure* Let me tell you. 
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Sir, thin impudence does 4iot w<:il become a mail of 
your citen^mrstahcK^. : 

^Teli. ^Sir, your honoured father never used me 
thus.'' Alas! he little thought in what oppressive 
hands he left his Isirge estate* Could he be permit- 
ted to^retisit the earth, his ghost would hdotit your 
gdiUy^ml; And^ifyou haveany con«cienee !eft,'har-^ 
row t^ remorse, and awaken you to repentance. 

H^m-P. t did tK>t admit a tenant into my house to 
hear a moral lecture from him. 

Ten: If'you wiilltake ji'our money, I will quit your 
hoiise with pleasure* But before we part, give me 
leave to tell you^ that, though ypur great wealth has 
exalted you above yourself, and in your opinion, 
plstced yoof beyond the reach of poverty, the time mag 
come when you y^'iW feel what oppression is. 
^ Wife* I entreat you to receive the money, and be 
colitent. 

Don P, A woman, who tan't be silent in her hus- 
band'ji presence, especi£i}ly when he is negotiating im* 
portant busines9, may take a modest hint to leave the 
room. . ' r [Exit'Wife, 

TiPHi If you are resolyed not to receive your mo- 
'H^, I must'Cairry it home iagain. And I hope thie 
timie is' not fftr distant,^ when I shAll be out of the 
-rbaehof your oppressive hands. [ExiU 

'Doh'P. {S&lus.'\ Every man I deal with b trjnng 
• to cheat me. ^Mankind' are by nature all knaves* {^ am 
afraid to trust even my be&t friends. What im afflic- 
tion >it. is to havc.property! Thft poor always tMnk that 
'the rich are boutid to maintain them^, amd are never 
aatisfied^with ; what is done for them. I My tenants 
"wouidt \ft gl^d'to live in my iu)ii8es rent free if they 
could. This, I am persuaded, they trained of my 
.father; but i'U^oti teach them'tb eacfJect diflfeVent 
'AingE. Rather than, matters sWuld go on at such 
loose endls,'!'!! ^ell everyone of my buildjngs^ and put 
^e nioney in bank. My mind is cbnstahdy on the 
stretch to contrive ways and means to preserve what 
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little I possess. It is wdU oqr father left his proper^ 
to me* Had he left it to one of only common under-^ 
standing, these {Jotting tenants wouiki have nin sm^y 
with the whole of it. 

Enter second Tevaht. 

2</ Ten: Sir, I appear before you to oranre y^o^ 
compassicm. I am the most imfortunaie of .aU your 
tenants. My misfortune is, to be obliged to remain 
•ii^ your bouse, after it is your pleasure that I diould 
leave it. 

. Don P. To* morrow I will cure you of y<wr misfor- 
time; for if you canndtget out yourself, I will he^> 
you out. 

2d Ten. Why may I not remain? It may. b^ for 
your interest as well as mine. I have ever made you 
punctual payment f and stand, ready now to give as 
inuch as any other man, or as much i^ your con- 
science will suffer you to demand. 

Ihn P. My will ai^d pleasure is, that. you depart 
immediately. My reasons for my c^mduct I give to 
no map. 

5td Ten* But, Sir, I have a claim upont^^our merey« 
You are not insensible of the pains I've taicien loatcom- 
plish what ydu wish. Necessity is the only reason wJ|y 
I ask this favour. One special reason why you ought lo 
gralit it is, that I am now in your service with the 
same salary as: in years past; when yonr good fother 
.was satisfied with one fourth 4^e sum his craving son 
. demands. I have been, you must allow, a faithful slave 
to your children. They hatve long feceived^ and stffl 
ffoceive my best inatmction, withc«tt an attgmoiaitation 
of reward. If you wUl not hear the plea of mexicy, 
grant me justiee. If you increase your price ^joent, 
increase my pay« 

Dm P. I meddle not with your affairs;. Look oikt 
for your pay among your employers. I am tMit one 
among many^ and promise you thiat Ii8h2dlju>t be fore- 
9iK>8t to enluince the prioe of instractidni 
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arc so numerous. My houses are my own. I bought 
them with my own money; and shall dispose of them 
atmyown pkasure* ' m. - . , ' 

2d Ten, You spealc as though you were lofd'of the 
creation, suid had' the world at your cominaad% ^ 

Don P, I am lord of my o\m possessions; and shall 
not ask niy tenaftts^how I am>to dispose of themi; 

pi Ten. Did you^ever read^^at^^ Riches take to 
themselves xvings, and fly aw^ay?'' • •" * 1". • • » • 
' DonP^ I am not appreheimve thatikty. win^ are 
attached to my property. r . . 

^ 2d Tens YottT mountain may not stiind so', strong 
as^you think it- does* The mes of the fatheiiess and 
the Widow, who^have groaned under yout^ opf^t^sioo, 
have reached Che heav)en9,-and you have reosen^o fear 
they will be answered witb vengeance onybur head. 
Did you but believe in a future day of retributionyas 
you have impiously professed, you would •tenousljr 
engaige ill 4lie work of repentance and itefBrmatioiH 
which, let me tell you^ it ispi-eiBumpd^n'to wrglect^^ 
Rerenfer Jirst Tev Mtrtywitk a LAwn^EgR* 

1^ Ten. I pray you tm acoept your^mbtieyV^s^ 
give me a discharge. 

Don P. I told you,j|iot^4seiit, till the whole amount 
was paid. 

* Law. That is sttfficieitf. The law allows no force 
in paying, debts. Eveiy creditor hfis ,aa undoubted 
rignt to refuse :his money,' when offered by. his dQbt« 
or. This he has done before witness. I now decbire 
it forfeit. Keep it as your own.^ t x » ' ,\ . , 

Dan. P, Rogues will always combine agai^t: ^YF^Y^ 
men.* The w'^^c^' worki are ei^eavpuring ,tQ , j^ji^t 
me p\xi of my<bi^itil cainings^ i/ly ^^J^i^iis^ 
beicome my worst enemies, ^ .. ,-. \/.,r ^ 

^ L(ra>* You have no fri^dsf uoV wiUyjou ever^ave^. 
so long as you make an idol of your OMfp dear. ^^V*. 

Don P. My property is my best irifiud^ aixd of^ 
.wtucb I trust will never forsa^g me. ^,[. ..\ .!» // 
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. v Ervter Seevamt in hatte. 
:, jScr, Sir, your long rovr of buildings is all in flamed 

Don P. Impossiblelr-^They wei^ all to be insured 
id?mom>w. 

Ser. It is seriously; trtte! and the roo£s are now 
tumbling to Ae ground! 

jDoA JV Then iitomedketely call aB handsi and put 
Jre, IQ tliis,.alld cfveryoiber btiilfifiig 1* poaaefis; iJiat 
they may all go to destruction togietber. - , . 

2tif Ten. Thm. looks aoBsething like ^givibg wings to 
your riches. . 

« Don- P. If I bad one thinbte fuU of brabs, I 
should have got them insured h^rfbre. Q hotriiUercft* 
,las^0pbe| .N<>t oily wicked men and devii^ but even 
-the ekimania ihemftelren kave turned agpsniait me. 
; Linix*Gamf^myof9S9iAi^ deaf Sir. Your blast ffieiid 
moelt be SQ. t^ruel as to forsake \3fou at this txrHiiX 

V J^MiRi jIbiI^ money safe? If diatt is 'tjumt* X9 
hum myadff Oh that I had permitted tfffMxinm ID 
iemai% that tkey ted tjheiv property suipit all have 
ticrisbeddoi tbs flames together! 



*n/;i* r;i 






LoKii MAKsrtEL)S'*s Speech, iN'StywoiiT OF.A Biti 
' *T0RPREYEN*ri^o Delaysot Jxjstice, by reason 

' Ot PRI vilOEGE OT JPaRLI AMENT, 1 770. 

••.■■■' i ' 

My Lords, 

I Have wafted with patience to hear what argu- 
meiits might be.urged against the bitt; but I have 
-Wkltcd'itil^vahi; th^' truth is, there is no argument that 
can weigh against it. The justice and expediency df 
the hUS are such as render it self-evident, ft is a pro- 

Sdsition ofthat nature, that can neither be weakened 
y* ai^gumenti Tior entangled with sophistry. \ 

We all know, thit the very soul and essence of trkde 
^ire regular fkajrmettis; wd sad experience teaches, us, 
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that di6re are meit, wh& will not m^e their regtdar 
paym^t^ mthotit the compulsive power of the Itws* 
The ItiW theti otight to be equally open to all. Any 
exemption to particular men, or particular rank^ of 
men, i^, in a free and commercial country^ a solecism 
of the |pt>s8e8t nature. . ' 

I will not trouble your lordships with arguments 
for that which is suiBciently evident without any. I 
shall only say* a few words to sotne nobte k>rdd,'Who 
foresee much incoBvei)iency from the persons of their 
setrants being lial4e fo be arrt^ed. Onettobkf loid 
observes, that the ccMchinan of a peer maybe e^rested 
while he is driving his master to the hous^ andicon/* 
seqiiently, he will not be able to attend his duty in 
Parliament. If this were actually to happen, there are 
j»o many ways by which the member might still get to 
the House, that I can hardly think the^odble Idtd is 
serious in his objection. Another noUe peer'sajid, thm 
l)y this bin we luight lose ourmoftt valiK^bleiand hcin* 
est 'Servants. This I hold to be a <X)ntradiotion ul 
terms: for he can neithert>e a vdUfriiile servant, nor^an 
honest man, who gets into deb£ which- he i^ neiiiier 
able nor willing to pay, till conqielled by law« 

If my servant, by unforesiben accidents, has run into 
<lebt, and I still wUhto retain him, I certainly would 
pay the debt. But upon no priniei^^le of liberid l^^gts- 
hition whatever, can my serv«int have a title to ^et nls 
ereditbrs atidefiance^ while forfol-ty shillings only^ the 
honest tradesman may be t6m from his &mily, and 
locked up in a jaiU It is monstrous i«[}aatice! I flati- 
ter myself, however, the deiiirmititttion i^' thte ds^ 
wiU entirely put an end, to all snth partial proceedmgfs 
for the future, by passing into a )^w the bill noW un» 
d^r your lordships' coQsideration. 

I c6me nbw to speak, upon what^ indeedi I would 
have gladly avoided, had I not be^npaftieularly point* 
ed at for th(^ part I have taken in diis bill. It has 
be^n said by a noble lord en tny left hand, that I Itke^ 
wise ain running the race of popularity. If the noble 
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lord raea&s by ^pufaurtty, that applause bestowed by. 
after^ages on good and Virtuous aictions; I hsive long 
beef) struggling in that race. But if he. mean that 
nKi^fafroom jjopularity^ which 13 raised without tnerit& 
lost without a- crime, he muqh mifitakes in his opinion* 
I defy the noble lord to point out a single action of 
my Ufe,,^.hen&'the popularity of tiie tia%s& ever had 
(he smallest iiifluuence on my determinations. I have a 
mOi^. permaijient and steady rule for my conduct, the 
^i$|0tes of my pwq (^rea^t* Those wlio have £Dregooe 
th^l^ pteaatng adviser, s^id give^ up jtly^r* minds to. be 
the ^ave of every pppular<impuise, t sincerely pity* I 
pity them «till more, if their vanity leads them. to rms- 
take-th^ .^houts of a mob ior the trumpet of fame* Ex* 
perience might inform them, that many who have been 
B^l^ted . wi|£ the huzzas of a crowd,, one day, have 
reqeived.their e;se^i!9tions the next; and many, who, 
hytheippp^afity o( their tiniei»,have been held up as 
spotlt^Si^, patriots, ba^ve, neyertheless, appejared uponT 
the. bjAtgrism'^, page, when truth has triumphed over 
i^l«t8ipii,;tjbe assassins of liberty* . ^ 
* Why then.the;pob}e lord can think I am.amhitious 
of present popularity,. that echo of folly f,atHl shadow 
of renowA) I 9ay^ a loas to determine. Besides, I do 
not kiaow that the. bill now before your lordships will 
be- popular. It.dep^d^. much upon the caprice of the 
day. it -may not ^e popi^ar to compel people to pay 
their debts; aod, in. £hat case, the present must bc^ a 
very unpopular bill^ It.may not be popular neither 
to take; away any of (ihi?. privileges of parliament;, for 
I.very< well reni/sQAber] and q^any of your Igrdsh^ps 
may remember^ that not long ago the popular cry waa 
foi; the extension of privilege; and so far did they 
carry it at that time, that it was said that. the privilege 
proteet^dgmembers eyen in criminal actions. Nay, such 
•was rt»epow^^<rfJ .popular prejudices over weak min^^ 
that %the:Vdry die ci$iop8 of some of the courts were 
•tiuctilred widi that doctrine. ^ 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR 97 

It was undoubtedly an abominable doctrine* I 
thought 90 then, and think sq still: but nevertheless^ 
it was a popular doctrine, and came immediately from 
those who were called the friends of liberty; how de- 
servedly, time will show. True liberty, in. my: opin- 
ion, ca& only exist when justice is equd^ administered 
^ to all; to the king, and to the beggar. Where is the 
justice, th^n, or where is the law, that protects a mem- 
ber of parliament more than any other man, from the 
punishment due to his crime9? The laws of this coun- 
try allow of no place, nor any employment, to be a 
sanctuary for crimes: and where I have the honour to 
sit as judge, neither royal favour nor popular applause 
shall ever protect the guilty* ' 



Extract from a Sermon on the Day of Jxtdg* 

MENT. 



L 



* ET us endeavour to realize the ms^esty and terror 
iof the universal alarm on the final Judgment Day. 
"When the dead are sleeping in the silent grave; when 
the living are thoughtless and unapprehensive of the 
grand event, or intent on other pursuits: some of them 
asleep in the dead of night; some of them dissolved in 
senstkal pleasures, eating and drinking, marrying and 
^ving in marriage; some of them planning or execu- 
ting schemes for riches or honours; some in the very 
act of sin; the generality stupid and car^Vdeis a;bout 
the concerns of eternity, and the dreadful day just at 
hand; and a few here and there conversing with their 
God, and looking for the glotious appearance of their 
Lord and Saviour; when thr course of nature runs on 
uniform and regular as usual, and infidel scoffers are 
taking umbrage from thence to ask, " V¥here is the 
promise of his coming?^' in short, when there are no 
more visible appearances of this approaching day, than 
of the destruction pf Sodom^ on that clear morning in 
which Lot fled away; or of the deluge, when Noah en- 
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tered into tfie ark: then, in that hour of anapprebensiv^ 
security, then suddenly shall the heavens^open over the 
astonished world; then shall the alarming ctogbr break 
over their heads like a clap of thunder in a clear sky. 

Immediately the living tuni their gastng eyes upon 
the am»z.4ng phenomenon: some hear the long ex- 
pected sound with rapture, and lift up their heads with 
joy, assured that the day of theii: redemption is come; 
while the. thoughtless world are struck with the wild- 
est horror and consternation. In the same instant the 
sound reaches all the mansions of the dead; and in a 
mc^ent, in the twinkling of an eye,, they are rtused, 
and the living arc changed. This call will be as ani- 
mating to all the sons of men, as that call to a single 
person, *' Lazarus, come forth/' O what a surprise 
will this be to the thoughtless wdrld! Should this alarm 
burst over our heads this moment, into what a terror 
would it strike many in this assembly! Such will be 
the terror, such the consternation, when it actually 
comes to pass* Sinners, will be the same timorous, 
self-condemned creatures then as they are now. And< 
then they will not be able to stop their ears, who are 
deaf to _ all the gender calls of the gospel now. 

Then the. trump of God will constrain them to hear- 
and fear, to whom the ministers of Christ now preach 
in vain. Then they mpst all hear; for, " all that 
are in their graves," all without exception, " shall 
hear his voice," Now thp voice of mercy calls, reason 
pleads, conscience warns; but multitudes will not hear. 
But this is a, voice which shall, which must, reach every 
one of the millions of mankind; and i^^ Pi^e of them 
will be able, to stop his eai:s.slnfants and giants, kings 
a^d subjects, all rs^nks, all age^ of miankind shall hear 
the c£|ll. The living shall start and be changed, and the 
dead rise at the sound. The dust that was once alive 
and formed a human body^ whether it flies in the air, 
floats in the ocean, or vegetates on earth, shall hear 
the new-creating fiat. Wherever the fragments of 
the human frame are scattered) thi^ all-penetrs|ting call . 
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shall reach and speak them into life. We m^y con- 
sider this voice as a suitimons not only to dead bodies 
to rise, but to the souls that once animated them, to 
appear and be reunited to them. 

This summons rfiall spread through every comer of 
the universe; and Heaven, Earthy and Hell, and all 
their inhabitants, shall hear and obey. Now methinlts 
I see, I hear the earth heaving, chamel houses rattling, 
tombs bursting, graves opening. Now the nations un« 
der ground begin to stir. There is a noise and a sha- 
king among the dry bones. The dust is all alive^ and 
in motion, and the globe breaks and trembles, as with 
an earthquake, while this vast army is working its way 
through, and bursting into life. The ruinrof human 
bodies are scattered far and wide, and have passed 
through many and surprisiifg transformations. A limb 
in one country', and another in another; here the head, 
and there the trunk; and the ocean roUrng between. 

And oow, at the sound pf the trumpet, they shall dl 
be collected, wherever they were scattered; all prop- 
erly sorted and united, however they were confused; 
atom to its fellow atom, bone to its fellow bone. Now 
methinks you may seethe air darkened with fragments 
of bodies, flying from country to countiey, to meet and 
join their proper parts: 

^^ Scattered limbs and all 

The various bones obsequious to the call, 
Self-mov'd) advance; the neck perhaps to meet 
The distant head, the distant legs, the feet. 
Dreadful to view, see through the dusky sky 
Fragments of bodies in conftision fly. 
To distant regions journeying, there to claim 
Deserted members, and cothplete the frame. 
The severM head and trunk shall join once more. 
Though tealms now rise between, and oceans roar. 
The trumpet's sound each vagrant mote shall hear, 
Or fix'd in earth, or if afloat in air. 
Obey the signal, wafted in tlie wind. 
And not one sleeping atom lag behind." 
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Christ triumphant over tre apostate Angei.s» 

SO spake the Son, and into teiror chang'd 
Hift countenance, too severe to be beheld; 
And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out their starry wings 
With dreadful shadie contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot rollM, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. 
He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night; .under his burning wheels 
The stedfast empyrean shook throughout, 
All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among them he arriv'd,^in his right hand 
Grasping ten thousand thunders; which he sent 
Before him, such as in their souls infixed 
'Plagues; they, astonish'd, all resistance lost^ 
•Alt couragfe; down their idle weaptms drdpts 
O'er shields, and helms, and hefaned beAds, he rodef, 
Of thrones and mighty seraphtm prosmte, 
That wish'd the mountains now might be agam 
Thrown on chem as a shelter from his ire.- 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfdd-visag'd Four 
Distinct with eyes, -add from the Kving wheels 
Distinct alik^ with iMUkitudeof e^'es; 
One spirit ip (hem ftiilVli tind t.vwf eye . 
. Glar'd lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among th' accural, th^t witftier^d all their strength, 
And of their wonted vigour left tbemdrain^d, 
Exhausted, spiritless, aAfcted, fall'n* 
Yet half hi^ strength he put not fordi, but checkM 
His dicinder in mid vplky; for he meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of Heav'n. 
The overthrown he raisM, and as a herd 
Of goats, or timVous flock together throng'd, 
Drove them before him thunderstruck, pursued 
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With terrors and with furies to the bounds 
And crystal wall of Heaven, which, opening wide, 
Roird inward, and a spacious gap disclos'd 
Into the wasteful deep; the monstrous sight 
Struck them with horror backward, but far worse 
Urg'd them behind; headlong themsdves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n; eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit. 

Hell beard th' unsufferable nmse; Hell saw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled 
AffrightedM)ut strict fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 
Nine days they fell; confounded Chaos roared, 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall: 
Through his wHd anarchy, so huge a rout 
Incnmber'd him with ruin/Hell at last 

. Yawning received them whole, and on- them dos'df 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 

Disburdened Heav'n reioic'd, and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rollM. 
Sole victor from th' expulsion of his foes, 
Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd: 
To meet him all bis saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts. 
With jubilee advancM; and as they went. 
Shaded with branching p^lm^each order bright, 
Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King, . 
Son, Heir^ and Lord, to him dominion giv'n 
Worthiest to reign. He, celcj^rated, rode 

. Triumpbant through mid Heav'n, into the courts . 
And temple of his mighty Father, throned 
On high; who into glory him riecciy'ds 
Where nbw he sits at the right hand oS bliss« . . 

- ■ ■• "la ■ ■ • ' ^ 
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SLAVES IN BARBARY, 
^ A Drama in Two Acti. 

Persons of the Drama* 

Hamet, Bashaw of Tunis. 

- ' , I Brothers, and Slaves in Tunis 
Amanaar^ j V 

FranchcOy Brother to Osro and Amandar, sent 

to redeem them. 

Kidnapy An American Captive* 

Orariy A purchaser of Slaves* 

^^"f^» 1 Sea Captains. 
Gorton^ J '^ 

Teagucy An Irish Captive. 

Sharpy An Afncan, aod. Kidnap's Slave. 

Oifidti-) Auctioneer, Guards, Attendants, Purchaaers 

of Slaves, 8cct 

ACTI, 

i 

Scene L — A Garden* 

Amanpar sohtSy confined with a chain* 

IN vain the flowers spread their gaudy colours, and 
fill the air with fragrance. The sun has not a 
cheering beam for me. All nature's smiles are frowns 
to him, wh6 wears the chain of bondage. Fifteen 
long months have witnessed ttiy misfortune: what 
luckless winds del^y Franjtis^o*s passage? 

JB«fi?r OrA^^ with a ekneh 

Oran. Moping fugitive! c|«ri^ to your taisku {Btat»' 
inghimJ] I have D6t placed you^.h^e to crnftter to 
the herbs and fiowbtis: they s^ed iSie kiboiif of y^ur 
hands. Let them haVe it; or l^avier btidWs ehaM pfuft- 
lah yonr neglect. 

Aman. Then do yo|ir worn! I ask the fatal bbw^ 
to put a period to my miseries 

Orofh wtm life is in m3{.h;9nds; but it shaU be-pfo* 
longed; and with your life, 111 len|;tHea out your 
naiseriea* 
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Aman. Unfeeling tyrant! from you I only ask the 
murderer'^ office. Speech wa^ designed for friendly 
intercourse; it ill becomes the tiger. In brutal silence, 
you niay tear my flersh: add not the stbg of words. 

Enter O^ro. 

Orcrn. Hah! Ozro. A slave enlarged is no gmteful 
sight to his old master. [Aside, 

Ozro. I come, my brother, to end your suiFerings. 

Amun. Welcome! You know them to be more than 
man can bear. 

Oran^ Vile intruder! are you so soon intoxkrated 
with your liberty? Quick, fit* e this place; or stronger 
chaias, than bound you here before, shall sober you 
again. 

Ozro. Talk not of chaina! but rather learn to dread 
the hand, on which they have been bound. I come to 
execute the orders of your lord and niaster; not to be 
frightened with your threats. Amandar's injuries have 
reached the ears of the Bashaw; and I am sent ■ ■■ 

Oran. Tfile-bearing renegade! Well, I shall learn 
to husband my own property, and give up no more 
slaves for Hamet's counsellors. Attend your duty! 

[Ta Amandar^ striking' him. 

Ozro. Repeat that blow, and it shall cost you dear. 

Oran. Caitiff! begone from hence; or even the 
Basiuiw shall not dc&od yoti from my indignation* 
iQokk leave my sight! 

iS^ro; Not while you have it in your power to ex* 
crcise your tyrtony over my brother. Bat yesterd^y^ 
you promised to sell Aman&u* for this sum: here it is, 
i«ady counted to your hand. I desdsnd him of you., 

Oran. One half of tills stim would have Imigbt hini 
jwacerday. it is my present choice to sacrific^ my 
fst^rty fer my revenge. I wiH double his tiisk land 
AofteQ his stlknvsanee^tilliisfodc b reduced, aoMl lie 
kecomes aiore profitable, by additionaii sevmty • This 
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Ozro* Monster! would you forever feast your soul 
dn the miseries of the unfortunate? Your word is 
passed; recall it at the peril of your life. There is your 
money. [Flinging it at hisfeet.'] Amandar is 

Oran. When foreigr^, ruffians, who ought to wear 
the chains of bondage, are armed with swords; all 
right is lost: our property is given to the winds. 
Were it not for what weak heads, and sickly hearts 
call justice, I'd feast my dogs upon your flesh. 

Ozre. Go vent your railings to the savage beasts, 
that'^ljrey on one another. If you love the laws that 
sanction cruelty, they are your fit associates* Aman- 
dar, you are once more restored to liberty and life. 
{Cutting' off his bands with his sword.] 

[Exeunt Amandar and Ozro. 

Oran, [Taiing his moneuJ] These high-bred iel- 
lows make but poor slaves, lis well to shift them off 
at any rate. 1 will take care how I lay out my money 
for the future. [Exit* 

Scene IL 

The Highway. 

OzRO and Amakdar* . 

Aman. Am I deluded by a dream? or is this real? 
What angel eye of pity has glanced upon us? 

Ozro. I would not interrupt diy bliss, nor stir the 
dregs, which the fair surface of this draught coficeab. 
But fortune seems to make our happiness her. sport. 

Aman* Has not the Bashaw purchased our freedom? 
What are the conditions? < 

OztQ. That ts for time or wild conjecture to deter- 
m^ine. We must deliberate what course to take. . 

Aman. What dost thou say? let me heat the worst* 

Ozrtf. You knowtfae circumstances of my liberatioii. • 
' AH had the appearance of afTability and pi^y in tbe< Ba- 
shaw.; He questiotied particularly concerning .our sit- 
uatioH) and seemed moved wi^i the account J gav^» 
I informed him, our brother was daily expected with 
the gleanings of an unfortunate father's interest to re- 
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deem us from our chains, and restore us to a disconso^ 
late family. He turned aside, as though some sudden 
emotion had seized his mmd; then exclaimed» 
** They shall be mine!" the money was paid for your 
ransom, aod committed to me. We are considered s^ 
his property. 

Aman. What then cr<?ates suspicion? This favour 
has some claim upon our gratitude* If we must err, 
let it be on the side of honour. 

Ozro. So thouglit I, Amandar. These were the 
iiopressions of the moment. But avariceoften assumes 
the appearance of generosity: and malice, to make its 
prey more sure, puts on the guise of pity. If the Ba- 
shaw's motive were our happines6,aU,batmy freedom, 
I would pledge to pay the debt of gratitude. But I 
would sooner seek the lion's den, or trust the mercy of 
a tiger, than commit myself to a mercenary Turk. A 
father's fortune well may tempt the hypocritic show 
•f kindness to his jsons. 

Ajhan. This dicmght gives weight to your snspicioii. 
Are our misfortunes then the object of base specula- 
tion? This well becomes the digntlnr of rulers; the 
honour of the prime magistrate of Tunis! to seek us 
out, like brutes, to buy and sell, and fill his coffers on 
the ruins of bur family. But stay. Is there no room for 
chanty? Tunis, of all the states of Barbary, b famed 
for its refinement. Every Turk is not an Otan. I think 
I have hesird the Bashaw noted for his hnmanity. 

Ozro. That ruler has but an ill tide to humanity, 
who suffers his subjects to trafiic in the dearest rights 
of man, and shares himself the execrated commtfee. 

Aman* True, my brother, but let us remember 
our native Veni<^e. We have seen the Tnrk^sold there 
in open market, and expbsed to all the indignities 
which we have borne' 'with Omn; 'Nay more; we 
may come nearer home,' and spi^ead the blush cm our 
own fiices. We haVe both heard the story of tt^e 
grsfteful Turk, who, by the- intercession of Francisco, 
was, twice released from servitude. He had a noble 
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6oul, a feeling heart. '^Though his virtues were discov- 
ered, and finally rewarded by our father, we may blush 
that they were so lon^ unheeded by our- countr\^men, 
and he suffered to languish in ignominious bondage. 

Ozro. Your words have weight. For the sake of this 
noble captive, I will take part of my censure from th^ 
Turks, and spare it for my countrymen. Though this 
was done before my memory, the storj- paints his 
virtues to my mind; and had I no other claim, I would 
call Francisco brother for this dee<Jt 

Aman. [After a pause.'] Can it te^ no; ^tis too muicb 
to think off. 

Ozro. What, Amandar? 

Aman* A thought has struck my mind* Help to 
confirm, or to confute it. 

Enter Guards abruptly. 

Ozro* [Drazvin^.] Who is here? Stand off! 

[Guards draw* 

Ist Guard, But look, my lads! You see you are 
outmanned. We are more than two to one» 

Ozro. l%en keep your distance, and let us knoW 
your business: else, were you ten to one,: I'd laake 
your number less. 

1st Guard. As to our business, we are obliged to 
let you know it; or I believe your swords wx>uld not 
frighten us to it. It is to carry you to the Bashaw. 

Uzro. On what conditions must we go? 

1st Guard. As to tha;, we shall not be nice. We 
have no cavalry, you see; so you must be content to 
march on foot. You may take the front, or centre, 
as suits you best. But we shall not trust you ivr the 
rear, if you show a disposition to desert lis; and, if 
you are inclined to be hostile, we must secure that 
sword* 

Ozro. I asic the terms on whicli we are., to go; a^ 
slaves or freemen? - • 

1st Guard* We don't^ wish to take tthe. trouble to- 
bind you. If you are not free to go, we nuist quicken 
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your march with the point of our swords. Our orders 
are to return immediately. 

Ozro. Keep us no longer in suspense. We now are 
frec^ and 

1^ Gtiard* As to that, I believe you are a little 
mistaken. The Bashaw has bought you both, and paid 
for you; and we shall look better to his interest than to 
lose you for nothing; d'ye see? Come; march! 
• Ozro. What is the paltry price, compared with 
years of misery? Perhaps you know our destiny. If 
we're for sale again, tell him, we give the terms. This 
place shall be the fair, and life the price. 

1^/ Guard. I tell you again, we are not easily fright- 
ed. But I see you are afraid of getting into Oran's 
hands again. If you choose to be obstinate, we could 
easily slice you in pieces, and carry you on the poin^ 
of our swords. But we don't wish to spoil )'ou in 
such a manner. Besides, our master keeps no cut- 
throats. Our orders were to carry you safe to the 
Bashaw, and neither hurt you ourselves^ nor let any 
body else. You may wonder at this extraordinary 
honour, and so do we. But he takes a liking to Chris- 
tians, and is very often doing them a good turn. I 
fancy something uncommon is going forward to-day 
by this manoeuvre. Perhaps he is inclined to sin a 
little in your own way,. by drinking a few bottles of 
wine with you. 

Ozro^ [To AmandarJYThtix honest frankness quite 
Unarms me. I hope my suspicions have been g^round- 
less. 

Amaru Let us trust ourselves to their care. I am 
anxious to know the sequel. 

Scene III. 

Uamet^s Home^ 

BameU [Solus.'] The grateful day returns, that 
brmgs to mind my generous benefactors. Th£ birth- 



- 108 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

day of my happiness, my fortune, and my honour. Let 
it be sacred to gratitude, and devoted to- the sons of 
sorrow. 

Enter Officer. 

Officer. Noble Sir, the -srfe of prisoners begins in 
.half an hour. Is it your pleasure to attend the audtion? 

Hamet, It is. Have them upon Ae spot; and see 
that they are treated with humanity. [J^^ri^ Officer^ 
lU-fated men! their lot is miserable indeed. 'Twere 
almost just to rise above the laws, and give them all 
their freedom. \Eont HameU 

Scene IV. 
The street in Tunis, 

Enter Crier, ringing' his belh 

At half an hour from this time! will be sold at pub- 
lic auction! to the highest bidder! prisoners of all co- 
lours! sorts and sizes! Jately captured! on the Medi- 
terranean! and brought fresh into port! warranted free 
from sickness and wounds! also, a considerable num- 
ber! a litde damaged! by musket shot! and cannon 
balls! and careless handling, with long knive» and 
broad swords! and for want of wholesome air! on 
easy terms for the purchaser. [Exit Crier. 

ACT II. 

Scene I. 

Oran waiting to the fair. 

Orcau \SolusJ\ Yes, he who frees a slave, arms an as- 
sassin. The Bashaw may learn tl|is to his sorrow. Let 
him look to that. He has given a high price for stock, 
that I should have been glad to turn upon his hands. 
The money will purchase two for one. Gorton's ,and 
Zanga*s freight of prisoners will almost glut the mar- 
ket. The Bashaw may be as ostentatious as he pleases. 
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6f hfe ix)yish pity: thank fortune, I am not so tender- 
hearted* No: dominion is the"^ right of man* Thelove 
of power is planted in his nature. But all men can't 
be kings. If there are lords, there must be slaves. 
And what most be is right. Let moralizers murmur 
at the doctrine: their arguments are slender threads; 
feeble us tbost^ who spin them out from lovers' dreams 
and children's notions. What is justice without power? 
The slave's ideal friend; whom he would wiih to 
hresik his chains; on whose credit, he would establish 
universal gQvernmeni; then dissolve connexion, and 
shut his partner up in prison. . [Exit Oran. 

Scene II. 

The fair ^ a large square. 

-Enter GlFTicrH, with a drarcn sxvord; Zanca and 
Gorton, ix>ith swords^ followed by prisoners pin^ 
toned; Sailors in the rear; Auctioneer, &fc. 
Sharp, a negro^ standing by Gortoiit^ 

Otticer bringing forward sick and, wounded* 

Auctiojieer. Here^ gentlemen, is a lot we shall not 
differ about. For the sake of despatch we will put up 
all the fragments together. Here are a number with 
broken' legs, arms, &c. and a number more with mor- 
•tal wounds, that may get well, or may not. That is 
your risk; I sliall not warrant them. Upwards of a 
dozen: count for yourselves. Who bids? 

Enter Hamet, and attendants; silence' observed^ and 

allpayjiim cJfeisance. 
Sharp. Dat a man, a planter, masser Gorton. 

[ To Gorton. * 
Auct. £xan)ine for yourselves: who bids? 
Oran. Four hundred sequins for the whole. ^ 
Auct. That is scarce the price of one good able- 
bodied slave. 

Oran. They will not do it>e hal^^the service at pre- 
sent. The greater part of them are not able to cook 

K -> 
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their own food; much less to earn it. Yet they must 
be fed; or they will die on ray hands, you know. 
And a sick or dead slave i& the very worst of dead 
stock. I'll give no more. "■ , - 

Hamet. These unfortunate men are the objects of 
compassion, not of unfeeling sarcasm. Raise their 
price to five hundred and charge them to my account. 
Servants, see them removed to the hospital. llet a 
surgeon be employed to heal their wounds, and restore 
them to health. [Prisoners howing respectfully*] 

[Exeunt servants and prisoners* 

Sharp. Dat a good planter, masser Gorton. He good 
to white man; an he be good to poor negur man too. 

Officer bringing forward a number* 

Auct. Here are a parcel of lads of the first quality; 
superfine; the sons of noblemen. Their relations will 
give their weight in gold to xtedcem them. 

1st Purchaser* And their country^ twice their 
weight, rather than have them return. 

Auct^ Now is the time to make your fortunes. 
Whabids? 

Zanga. [To Gorton*"] These, I suppose, are your 
champions, that tookr shelter in the Kbld^ ^ith their 
seafaring brethren, the rats, when you fought them. 

G^rt^w. The same. 

Auct. One! two! three! Just going for— —nothing. 

1*^ Purchaser* Precisely \vhat they are valued at, 
at home. You know, captains, these men of the femi- 
nine gender, don't pass very current with us# You 
would do well to exchange them for ballast, or fresh 
water. I will give you t)ne hundred sequins a piece 
for them. 

Gorton* Strike them off! It is cheaper buying men 
than raising them at this rate. One, two, three, four, 
five of them% Cleaj the hatchway! 

[Exeunt 1st purchaser and prisoners* 

Officer bringing Jorward three others* 
Auct* Here are three stout, able-bodied fellows for 
you; well oiade for labour. Who bids^ 
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Sharp. Dat a man my masser. [Pointing to Kidnap* 

^d Purchaser. Mere bladders filled with wine. Our 
labour ^nd climate will blast them like mushrooms. 

3^/ Purchaser* Let me look at their hands; they 
are the index of the slave. A good hard hand is 
worth more than a dozen bloated cheeks and barrel 
bodies. Let me see how they are put together. 

[Shaking them by the shoulders. 

Kidnap. Stand off! base ruffian. [Officer strikes him* 

Sharp. Dat lam you strike poor negur. Me wish 
he killa you* [Aside* 

Kidnap. Black imp! be silent. 

Officer. This fellow is a rare piece, PH assure you. 
Rather mettlesome at present. Discipline him freely 
with a whip for several weeks, and he will be as 
patient as a Dutch horse. 

Kidnap. Severe reverse! Now, Africans, I learn to 
pity you. 
• 3rf Purchaser. What does he say? • 

Oficer. I fancy he wishes to be excused from read- 
ing the new leaf we are turning over for him- His 
dreams have been very much inclined to tattle, since 
he has been in prison- If I may judge from them, he 
has been a wholesale dealer in slaves himself; and 
is just beginning the hard lesson of repentance. 

Gorton. Is this the man, who entertained you so 
agreeably in his sleep? I should suppose he might af- 
ford a (jeal of amusement when awake. 

Officer. He was in a very companionable mood last 
,night.- He must have thought himself at home: poor 
man, I am almost sorry for his delusion. In his social 
glee, he ordered six dozen of port, gave Liberty and 
Independence for n toast, sung an ode to freedom; 
and after fancying he had kicked over the tables, 
broken all the glasses, and lay helpless on the floor, gave 
orders, attended by a volley of oaths, to have fifty of 
his slaves whipped thirty stripes each, for singing a 
liberty-song in echo to his own; and six more to be 
hung up by the heels for petitioning him for a draught 
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of milk and water, while he was revelling with bis 
drunken companions. Then waked up, and exclaim- 
ed; O happy America! farewell forever! Justice! thou 
hast overtaken me at last. 

Auct^ His dreams will be a cash article, who bids? 

3d Purchaser* Two hundred sequins apiece, for 
the" three. ^ ' 

Harriet* Officer, forward that man; I wish to speak 
with him. [Officer leads Kidnap to Hamet. 

From whence are you? \Tq Kidnap* 

Kidnap. From North America. 

Hamet, The boasted land of liberty? ' 

Kidnap. None more so* , 

Hamet. Then does she realize those scenes your 
fancy paints, and which your tongue describes, when 
off its guard?. 

Kidnap. Take second-handed dreams for evidence, 
ancj judge as you please of me, or of my country. 

Hamet. Your arrogance is evidence against you. 
Stand there in silence. Bring'here that African. {To 
the Officer. [Officer leads forward Sharp. 

Was that man your master? 

Sharp. Yes a masser* [Bowing* 

HameU Is he a kind master? do you^ wish to livei 
with him? ♦ 

Sharp* No, masser, planter! he get drunk! he whip 
me! he knock a me down! he stamp on a me! he will 
kill a me dead! No! no! let. a poor negur live wid a 
you, master planter; live wid a masser officer; wid a 
dat a man; or any udder man, fore I go back America 
again; fore I live. wid a masser Kidnap again. 

Hamet* Fear not, honest fellow: nobody shall hurt 
voii. 

Sharp, ^smk a you, masser! bless a you, good 
masser planter. • [Bowing'* 

Hamet. [To Officer.} Deliver this man to the 
highest bidden Let misery teach him, what he could 
never learn in affluence, the lesson of humanity. 

[2d Purchaser takes off Kidnap and the other two, 
and returns agahu'\ 
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Common sailors brought forxvard. 

AiLct. Here*^re robust fellows for you; reduced to 
discipline; hardened by toil; proof against heat and 
cold, wind and weather. Now is your last opportu- 
nity. Who bids? 

4tth Purekaser* Two hundred apiece for the whole. 

5th Purchaser* Two hundred and fifty. 

Auct. Two hundred and fifty, and going. Their 
bare bones would be worth half that for skeletons. 
But they are well stryng with nerves, and covered 
with hardy flesh: none of your mushrooms, grown up 
in the shade. Look for yourselves: they are almost 
bullet proof. 

Zanga* Quite, you might have said, or we should 
have made riddling sieves of them. 

Oran. Three hundred apiece. 

Aiict. Three hundred, and going. One! two! three! 

[Strikes, 

Zanga. [To Or an.'] I am sorry we were obliged to 
cut so many of them in pieces, before we could per- 
suade .then\ to strike. The whole :crew would furnish 
a fine plantation; and you might live in the style of a 
West India planter. 

Officer* Follow your master. [Oran going; slavey- 
fallowing. OrarCs servants follow the slaves with whips. 

Teague. [Refusing to follow .^ Ship-mates, you may 

do as you please. I should be glad of your dear company; 

^ but, by my shoul, I will enter no man's ship by sea, 

or by land, till I knbw the conditions, and receive a 

little advance pay. 

Oran. Come on, my lad; or my servants shall see 
to your advance pay. {Servant strikes himwith a whip. 

Teagae. [Bursting his pinions^ and seizing Oran!$ 
^eroant.^^ If this is your prompt pay, by saint Patrick! 
you shall have change in your own coin, my honey! 
D'ye see! I could tear your rigging before and aft 
Uke a hurricane. [Shaking him. Officer attempts to 
strike him with his sword; tether servants with their 
whips* . ' . K 2 
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Harriet. Forbear! his honest indignation is the effu- 
sion of humanity. Let him speak for himself. There 
is som^^ing in this ingenuous tar, that moves inc 
.to do him a kindness. [Aside. 

Teague. I think, an't please your honor, a poor 
sailor has a hard time enough on't to encounter wind 
and weather, hunger and thirst, and all the other 
dangers of the main sea; and when rain and storms 
have frowned on him for several months, he ought to 
find a little Bimshine in every man's face; and notJ>e 
bought and sold like dumb beasts in the maricet* I 
believe in my shoul, if oije were to get rich in a Chris- 
tian country by such a vile trade, the judgments of 
Heaven would keep him poor as lohg as he lived. Ah, 
and if men were made to be slaves and masters, why 
was, not one man born with a whip in his hand and 
gold spoon in his mouth; and another, with a chain 
on his arm, or ^ fetter to his heel; ay, and without 
a tongue or a pair of jaws, so long as one must ii6t 
be allowed to use them? And if I had known I were 
to Hve a dog's life in this hard-hearted country, as^ I 
am a Christian, I would have fought ye till I died. 
But look ye! all hands upon deck; this' muckle airm 
of mine is free; and by the blood of my heart, it shaH 
be torn from my body, before I will be bound once 
more, it shall. ' 

Orar?. I must leave that unmanageable creature 
witl^ you^, Zanga; i! have had too much to do with 
such fellows already. * 

HgmeU Trust him with me. His are the inborn 
virtues I admire: virtues, that ought to make the ty- 
rant blush before him^ and find him friends, wherever 
there are men. . * . ' ' 

Ttague. On my honest word, I am your hon6r'« 
good friend* and servant, so long as I live, let the 
winds blow as they will. Yes, I wiH be any man'9 
TOod friend and faithfql servant, that If iH secure rtty 
Mberty in riie mean tfane, I wilL 
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^uct Hare is this honest negro lad, who has been 
under the benevolent instruction of a task« master, «nd 
converted to Christianity by lectures applied to the 
naked back with a rope's end, or nine-tail whip. He 
is bred to his business; you will find him an excellent 
purchase; and he can lose nothing by exchange of 
masters. Who bids? 

Sth Purchaser* Three hundred sequins* 

^d Purchaser. Four hundred. 
. Officer* Follow that man; he is your master. 

. [To Sharps. 

Sharp. Yes a masser. [Bowing to his new master. 

Sth Purchaser. You give top much. You will raise 
the price t>f slaves above their profit. 

3d Purchaser. I have my reasons. He is trained 
to his business: I intend to put his old master under 
his iiistruction, that he may occasionally have the ad- 
vantage of a whip-lecture from Jiis forjiner slave, whom 
he has treated sd kindly. 

Sth Purchaser* Perfectly rigl>t. Sir. Every dog 
must have his day. [Exeunt 3d Purchaser and Sharp. 

Zanga. [Leading forward Francisco.'] This man has 
cost pcie dear; he must command a price accordingly. 

Auct. Here is the last purchase: who bids? 

Sth Purchaser. What extraordinary things ^an thi3 
fellow do? \ , 

Zxmga. lie can clip off men's heac^s and anns with 
an uncommon flight of hand. Had it not been for his 
dexterity at this art^ and his loud acclamations to his 
crew, I should not have been repulsed three times 
from their d^k, with the loss of halfmy men.' 

Sth Purchaser. T!!)oasrx& your misfortune; not ours. 
Men in your way. must run the risk of losing an arm 
and even a he^d once in a while/ Courage is a very 
good recommendation for a sailor, or soldier; but for 
a slav^, I would 'give as much for one of your faint* 
hearted cov^ards, that you find hid in the hold in tii;ne 
of action, as for half a dozen^who will meet you with 
a pistol at your head. 
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AucL What, does nobody bid? 

Zanga. These are the marks of gratitude andhoaor 
shoMrn to us, who expose our lives to procure the 
means of ease and luxury fof our countrymen. My 
men, whose wounds are witnesses against him, would 
give a generous price to satisfy their vengeance. 

Francisco. Detested ruffian! blast not the names of 
gratitude and honor with your breath. Has not my 
life already been enough exposed? Then let those 
men, who wear the marks my courage gave, return 
me woimd for wound. 'Tis not enough that you pos- 
sess my father's fortune; the effects of an industrious 
life, designed to purchase from your barbarous land, 
two darling soqb; more than his life to him; and dearer 
than my own to me. Their misery is not sufficient. 
Mysejf, the only stay of his declining years, must be 
forever exiled from his sight. But I can bear the 
worst that malice can invent, or tyranny inflict. If you 
have pit}% spare it for' my father; for my brothers; 
they have slain none of your friends; none of your 
nation. lean endure my own misfortunes: theirs are 
insupportable. 

. Hamet, Magnanimous, and dutiful son} your virtues 
shall be rewarded; and your father's sorrow shall be 
turned *o joy. You say yovi have two brothers, whom 
you came to ransom. What are their names? Perhaps 
ihey now. are free; 
' Francisco* Ozro and Amandar. 

HameU Your business is accomplished. They have 
their liberty. £ach minut€ I expect them here. 

Francisco. O'^kind reverse! Francisco, thou ahalt be. 

happy. . • ' 

iTaw^^.Franciscol did he say? G^od Heavens! Can 
it be hei [Afiide.'j Art thou Francisco? 

Francisco* That is my father's name. I. am Fran- 
cisco the younger. 

Hamet. Thou art! O my delivering angell Dost 
thou know thy Hamet. 
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Francisco. It cannot be! Sure I am entranced. 

\Looking earnestly at Hamet. 

Harriet. Come to my arms! I ' am thy friend, thy 
Hamet* {^ Hamet rises* Francisco meets Mm pinioned. 

Francisco. Thou art tlie same! the best of men*. 

[Embracing. 
Enter Ozro and Amandar at d distance^ attended 

by guards. They advance slowly^ looki^g ^zt each 

other and at Hamet ^ in suspense. 

Hamet. [Unloosing Francisco'* s pinions. '\ OflP shame- 
ful bands! These ill become thee! Thy hands are. 
worthy of a sceptre. Twice thou hast freed me fronv 
the chains of bondage. Thi;ia I, in part, discharge the 
debt. [Ozro and Amandar discover Francisco^ and run, 
to embrace him. * 

Ozro. O Francisco! 

Amandar.. My brother! [They embrace each other* 

Francisco. Welcome to my arms again! Bount^n 

ous Hevaven! thy smiles have pierced the cloud, and, 

changed the night to day. Next to Heav^^ Hamet 

deserve^ pyr thanks* 

:Ozro and Amandar. As first o^earth be has them., 

Hamet. I am the debtor. Heaven has given me a 
grateful heart; but it is to you, ^ranchco I owe my 
fortune and my honor, and have it in my power to^ 
show my gratitude. Had it not been for you, I migb< 
till now have been a slave in Veliice. 

Teague. On my life, I would live and die here ^l 
my days, if all the people were like this same sood 
Hamet. [Aside* 

Zanga. They sail so pleasatntly, I m\\%\ faU in with 
them after all. (^Aside.) [Taies a chesty containing tho 
money and jewels of Francisco^ and carries it to hhu\ 
Good Sir, I have been brough^p to the trade of fight-* 
ing; this, you know, Sir, is not an employment to 
soften one's heart. I' have generally been obliged to 
resist the current of compassion; but it sets so strong 
upon me now, I will even follow its motion, as you 
have been pleased to lead* the way. Here is this man's 
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money: I give up my share both in that and him too; 
and wish him and Jiis good friends a pleasant gale 
upon whatever course they may steer through life. 

Hamet. This deed becomes thee, Zan^, and shall 
hereafter be rewarded. 

Franciscon Zanga, thou hast my thanks. Let me 
anticipate the joyous hour when our aged father shall 
hear the transactions of this day; and express in his 
name the effusions of his grateful heart, when he shall 
receive his sons from you as the author of their 
second existence; their delivery from the heavy chains 
of bondage. [Tq HameU 

HameU By untoward fortune, my father and my- 
self were slaves in Venice. By your intercession I. 
was emancipated. I cheerfully procured the freedom 
of a declining parent at the expense of my own. The 
thought of relieving him from a burden, which his 
tottering age was unable to support, sweetened my 
toil, and made that servitude a pleasure, which other- 
wise had been intolerable. But the generosity of your 
family exceeded what I dared to hope. You gratui- 
tously restored me to liberty a second time. This was 
the morning of my prosperity, the 'birth-day of my 
happiness. It is by your means, I have it in my power 
thus to acknowledge and discharge a sacred debt,^the 
debt of gratitude. 

Ozro. This day more than compensates for our 
past misfortunes. 

Amandar* Henceforth we will celebrate its anniver- 
sary in grateful remembrance of our benefactor. 

Hamet. Generous brothers, enjoy your fortune, and 
let your father participate your happiness. A ship 
shall be prepared to convey you to your native land, 
and restore you to your friends. Let it be remember- 
ed, there is no luxury so exquisite as the exercise of 
humanity, and no post so honourable as his, who de- 
fends THE RIGHTS OF MAN. [Exeunt onmes. 
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CONCItTSION OF A CELEBRATED SPEECH OP Mr. 

Pitt, in 1770, in Su^ort of a Motion made 
IN Parliament, to request the King to lay 

BEFORE that BoDY ALL THE PaFERS, RELATIVE 
TO CERTAIN DEPREDATIONS OF THE SPANIARDS, 
AND LIKEWISE, TO A TrEATY WHICH HE WAS 
THEN NEGOTIATING WITH SPAIN. 



My Lords^ 

T HAVE taken a wide^ circuit, and trespassed, I fear, 
^ too long upon your patience. Yet I cannot con- 
clude without endeavouring to bring home your 
thoughts to an object more immediately interesting to 
us, than any I have yet considered: I mean the in- 
ternal condition of this country. We may look abroad 
for wealthi or triumphs, or luxury; but England, my 
lords, is the main stay, the last resort of the whole 
empire* To this point, every scheme of policy, whe- 
ther foreign or domestic, should ultimately refer. 

Have any measures been taken to satisfy, ot to 
unite the people? Afie the grievances they have so 
long complained of removed? or do they stand not 
only unredressed, but aggravated? Is the right of free 
election restored to the elective body? My lords, I 
myself am one of the people. 1 esteem that security 
zxiA independence, which is the original birthright of 
^Q. Englishman, far beyond the privileges, however 
"^ splendid,^ which are annexed to the peerajge. I my- 
self am by birth an English elector, anH' join with 
the freeholders of England as in a common cause. 
Believe me, my lords, we mistake our real interest as 
much as our duty, when we separate ourselves from 
the mass of the people. 

Can it be expected that Englishmen will unite heart- 
ilyin defenceof a government, by which they feel them- 
selves insulted arid oppressed? Restore them to their 
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rights; that is the true way to make them unanimous* 
It ifi Qot a ceremonious. recommendatiou from the 
tbrQBe, that can bring back peace and harmony to a 
dkfcmtented people* Ij'hat insipid Annual, opiate 6as 
been admintstered sp long, that it has lost its effect. 
3ooiething substantia^- something effectual must bef 
dose. 

The public credit of the nation stands next in degree 
to the rights of the constitution; it calls loudly for. the 
interposition of Parliament. There is a set of men, 
my lords, in the city of London, who are known to 
live in riot and luxury, upon the plunder of the ign<5- 
Vant, the innocent^ the helpless; upon that part of the 
community, which stands most in need ' of, and best 
^deserves the care and protection of the legislature. 
To me, my lords, wh<jther they be miserable jobbers 
of JExchange- Alley, or the lofty Asiatic plunderers of 
Leadenhall-street, tb^y are all equally detestable. I 
care but little whether a man walks on foot, or is 
drawn by eight or six horses. If his luxury be sup- 
ported by the plunder of his country, I despise and 
detest him. , 

My Jordsi while I had the honor of serving his Ma- 
jesty, I never ventured to loqk at the treasury but at 
a distance; it is a lousiness I am unfit for, and to which 
1 never could have submitted. The little I know of it 
has not served to raise my opinion pf what is vulgarly 
called the moneyed interest; I mean that blood-sucker, 
that muckworm, which calls itself the friend of go- 
vernment; that pretends to ^erve this or that admi- 
nistration, and may be purchased, on the same term&, 
by any administration; that advances money to gov- 
ernment, and takes special care of its own emoluments. 

I hope, my lords, that nothing I have said will be 
understood to extend to the honest, and industrious 
tradesman, who holds the middle rank, and has given 
rep^^ated proofs,that he prefers law and liberty to gold, 
^i love that class of men. Muchiess would I be thoi^ht ^ 
to reflect upon the fair merchant, whose liberal com- 
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merce is the prime source of national wealth. I esteem 
his occupation, and respect his character. 

My lords, if the general representation, which I 
htKve had the honor to lay before you, of the situatioii 
^f puhlic affairs, has in any measure engaged your at- 
tention, your lordships, I am sure, will agree with rne, 
<hat the season calls for more ths^n common prudence 
and vigor in the direction of our councils. The 4if* 
ficulty of the criits demands a wise, a firm, and a 
popular .administration. The dishonorable traffic of 
places has engaged us too long. Upon this subject, 
my lords, I speak without interest or enmity. I have 
no personal objection to any of the king's servants.*! 
shall never be ministen Gertainly,not without full pow- 
er to cut away all the rotten branches of government. 
Yet, unconcerned as I truly am for myself, I cannot 
avoid seeing some capita errors in the distribution of 
the royal favour. 

I know I shall be accused of attempdng to revive 
distinctions. .My lords, if it were possible, I would 
abolish all distinctions. I would not wish the favours 
of the>crown to flow invariably in one channel. But 
there are some distinctions which are inherent in the 
nature of things. There is a distinction between right 
- and wrongrbetween whig and tory. 

When I speak of an administration, such as the 
necessity of the season calls for, my views are large 
I and comprehensive. It must be popular, that it may 
begin with repotation* It must be strong within itself, 
that it may proceed with vigor and decision. An 
administration, formed upon an exclusive system of 
family connexions, or private friendships, cannot, \.. 
am convinced, b^ long supported in this country. 

I shall trouble your lordships with but a few words 
more. His Majesty tells us in hisspeech, that he will 
call upon urfor our advice, if it should be necessiHry 
in the farther progress of this slbir. It is not easy to say 
f whether or, not ti^e ministry lu^e- serious in this deela* 
ration, nor what is meant by the fro ffness of an aftir, 

L 
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which rests upon one fixed point. Hitherto we have 
not been called upon. But though we are not con- 
suited) it is our right and duty, as the king's great 
hereditary council, to offer him our advice. The pa- 
pers, mentioned in the noble duke's motion, will en- 
able us to form a just and accurate opinion of die con- 
duct of his majesty's servants, though not of the ac- 
tual state of their honorable negotiations. 

The ministry, too, seem to wai^ advice upon some 
points in which their own safety is immediately con^ 
-cemed. They are now balancing between a war, which 
they ought to have foreseen, but for which they have 
made no provision, and an ignominous compromise. - 
Let me warn them of their danger. If they are forced 
inta a war, they stand it at the hazard of their heads. 
J[f, by an ignominious compromise, they should stain 
the honor of the crown, or sacrifice the rights of the 
people, let them look to their consciences, and consi- 
der whether they will be able to walk the streets in 
safety. 



SocRATxs' Defence before his Accusers akd 

Judges. . ^ 

I am accused of corrupting the youth, and of instil- 
ling dangerous principles into them, as well ih 
regard to the worship of the gods, as the rulers of 
government. You know, Athenians, I never made it 
my profeasion to teach; nor can envy, however violent 
against me, reproach me with having ever sold my in- 
-structions. I have an undeniable evidence for me in 
thip respect, which is my poverty. Always equally 
xieady to communicate my thoughts either to the rich 
or pooF,and to givethem entire leisure to question or 
answer me, I lend myself to every one who is desi- 
FQU3 of becoming virtuous; and if amongst those who 
hear me, there are any who prove either good or bad, 
neither the virtues of the one, nor the vices of the 
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other, to which I have not contributed, are to be as- 
ciribed to me. 

My whole employment is to persuade the young 
and old against too much love for the body, for riches, 
and all other precarious things of whatsoever nature 
they be, and against too little regard for the soul, 
which ought to be the object of their affection. For I 
incessantly urge to^you, that virtue does not proceed 
- from riches, but on the contrary, riches from virtue; 
and that all the other goods of human life,,*'xs well 
public as private, have their source in the sanlfe prin- 
ciple. 

If to speak in this manner be to coiTupt youth, I 
confess,. Athenians, that I am guilty, and deserve to 
be punished. If what I say be not true, it- is most 
easy to convict me of -my falsehood. I see here a great 
number of my disciples: they have only to appear. 
But perhaps the reserve and consideration for a mastern^ 
who has instructed them, will prevent them from de- 
daring against me: at least their fathers, brothers, and 
uncles cannot, as good relations and good citizens, 
dispense with their not standing forth to demand 
vengeance against thecorrupter of their sons, brothers^ 
and nephews. But th^se are the persons who take 
upon them my defence, and interest themselves in 
the success of my cause. 

Pass on me what sentence you please, Athenians; 
but I can neither repent nor change my conduct, i 
must not abandon or suspend a function, which God 
himself has imposed on me^ since he has charged me 
with the care of instructing my fellow citizens. If, 
after having faithfully kept all the posts, wherein I 
was placed by, our generals, the fear of death should 
at this time make me abandon that in which the Divine 
Providence has placed me, by commanding me to pa&» 
my life in th€ study of philosophy f<H* the instruction 
of myself and others; this would be a nrwst criminal 
' desertion indeed, and make me highly worthy of b^ing 
cited befor^i this tribunal, as an impious man who 
does not believe the gods. 
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Should you resolve to acquit me for the future, I 
should not hesitate to make answer, Athenians, I ho- 
nor and love you; but I shall choose rather to obey 
God than you; and to my latest breath shall never re^ 
nounce my philosophy, nor cease to exhort and reprove 
you according to my custom. I am reproached withab* 
ject fear and meanness of spirit, for being so busy in 
imparting my advice to every one in private^ and for 
having always avoided to be present in your assemblies, 
to give my counsels to my country. I think I have suf« 
ficiently proved n^y courage and fortitude, both in the 
field, where I have borne arms with you, and in the 
Senate, when I alone, upon more than one occasion, 
opposed the violent and cruel orders of the thirty 
tyrants* What is it then that has prevented me from 
appearing in your assemblies? It is that demon, that 
voice divine, which you have so often heard me men- 
tion, and Melitus has taken so much pains to ridicule* 

That spirit has attached itself to me from my infan* 
cy; it is a voice, which I never hesar, but w.hen it would 
prevent me from peniisting in something I have re«> 
solved; for it never exhorts me to undertake any thing* 
It is the same being that has always opposed n»e. when 
I would have intermeddled in the afEaljrs of the re« 
puUic; and that with the greatest reason; for I should 
have been atri^igst the dead long ago, had I been con* 
cemed in the measures of the state, without effecting 
^toy thing to the advantage of myself, or our country. 

Do not take it ill, I beseech you, if I speak my 
thoughts without disguise, and with truth and- freedom^ 
Every man- who would generously oppose a whole 
neople, either andongst us or elseWhere, and wiio in- 
flexibly applies himself to prevent the violation of the 
laws, and the practice ^f iniquity in a government^ 
will never do so long with impunity. It is absolutely 
necessary for him, who would contend for justice, if 
he has any thoughts of living, to remain in a private 
station^ and never to have any shar^ in public afi&irs. 
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For the rest, Athenians, if, in the extreme danger 
I now am, I do not imitate the behaviour of those, 
who, upon less emergencies, have implored and sup- 

' idicated their judges with tears, and have brought forth 
their children, relatibns, and friends, it is not through 
pride or obstinacy; or any contempt for you; but solely 
for your honour, and for that of the wl^iole city. At 
my age, and with the reputation, true or false, which 
I have, would it be consistent for me, after all the les- 
sons I have given upon the contempt of death, to be. 
afraid of it myself, and to belie in my la3t action all 
the principles and sentimentd'of my.past life? 

But without speaking of my fame, which I should 
extremdy injure by such a conduct, I do not think it 
allowable to entreat a judge, nor to be absolved by sup* 
^ications: he ought to be persuaded and convinced. 
The judge does not sit upon the bench to show £ivour 
by violating the laws; but to do justice in conforming 
to them. He does not swear to discharge with impu* 
nity whom he {leases; but to do justice where it is 

. due. We ought not therefore to accustom you to per* 
jury, nor you to suffer yourselves to be accustomed 
to^it; for in so doing, both the one and the other of 
m equally injure justice and religion, and both ^e 
criminals. 

Do not therefore expect from me, Athenians, th%t 
I. should have recourse to means which I believe net* 
tber honest nor lawful; especially upon this occasion, 
wherein I am accused of impiety by Mditus. For^ 
if I should influence you by my prayers, and. .thereby 
induce you to violate your oaths,;it would be unde* 
niably evident, that I teach you not to believe ipithe 
gods; and even in defending and jifstifying myself, 
should furnish my adversaries with arm^ against me, 
and prove that I believe no divinity. But I am very 
far f^pm such wicked thoughts. I am more convinced 
of the existence of God than my accusers; and ao oon-^ 
vinced tbs^ I abandon myself to God ami you, that 
yoa may judge of nfte as you shall think it l^st. 
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' ■ DiAiuoGUE ON Cowardice and Knavery. 

r , 

Characters. 

Hector^ An Officer cashiered for Cowardice^ 

Hamburoh, a fraudulent BankrupU 

Simon, A Pawn'BroAer. 

Trusty, ^ £i disguisey acquainted with alL 

fSining together; some with seffcwe.J 

SCENE, A Taoern. 

JSn^rr Landlord* 

Landlord. C^ ENTLEMJSN, you all eome diff«i«tit 
umoiora. yj^ ^ays; and I s^pAsc^ are strangers;" but 
liiay be^ y^dlike to cut and come again upon ai roast 
lurkey with good trimmings. 
• Trusty. With all my heait. Fd play knife and 
ibiH even with a cut*thn)at over such a supper: weti 
I dsere say, you will find none of us<;ow^rds op bani^ 
. rupts in that businest. > 

tip Sfmf ffECYOR, HAMBtTROB, OfUl SllTOK. 

Ali three. [To Trusty.} Do you call me names, Siit 

Trtisty. Gentlemen, I meant no personalities. 
/^ ffect&r. lPi$ts hi^ hand to his sword.'] Bui yet»iall» 

r ' cd me a coward, you rascal. 

ffamk [Taie^ (if his eoat.] Tou called me a b«fe- 
ilipt, you kn^ve. 

Sinunu ^Doubkt his'Jkt.} You ealfed Hht a cue- 
tffroii^ you villain^ ' ' \ 

Tirusty. I told you all, I meant no persmssdidesi 
but [To &ctorJpT9y v4iat aie you? 

Hector. A soldieryto your sorrow. Fe^ and' tgrem* 
bfe. 

Tftattf. ITo Mhmburgh.'l Pray what artt yeio? 

Mkhtib. A merchant. /-- 

tfHisty. iTo StmarhlAai wtutt wee fott? 

SimofU A btu&er; 
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Trusty* Thea if you dre acich as^oldiers, mercnants, 
and bankers ought to be^ I could not mean you; other- 
wise you may take the words, cut-throat, bankrupt, 
and coward, and: divide 'em amon^ you. And as to 
knave^ r^tscaJ, and villain, i return them to the right 
ownets* 

Hector* Gentlemen, stand by. VM fight for you alt 
(jDraws and turns to Trusty,"] Tchidlenge you to fight 
me. 

Zemit/. Foh!^ challenge him tp eat with you; the 
supper's waiting! - 

Hector* ^To Landlord.'] Don't interfere. Sir: herd's 
serious work: blood will be spilt. 

Trusty* Wfelli spiH your own then: I have no do* 
tion of having my Veins pricker* 

Hector* Choose your mode ol fighting^ instantly, or 
fall beneath this sword, whiph has drunk the blood of 
thousands. 

Trusty. Well, if I must fighti my mode will be to 
use that sword five minutes upon your body: thenyoa 
^all uselt upon me as long, and so we will take turns. 

Hector* Y(m inflame my cholef . 

Trus^^ Thett unpin your collar. 

Hector* I shall burst witfanige. 

Trusty. Then we shall have one less at table. 

Ihctar^ [Brandishes his szioord*1 Are you prepared 
for your exit? 

Trusty. I am. [Exit.'] 

Hector** tioiv he is gone to arm himself with pano- 
pl)^to n»eet this vaknrouBsword. Guard me^ ye powers! 
who^ in die day of batde^ 'mid clairfiing swords and 
wXt die thunder o£ my fadier Mars, have been my 
riiield and buckler. Now I am ready for him: why 
does he not return?^ 

LantL He^ gone to supper. Thi» is an e^Ang hoose^ 
aot a fighting house. Sheadbe yovr sword. 
^ Hector* [Sheathes.] There, sword, smother ihy ragft 
till $ome dkttiidess adverisaryt shidl call thee out: then 
seek hiib heart and make report of victory. 

[Exeunt omnes* 



1S« THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

Interval Jivp minutes. 

Snter'TKVSTY and Landlord. 

Land^ I take that officer-looking man to be Colonel 
Home, one of die bravest men in the army. 

Trusty Colonel Home and he are very different 
characters. That wretch was hut an ensign, and was 
cashiered for cowardice. 

Land. Is that possible? Why, he told me himself 
that he had alone surprised a whole re^ment and cut 
them in^ piecesi and that all the army stood in awe of 
him. 

Triisty* Well, you naay depend on what I tell you: 
and the one that sits next to him is a. bankrupt, who 
has been guilty of every shameful practice to defraud 
his creditors; and the other is a base pawnbroker, who 
has got all the property of this bankrupt in his hand 
for concealment. -^ 

Land. You surprise me! Why, that bankrupt, as you 
call him, was just now telling the other, how he. was 
afraid the late storms at sea might affect his shipping;, 
and the other was offering to insure them. . 

Enter Hector, Hamburgh, aW Simon.. 

Hector. [Tc? Trusty.'] Since my wrath is a little 
abated, I am persuaded you meant no offence; but 
look ye, Sir, if any man was seriously to dispute my 
courage, you see my sword! 

Trusty. I see it. ^ 

Hector. And don't you fear it? 

Trusty. No; nor its owner. [Hector offers tpdraw.'\ 
Forbear, or ^^ I will tell a tale will make it blush." 

*" [Hector sneaks qfl 

Hamb. \To Trusty,"] Tzsxk not disposed. Sir, to be- 
lieve that you meant me by any repression you made: 
as to coward and cut-th]:oat, they certainly don't be« 
long to me. And £^ to bankriqpt, the four winds can 
pye the lie to such a charge. . . 
. Trusty. Tbey cotM give but wt/i^ tesdmony in 
your favour. ^ /^ 
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Hamb, Then I appeal to this worthy gentleman^ 
l^Speaking of Stmon^l and an honester man lives not 
oik earth, it I have not thousands m his hands. 

Simon. [Aside to Hamb.'] You had better leave it to 
the foiir winds. 

Hamb* [Lend and hastily.'] Have I not monej^ of 
a great amoujut in your hands? 

Simon* Did you not take an oath, a few days since, 
that,yx>u had not directly nor indirectly, five pounds 
on earth? 

Hamb. Yes. I had not on tarthi but it was then in 
your coffers^ and you know it. 

Simon. If your oath that you had no property can't 
be relied on, why should your word be taken, that 
you'have? 

Hamb. But I ask- you, haye you not my property 
in your hands? 

Simon* Not a farthmg.- You are a bankrupt for 
thousands, and the four wind^ may t^ of tlist. 

Hamb. O inaVery!' 

Simon. O perjury! 

Trustify You areperfec(i5^ weleome touse the^twdt 
I just* now tossed o^ to you; and it a{^)«ar^ ta me, 
th^y a*e a very proper- currency between you. 

Hambi O tl^t I had^the money out of thuft wretch*^ 
hands, to give to my honest creditors! 

Simon. O that^ T had the character^ winch - 1 have 
l6st by my connexion with 3^u! 

Trusty^ I am sorry ftrr the depravity of you^both. 
It has led you to deceive honest ipen, and to betray 
each other. You have now learned the value of repu« 
tation and peace of mind, by the loss of them. Let 
your future day^ be da3r$ of atonement. Let ttem be 
devoted to honesty and fair dealing; and ever remem« 
ber that integrity is the only road to desirable wealthy 
and that the path of virtue is abne the padi of peaoe« 
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Mr. Sheridan's Speech against Mr. Taylor. 

WE have this day been honored with the coun- 
sels of a complete gradation of lawyers. We 
have received the opinion of a Judge, of an Attorney 
General, of an Ex- Attorney-General, and of a prac- 
tising Barrister. I agree with the learned gentiefldan 
in his admiration of the abilities of my honorable 
friend, Mr. Fox. What he has said of his ^^uickness 
and of his. profoundness, of his boldness and his can- 
dor, is literally just and true, which the mental accom- 
plishment of my honorable friend is, on eveiy occa- 
sion, calculated to extort even from his adversaries. 

The learned gentleman has, however,- in this.msi- 
dious eulogium, connected such qualities of mind with 
those he has praised and venerated, as to convert .his 
encomiums into reproach, and his tributes of praise 
into censure and invective. The boldness he has de- 
scribed is only craft, and his candor, hypocrisy. Upon 
what grounds does the learned gentleman connect 
those assemblages of great qualities and of cardinal 
defects? Upon what principles, either of justiqie or of 
equity, does he exalt witli one hand, whilst he insidi- 
ously reprobates and destroys with the other? " 

If the Wolf is to be feared, the learned gentleman 
may rest assured, it will be the wolf jn sheep's clothing, 
the msisked pretender to patriotism. It is not from the 
fang of the lion, but from the tooth of the serpent, 
that reptile which insidiously steals upon the vitals of 
the constitution, and gnaws it to the heart, ere the 
mischief is suspected, that destruction is to be feared* 

With regard to the acquisition of a learned gentle- 
man, Mr. Taylor, who ha$ declared that he means to 
vote with us this day, I am sorry to acknowledge^ 
that from the declaration he has made at the begin- 
ning of his speech, I see no great reason to boast of 
such an auxiliary. The learned gentleman, who has 
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with peciilhir modesty styled himself a chicken lawyer^ 
has declared, that, thinking us in the right with res- 
pect, to the subject of this day's discussion, he shall 
vote with us; but he has at the same time thought it 
necessary to assert, that he has never before voted 
dilFerently from the minister and his friends, and per- 
h24)s be never shall again vote with those^whom he 
means to support this <lay. 
• Ijt is' rather singular to vote with us, professedly 

X because he finds ua to be in the right, and, in the very 
moment that he assigns so good a reason for changing 
his side, to declare, that in all probability he never 
shall vote with us again. I am sorry to find the chick- 
. en is a bird of. ill omen, and that its augury is so un^- 
propitious to our future interests* Perhaps it would 
have been as well, under these circuinstances, that. 

* the chicken had not left the barn-door of the treasury; 
but continued side 1^ side "with the old cock, to pick 
thc^e crumbs of comfort which would doubtless be 
dealt out in time, with a liberality proportioned to the 
fidelity of the feathered tribe. 



Part or Cicero's Oration against Cati- 
line. 

IT is now a long time, conscript fathers, that we 
have trod amidst the dangers and machinations of 
this conspiracy: but I know not how it comes to pass, 
the full maturity of all those crimes, and of this long- 
ripening rage and insolence, has now broken out du- 
ring the period of my consulship. Should Catiline 
alone be removed from this powerful band of traitors, 
it may abate, perhaps, our fears and anxieties for a 
while; but the danger will still remain, and continue 
lurking in the veins and vitals of the republic. 

For, as men, oppressed with a severe fit of illness, 
and labouring under the raging heat of a fever, are 
often at first seemingly relieved by a draught of cold 
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water;butafterward8 find the disease retumupon tfaem^ 
with redoabled fuiy; in lik^, manner, this distemper, 
which has seized the commonweakh^eased a Iktle by 

' thepunishmeat'of this traitor, will, &^m his surviving 
associates, soon assume new force. Wh^efore, con- 
script fathers, let the wicked retire; let them separate 
^emselres from the honest; let them reodesvons in 
one place. In fine, as I have often said, let a wall he 
between them and us; let them cease to lay snarea for 
the consul in his own house; to beset the tribunal of 
the city praetor; to inve^ the senatehouse with armed 
' ruffians, and to prepare fireballs add torches for 
burning the city: in short, let every man's sentiments 
with regard to the public be inscribed on his*forehead« 
This I engage for, and promise, conscript fathers, 
^t by th6 diligence of the consuls, the weight of your 
authority,' the courage and firmness of the Homan 
knights, and the unanimtty of all the honest, Catiline 
beltig driven from the city^ you shall behold aQ his 
treasons detected, exposed, cruished, s^ punished. 

With these omens, Catiline, all of prosperity to the 
republic, but of destruction to thyself« and all those 
who have joined themselves with thee in all kinds of 
parricide, go thy way then to this impious and abomi- 
nable war: whilst thou, Jupiter, whose religion was 
established with the foundation of this city, whom we 
truly call Stator, the stay and prop of this empire, 
^ wilt drive this man asid' his accomplices, frpm dby 
altars and temples, from the houses ^nd walls of the 
city, from the lives and fortunes of us alU, and wilt 
destroy with eternal punishments, both living add 
dead, all the haters of good men, the enen)ies of their 

. country, the plunderers of Italy, now co&federatedin 
this detestable league and partnership of ^^lllafly* 
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Description of the first Amf.rioan Congress; 
FROif THE Vision of Columbus. 

COLUMBUS look'd; and still around them spread, 
From south to north, th' immeasurable shade; 
At last, the central shadows burst away, 
And rifling regions openM on the day. 
He saw, once mdreylM-ight DelVare^s silver stream, 
And Penn's throng's city cast a cheerful gleam; 
The dome of state, that met his eager eye, 
Now heav'd its arches in a loftier sky. 
The bursting gates unfold: and lo, within, 
A solemn train, in consdious glory, shine. 
The well-known forms his eye had trac'd before. 
In diff 'rent realfts along th' extended shore ; 
Here, grac'd with nobler fame, and robM in state, 
They look'd and mov'd magnificently great. 
High on the foremost seat, in living light, 
Majestic Randolph caught the hero's sight: 
J!iir on his head, the civic crown was plac'd, 
And the first dignity his sceptre grac'd. 
He opes the cause, aod points in prospect far. 
Through all the toils that wait th' impending war, 
But, hapless sage, thy reign must soon be o'er, 
To lend thy lustjre,>and to shine no more. 
So the bright morning star, from shades of ev'n, , 
Leads up the dawn, and lights the front of heav'n, 
Points to the waking world the sun's broad way. 
Then veils his own^ and shines above the day. 
And see great Washington behind thee rise, 
Thy following sun^to gild our morning skies; 
O'er shadowy climes to pour the enlivening flame, 
Thexharms of freedom and the fire of fame. 
Th* ascending chief adom'd his splendid seat. 
Like Randolph, easign'd with a crown of state, 
Where the green patriot bay beheld, with pride, 
The hero's laurel springing by its ^side ; 
His sword hung usdess, on his grac€ftiH1iighy 

M 
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On Britain still he cast a filial ejre; . 

But sovereign fortitude his visage bore, 

To rtieet their legions on th' invaded shore* ^ 

Sage Franklin next arose, in awful mien, 
And smil'd, unruiBM, o'er th' approaching scene; 
High, on his locks of age, a wreath jvas placed^ 
Palm of all arts, that e'er a mortal grac'd; 
Beneath him lies the sceptre kings have borne, 
And crowns and laurels from their temples torn. 
Nash, Rutledge, Jefferson, in council great, 
And Jay and Laurens opM the rolls of fate. 
The Livingstons, fair freedom's generous baisd, 
The Lees, the Houstons, fathers of the land. 
O'er climes and kingdoms tumM tl^ir ardent eyes. 
Bade all th' oppressM to speedy vengeance rise; 
All pow'rs of state, in their extended^plan. 
Rise from consent, to shield the rights of man'.* 
Bold Wolcott urg'd the all important cause; 
With steady hand the solemn scene he draws: 
Undaunted firmness with his wisdom join'd. 
Nor kings nor worlds could warp his stedfast mind. 
• Now, graceful rising from his purple throne, 
In radiant robes, immortal Hosmer shone; 
Myrtles and bays his learned temples bound. 
The statesman's wreath, the poet's garland crown'd: 
Morals and laws expand his liberal soul. 
Beam from his eyes, and in his accents roll. 
But lo! an unseen hand the curtain drew, . 
And snatch'd the patriot from the hero's view; 
Wrapp'd in the shroud of death, he seesidescend • 
The guide of nations and the muse's friend. 
Columbus dropp'd a tear. The angel's eye 
Trac'd the freed spirit mounting through the sky. 

Adams, enrag'd, a broken charter bore, 
And lawless aets of ministerial power; 
Some injur'd right in each loose leaf appears, 
A king m terrors, and a land in tears; 
From all the guileful plots the veil he drew, 
With eye retortive look'd creation through; - 
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Op'd the wide range of nature's boundless plan, 
Trac'd all the steps of liberty and man; 
Crowds rose to vengeance while his accents rung, 
And independence thunder'd froni his tongue. 



Sp££Ch of Bonaparte, Commander in Chief of 
THE French Army in Italy, to his Brethren 
IN Arms. 

Soldiers^ 

YOU are precipitated like a torrent froni the 
height of uie Apenninesf you have overthrown 
and dispersed all that dared to oppose your march. 
Piedmont, rescued from Austrian tyranny, is left to 
its natural sentiments of regard and friendship to the ^ 
French* Milan is yours; and the republican standard' 
is displayed 'throughout all Lombardy. The dukes of 
Parma and Modena are indebted for their'political 
existence only to your generosity. 

The army, which so proudly menaced you, has had 
no' other barrier than its dissolution, to oppose your 
iBvincible courage. The Po, thfe Tessen, the Adda^ 
could not retard you a single day. The vaunted bul- 
warks of Italy were insufficient. You swept them with 
the same rapidity that you did the Apennines. Those 
successes have carried joy into the bosom of your 
country. Your representatives decreed a festival de- 
dicated to your victories, and to be celebrated through- 
out all the communes of the republic. Now your fa- 
thers, your mothers, your wives, and your sisters, 
will rejoice in your success, and take pride in their 
relation to you. 

Yes, soldiers, you have done much; but more still 
r^nxains for you to do. Shall it be.said of us, that we 
know how to conquer, but not to. profit by our victo- 
ries? Shall posterity feproach us with having found a 
Capua in Lombardy? But already I see you fly to 
arms. You are fatigued with an inactive repose. You 
lament the days thai are lost to your glory! Well, 
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then, let us proceed^ we have other forced marches to 
make; other enemies to subdue; more laurels to ac- 
quire, and more hrjuries to avenge. 

Let those who have unsheathed the daggers of civil 
war in France; who have basely assassinated our mi- 
nisters; who have burnt our ships at Toulon; let them 
tremble! the knell of vengeance has already tolled? 

But to quiet the apprehensions of the people, we 
declare ourselves the friends of all, and particularly 
of those who are the descendents of Brutus, pf Scipio, 
aiyl those other great men whom we have taken for 
our models. 

To reestablish the capitol; to replace the stataes 
of those heroes who have rendered it immortal; to 
rouse the Roman people entranced in so many ages 
of slavery; this shall be the fruit of yo\gt victories. It^ 
will be an epoch for the admiration- of posterity; you 
will enjoy the immortal glory of changing the aspect 
of affairs in the finest part of Europe. The free people 
of France, not regardless of moderation, shall accord 
to Europe a gloriou3 peace; but it will indemnify it- 
self for the sacrifices; of every kind which it has been 
making for six yejirs past. You will again be restored 
to your firesides aud homes; and your fellowcitizeBflE, 

!)ointing you out, shall say, " There goes one who be- 
onged to the army of Italy!" 



Reflections over the Grave of a young Man. 



H 



ERE lies the grief of a fond nu)tber, and the 
. blasted expectation of an indulgent father. The. 
youth, grew up, like a well watered plant; he shot 
deep^ rose high, and bade fair for manhood. But just 
as the cedar began to tower^and promised ere long^ to 
be the pride of the wood, and prince among the neigh- 
bouring trees, behold! the ax is laid unto the roof; 
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the fatal blow struck; and all its branching honors 
tumbled to the dust. And did he fall alone? No: the 
hopes of his father that^ begat him, and ^ pleasing 
prospects of her that bare him, fell^ and were crushed 
together with him. ' , . 

Doubtless it would have pierced one'sheart, to have 
beheld the tender parents following the breathless 
youth to his long home. Perhaps, drowned in tenv^ 
and all overwhelmed with sorrows, they stood, like 
weeping statues, on this very spot. Methinks I see 
the deeply distressed mourners attending the sad so* 
lemnity. How they wring their hands, and pour forth 
floods from their eyes! Is it fancy? or do I really heat 
the j^assionate mother, in an agony of afHiction, taking 
her final leave of the darling of her spul? Duyib she 
remained, while the awful obsequies were performing^ 
dumb with grief, and leaning upon the partner of lier 
,woes» But now the inward anguish struggles for vent; 
it grows too big to be repressed. She advances to 
the brink of the grave. All her soul is in her eyes. 
She fastens one more look upon the dear doleful ob- 
ject, before the pit shuts its mouth upon him. And 
as she looks, she cries; in broken accents, interrupted 
by many a rising sob, she cries, Farewell, my son! my 
son! my only beloved! would to God I had died for 
thee! Farewell, my child! and farewell all earthly hap- 
piness! I shall never more see good in the land of the 
uving. Attempt not to comfort me. I will go mourn- 
ing all my days, till my ^ay hairs come oown with 
sorrow to the grave* 



SCEKE I'ROM THE DrAMA OF ^' I^IOSES lU THE 

ByLRUSHES." 

_ JocHEBED, Miriam. 

yochebeiL\^^J^^^I^ P^y?^ accepted? why 

In anger hear me, when I ask'd a son? 

M2 
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Yc dames of Eg^'ptl happy! happy mothers! 
No tyrant robs you of your foudest hopes; 
You are not dootn'd to see the babes you bore. 
The bab^s yoo nurture, bleed before your eyes! 
You taste the trans|x>rts of maternal love. 
And iiever>kii6vr its anguish! Happy motheni! 
How diffVent is die lot of thy sad daughters, 
O vretuhed Israel! Was it then lor this*-^ 
Was it for this 'the righteous artn of God 
RescuM his chosen pec^le from the jaws 
Of cruel Want, by*pious Joseph^s cmre? 
foseph th' elected instrument of Heav'n, 
Decreed to spve illustrious Abram's race, 
What time the famine rag'd in Canaan's land. 
Israel, who then vms spar'd, must perish now! 
O ifaou mys^erioi^ Pow'r! who hast inyolv'd 
Thy wise decrees in darkness, to perplex 
The pride of human wisdom, to cemfound 
The darmg scriftiny, and prove the ikith 
Of thy presuming creatures! clear this doubt; 
Teach ine to trace this msee of providence; 
Why save the fathers, if the sons invat perish? 

Miriofn. Ah .me, my mother! whence these floods 
of grief? 

yoch. My ion! my son! I catmot speak the rcs%. 
Ye who have sons can only %now my fondnessf 
Ye who have lost them, or who fear to k^. 
Can only know iny pangs! -None else can gvi^ess them. 
A mother's sorrows ctinnot be conceived. 
But by a mother. Wherefore am i one? 

Wir. With many prayers thou didst request this son, 
And Heav'n has granted him. 

^efu O 3ad estate 

Of human wretchedness! so weak is man, 
So ignorant and blind, that did not God 
Sometimes withhold inthdrcywhait we ask, 
We shbuld be mth'd at our own request. 
Too well thou know'st, iny child, 'Ae "stem decree 
Of Egypt's cnid lku%, hai^iheali-teaPhani^; 
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" That every male, of Hebrew mother bom, 
" Must die." O! do I live to tell it thee? 
Must die a bloody death! My child! my soo, 
My youngest bom, my darHng must be skia! 

Mtr. The helpless innocent! and must fae die? 

Joch* No: if a mother's tears, a mother's {n*ayers, 
A mother's {and precautions can prevail. 
He shall not die. I have a thought, my Miriam! 
And sure the God of merdes, who inspir'd. 
Will Uess the secret purpose of my soul, 
To save his precious life. 

Mir. Hop'st thou that Pharaoh-— 

Joch. I have no hope in Pharaoh; much in God; 
.Much in ^e Rock of Ages. 

Mir. Think, O think, 

What perils thou already hast incurred; 
And ^un the greater which may yet remain. 
Three months, three dang'rous months thou hast pre- 
served 
Thy infant's life, and in thy house concealed him! 
Should Pharaoh know! 

Joch. O! let the tyrant know, 
And feel what he inflicts! Yes, hear me, Heav'n! 
Send the right aiming thunderbolts*— *-*But hush, 
My impious murmurs! Is it not thy will. 
Thou infinite in mercy? Thou permitt'st 
This seeming evil for some latent good. 
Yes, I will laud thy grace, and bless thy goodness 
For what I have, and not arraign thy wisdom 
For what I fear to lose. O, I will bless thee, 
That A)aron will: be spar'd! that my first bom 
Lives safe -and undistuib'd! that he was giv'n me 
Before this impious persecution rag'd! 

Mir. And 3^ 'who 'Iaxxws,.biit the fell tyrant^s rage 
May reach ju9«.ptoecsotiS'tifie? 

Jpch. 3 rfcar .for iiiii^ 

For thee, for/alU A^ doting. parent iives 
In many lives; i^ough inaiiy/a&ervealic^feela; 
From dttld to child the , 
Forever wttdfziag) fcx fovtver tfiisfd. 
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Nor does division weaken, nor the force 
Of constant operation e'er icxhaust 
Parental love. AU other passions change. 
With changing eircumstsmces: rise Or faH, 
Livendent on their object; claim returns; 
Depeon recipirocation, and expire 
Unfed by hope* A mother's fondness reigns 
Without a rival, and without an end. 

3£r. But say what HeaVen inspires, to save thy sop? 

yoch. Since the dear fatal mom which gave hun 
birth, 
I hsve revolvM in my distracted mind 
Each mean to save his life: and many a thought. 
Which fondness prompted, prudence has oppos'd 
As perilous and rash. With these poor hands 
I've fram'd a little ark of slender reeds! ^ '- 

With pitch and slime I have secured the sidesv 
In this frail cradle I intend to lay 
My litde helpless infant, an.d expose hiih 
Upon the banks of Nile. 

Mr. 'Tis full of danger. 

jfoch. 'Tis danger to expose, and death to keep him. 

Mir, Yet,/> reflect! should the fierce crocodile. 
The native and the tyrant of the Nile, 
Seiae the defenceless infant! 

yoch. O, forbear! 

Spare iily/ond heart. Yet not the crocodile, 
Nor all the deadly monsters of the deep, 
To me are half so terriblt'^as Pharaoh, 
That heathen king, that royal murdere^-! . 

Mir. Should he escape, which yet I dare not hope, 
Each sea*bom monster; yet the winds and waves 
He cannot 'scape. 

ycch. ^ Know, God is fevery where; 

Not to one narrow^ partial spot confintd; 
No, not to chosen Israel. He extends 
Through all the vast infinitude of space. 
At his command the fiirious tempests rise,' ^ 

The blasting of the breath of his displeasure: 
tells the world of waters when to roar$, 
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Aad at his bidding, winds and seas are calm. 
In Hioi, not in an arm of fle^h I trust j 
In him, whose promise never yet has fail'd, 
I place my confidence. 

Mir, What must I do? 

- Command thy daughter, for thy words have wakM 
An holy boldness in my youtliful breast. 

jfoch. Go then, my Miriam j go, and take the infant, 
Buried in harmless slumbers, there he lies; 
Let me not see him. Spare my heart that pang. 
Yet sure, one little look may be indulged ; * 
One kiss; perhaps the last. No more, my soul! ^ 
That fondness would be fatal. I should keep him. ..>^ 
• I could not doom to death the babe fclasp'd: ^ 

Did ever mother kill her sleeping boy? 
I dare not hazard it. The task be t^Bti 
O! do not wake my child; remove'mm softly; 
And gently lay him on the river's brink. 

JMir. Did those magicians, whom the sons of £g}'pt 
Consult and think all-potent, join their skill, 
And was it great as Egypt's sons believe; 
Yet all their secret wizard ftrts combined, 
To save this little ark of bulrushes, 
Thus fearfully ei^posed^ could not effect it. . 
Their spells, their incantations, and dire charms 
Could not preserve it. 

jfoch. Know, this ark is charm'd 

With spells, which impious Egypt never knew. 
With invocation's to the living God, 
I twisted evQry slender reed together. 
And wit,h a prayer did ev'ry oaer weave. 

J//r.Igq. . 

jfocA. Yet ere thou go'st, observe me well. 
When thou hast laid him in his wat'ry bed, 
Q leave him not; but at a distance wait. 
And mark what Heav'n's high willdetermines for 

hinu 
Lay hinx amoc^g the flags on yonder beach, 
J ust where the royal gardens meet the Nile. 
■ I dare not follow him. Suspicion's eye 
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Would note my wild demAnor; Miriam, yes, 
The mother's fondness would betray the child. 
Farewell! God of my fathers, Oh, protect him! 



SpEEcm OF Caius Cassius to his collected 
Forces, after the Death of Cesar. 

Soldiers andfelhw citizens^ 

THE Utojust reproaches of our enemies we could 
easily disprove, if we were not, by our numbers, 
and by the swords which we hold in our hands, in 
condition to despise them. While Cesar' led the ar- 
mies of the republic against the enemies of Rome, we 
took part in the same service with him; we obeyed 
him; we wdre happy to serve under his command. But 
when he declared war against the commonwealth, we 
became his enemies; and ^hen he became an usurper 
and a tyrant, we resented, as an injury, even the fa- 
vours which he presumed to bestow upon ourselves. 

Had he been to fall a sacrifice to private resentment, 
we should not have been the proper actors in the ex- 
ecution of the sentence against him. He was willing to 
have indulged us with preferments and honors; but, 
we were not willing to accept, as the gift of a master, 
what we were intitled to claim as free citizens. We ' 
conceived, that, in presuming to confer the honors of 
the Roman republic, he encroached on the.preroga-. 
tives of the Roman people, and insulted the authority 
of the Roman senate. Cesar cancelled the laws, and 
overturned the constitution of hisicountry; he usurped 
all the po^ii^ers of the commonwealth, set up a mpnar- 
chy, and himself affected to be a king. This our ances* 
tors,at the expulsion of Tarquin, bound themselves and 
their posten^, by the most solemn oaths, and by the 
most direful imprecations, never to endure. The same 
obligation has been entailed upon as a debt by our 
Skhers; and we have faithfuUy paid and discharge 
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It, have. performed the oath, md averted. the conse- 
quences of failure from ourselves, and from our pos- 
terity. 

In the station of sotdierSvWe might have commit- 
ted ourselves, without reflecf ion, to the command of an 
officer, whose abilities and whose valor we admired; 
but, in the character of Roman citizens, we have a far 
different part to sustain* I must suppose, that I now 
speak to the Roman people, and to citizens of a free 
republic; to men who have never learned to depend 
upon others for gratifications and favours; who are not 
accustomed to own a superior, bu^ who are themselves 
the masters, the dispensers of fortune and of honor, 
and the givers of all those dignities and powers by 
which Cesar himself was exalted, and of which he 
assumed the entire disposal. 

Recollect from whom the Scipios, the Pompeys, 
and even Cesar himself derived his honors; from your' 
ancestors, whom you now represent, and from your- 
selves, to whom, according to the laws of the republic, 
we, who are now your leaders in the field, address our- 
selvc^s as your fellow-citizens in the commonwealth, 
and as persons depending on your pleasure for the 
just reward and retribution of' our services* Happy' 
m being able to restore to you what Cesar had the. 
presumption to appropriate to himself, the power and 
the dignity of your fathers, with the supreme dispo- 
sal of all the offices of trust that were established for 
your safet)', and for the preservation of your freedom; 
" nappy in being able to restore to the tribunes of the 
Roman people the power of protecting you,, and of 
procuring to every Roman citizen that justice, which, 
imder the late usurpation of Cesar, was withheld, 
even from the sacred persons of those inagistrates 
themselv/es. 
^ Aa usurper is the common enemy of all good 
citizens; but th4 task of removing him could be the bu- 
sinessonlyof a few. The senate and the Roman people, 
as soon as it was proper for them to declare their judg-- 
ment,pronounced^their approbation of those who were 
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concerned in the death of Ce&ar, by the rewards and 
the honors which they bestowed upon them; and-they 
are now become a prey to assassins and murderers; 
they bleed \i\ the streets, in the temptes, tn the most 
secret retreat, and in the arms of their families; or they 
are dispersed, and fly wherever they hope to escape 
the fury of their enemies. • 

Many are now present before you, happy in yoiir 
protection, happy, in witnessing the ieal which you en- 
tertained for the commonwealth, for tht rights of your 
fellow citizens, and for your own. These respectable 
citizens, we trust, will soon, by your means, be re- 
stored to a condition in which they can enjoy, together 
with you, all the honors of a free people; concur with 
you, in bestowing, and partake with you in receiving, 
the rewards which are due to such eminent services 
as you are now engaged to perform. 



Part Of Mr. ErskiJje's Speech against Mr. 

Pitt, 1784. 

Mn Speaker^ 

IT becomes us to learn, not from the ministry, but 
from the throne itself, whether thit' country is to 
be governed by men, in whom the House of Commons 
can confide, or whether we, the people of England's 
Representatives, are to be the sport and foothall of any 
junto that may hope to rule over us, by an unseen and 
unexplorable principle of government, utterly unknown 
to the Constitution. This is the great question, to 
which every public-spirited citizen of this country 
should direct his view. A question which goes very' 
wide of the policy to be adopted "concerning Indian 
about which very wise and very honest men, not only 
might, but have, and did materially differ. 

The total removal of all the exetutive servants of 
the crown, while they are in the ftoll enjoyment of the 
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confidence of that Hduse, and, indeed, without any 
' cdier visible or avowed cause of removal, than because 
they do enjoy that confidence; and the appointment 
of others in their room, without any odier apparent 
|;round of selection than because they enjoy it not, is, 
m my mind, a most alarming and portentous attack on 
the public freedom; be<:ause, though no outward form 
of the government is relaxed or violated by it, so as 
instantly to supply the constitutional remedy t}f oppo- 
sition, the whole spirit and energy of the government 
is annihilated by it. 

If the Right Honorable Gentleman retain his oym 
opinions, and if the House likewise retain its own, is 
it not evident that he came into office without the most 
distant prospect of serving the public? Is it not evident 
that he has broyght on a struggle between executive 
and legislative authority, at a time when^ they are 
pointing with equal vigor, unity, and effect, to the 
common interests of the nation? 

The Right Honorable Gentleman may imagine that 
I take pleasure in making these observations. If so, I 
can assure him, upon my honor, that it is far from 
beingthe case. So very far the contrary, that the incon- 
veniences which the country suffers at this moment, 
from the want of a settled government, are greatly 
heightened to my feeling, from the reflection that 
they are increased by his unguided ambition. 

Oar fathers were friends; and I was taught, from 
my infancy, to reverence the name of Pitt; an original 
partiahty, which, instead of being diminished, was 
strongly confirmed by an acquaintance with the Ri^t 
Honorable Gentleman himself, which I wascuUivatinj^ 
with pleasure, when he was taken from his profession, 
into a different scene. Let hitn not think that I am 
the less his friend, pr the mean envier of his talents, 
because they have been too much the topic of pane- 
gyric here already; and both I and the public are now 
t^aping the bitter fruits ot these intemperate praises. 

N 
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^* It is'goodv' said Jeremiah, ^'^for a man tp bear 
the yoke in his youth ;^' and if ^he Right Honorable 
Gentleman had attended to this maxim, he would not, 
at 80 nearly a period, have declared against a subordi- 
nate situation; but would have lent the aid of his fa- 
culties to carry on the affairs of his country, which 
wanted nothing but stability to render them glorious, 
instead of setting up at once for himself to be the 
first. 

How very different has been the progress of my 
honorable friend, who sits- near, me; who was not 
hatched at once into a minister, by the heat of his own 
ambition; but who, as it was good for him to do, in the 
words of the prophet, " bore the yoke in his youth;" 
passed through the subordinate offices, and matured 
his talents, in long and laborious oppositions; arriving, 
by the natural progress of his powerful mind, to a 
superiority of political wisdom and comprehension, 
which this House had long, with delight and satisfac- 
tion, acknowledged.. 

To pluck such a man from the councils of his coun- 
try in the hour of her distresses, while he enjoyed the 
full confidence of the House, to give effect to vigo- 
rous plans for her interest; and to throw, every thing 
into confusion, by the introductipn of other men, in- 
troduced, as it should seem, for no other purpose than 
to beget that confusion, is an evil, which, if we can- 
not rectify, we may at least have leave to lament. 

These evils are, however, imputed, by the Right 
Honorable Oentlemsrn and his cpHeagues, to another 
source; to the bill for the regulation of the East In- 
dies; from the mischiefs of which they had stepped 
forth to save the country; a language most indecent 
in this House of CotKvaoons, which thought it their 
Aity to the public to pass it by a majority qf Jibpyp 
one hundred; but which was, howeyer, to b^ taken to 
be '^destructive and dangerous^ notwithstanding that 
authority: because it had been disapproved ;by a pia- 
jority of eighteen votes in the House of Lords. Some 
q{ whose opinions I reverence as coi^cij^ntipus smd 
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independent; but the nisrjority of that email majority 
voted upon principles which the forms of the House 
will not permit rne to allude to, farther than to say, 
that individual Noblemen are not alwa} s Gentlemen. 



Extract from P.resipjunt Washington's Ad- 
dress TO the People or the United States, 
Sept. ir, 1796. 

Friends and Fellow Citizens^ 

THE period for a new election of a citizen to ad- 
minister the executive government of the United 
States, being not far distant; and the time actually ar- 
rived, when your thouglits must be employed in de- 
signating, the person, who is to be clothed with that 
important trust, it appears to me proper, especially as 
it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the 
public voice, that I should now apprise you of the 
resolution I have formed, to decline being considered 
amon^ the number of those, out of whom* a choice 
is to be made. 

I beg you, ^t the same time, to do me the justice 
to be assured, that this resolution has not been taken, 
without a strict regard to all the considerations apper- 
taining to the relation, which binds a dutiful citizen 
to his country; and that, in withdrawing the tender 
pf service, which silence in my situation might imply, 
I ani influenced by no diminution of zeal for your 
future interest; no deficiency of grgiteful respect for 
your past kindness; but am* supported by a full con- 
viction that the. step is compatible with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in the 
office to which your suffrages have twice called me, 
have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opi- 
nion of duty, and to a deference for what appeared to 
be your desire. I constantly hoped, that it would have 
been much earlier in my power, consistently with mo- 
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lives, which L was not at Ubeity to dUregardt to retmn 
to that retirement from which I had been reluctantly 
cbawn. The strength of my inclmation to do this> 
previous to the last election^ had even led to die pre-« 
paration of an address to declare it to you; but mature 
rtflc^ctioQ on the then perplexed'and critical posture of 
our affairs with foreign nations^ and the unanimous 
advice of perso/is intided to *my confidence, impelled 
me to abandon the idea. 

I rejoice, that the state of your concerns, external 
as well as internal, no longer renders the- pursuit of 
inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty, 
or propriety; and am persuaded, whatever partiality 
may be retained for my services, that in the present 
circumstances of our country, you will not disapprove 
my determination to retire. 

The impressions, with which I first undertook the 
arduous trust, were explained on the {>roper occasion. 
In the discharge of this trust, I will oply say, thsit I 
have with good intentions contributed towards the or«>< 
gani nation and administration of the govemmeikt, the 
best exertions of which a very fallible judgment was 
capable. Not unconscious, in the outset, of the infe* 
riority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes^ 
perhaps still more in the eyes of others, has strength* 
ened the motives to diffidence of myself: and everyday^ 
the increasing weight of years admonishes me more 
aad more, that the shade of retirement is as neoi^ssary 
to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if anyi:ir«' 
cumstances have given peculiar value to my services, 
they were temptxrary, I have theconsolat^n to believe, 
that while choice and prudence invite me to quit the 
political scene, patriotism does not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment which is intend- 
ed to terminate the career of my public life, my feel- 
ings do not permit me^to suspend the deep acknow~- 
ledgment of that debt of grati^de which I owe to my 
beloved count^^, for the many honors it has conferred 
upon m? ; still more for the stedfast confidence with 
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which it hsLH aupported me; and for the opportunitiea 
I have thence enjoyed of ;maiiife8ting my inviolable 
attachment, by siervices faithful and persevering, 
though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits 
have resulted to our country ff-om these services, let 
it always be remembered to your praise, as an instruc- 
liire example in our annals, that under circumstances 
in which the passions, agitated in eVery directioti^ 
were liaUe to mislead; amidst appearances sometimes 
dublou^i vicissiQides of fortune oft^n discouraging; in 
aituatkms in which, not unfrequently, want of success 
bats countenanced the spirit of criticism; the constancy 
of your support was the essential prop of the efforts, 
and a guarantee of the plans by which they were ef- 
fected. 

Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall 
carry it with me to my grave, as a strong incitement 
to unceasing vows that Heaven mny continue to you 
the choiceet tokens of its beneficence; that your union 
and brotherly aflection may be perpetual; that the free 
constitution, which is the work of your baDds^m^y he; 
sacredly- maintained; that its administration in every 
department may be stamped with wisdom and v.irtue^ 
that, in fine^ the happiness of the people of these 
States, under the auspices ^f liberty, may be made 
complete, by so careful a preservation and sq. prudent 
a use of this blessing) as will acquire to them thc^ glory 
of repommending it to the applause, the aiftction, and 
adoption oi every nation, which is yet a stranger to it* 
. Though in reviewing the incidents of my adminis* 
tration, I am unconscious of inttntional error; I am 
nevertheless too sensible pf my defects not to ihink it 
.probable that I may. have committed many errors* 
Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Al- 
mighty to avert or mitigate ihe evils tp. which they 
tend. I. shall ako carry with jnn .the hope that my 
country will nei^er cease to view- them withindulgence^ 
9fid ai^ter forty-five years of my life d^dicate.d to jits 
tervke, yitb.4ui upright ^^,x\^ fainits.of mRfiWS^ 

N 2 



150 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR/ 

tent abilities will be consigned to obHvion, as myself 
must soon be to the mansions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things; 
and actuated by that fervent love towards it> which is 
so natural to a man who views in it the native soil g( 
himself and his progenitors for several generations, I 
anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat, in 
^hich I promise myseli to realize, without alloy, the 
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fel* 
low citizens, the benign influence of good laws under 
a fre^ government; the ever favorite object of my 
heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutuia 
cares labors, and dangers. 



DlAlOGUE OK THE CHOICE OF BUSINESS FOK LlTE. 

; JSnier Edward, Charley, and Thomas. 

p, , TT appeani to me high time for us to 
iuawar . j^ choose our business for life. Our aca- 
demical studies wiU soon be completed; and I wish 
to look a little forward. What say you? am I right? 
. Charley*. It may be well for mu: poor men's sons 
must look out for themselves. My father is able to 
support me at my ease; and my mamma ^13^ she 
would rather see me laid in a coffin than shut up in 
a study, spsftling my eyes and racking my brains, 
plodding oy«r your nonsensical minister, doctor, and 
lawyer books; and I am sure she would never have 
ine confined behind a counter, or ii merchant's desk. 
She intends I shall be brought up a gentleman. My 
mother is, of noble blood, and she don't intend that I 
shall disgrace it. 

Edw. Pray, master Charley, who was the father of 
your noble-blooded mother? 

Char. A gendemdn, I'd have you to know. 

Edu\ Yes, a gentleman cobler, to my knowledge. 

Char. Afy he followed that business, to be sure(^ 
aomet^pttS| to «u^ the clamor pf .the vulgar* Then 
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poor people could not bear to see a rich man living at 
his ease, or g^ve a nobleman his title. But times are 
altering for the better, my mamma says: the rich 
beg^n to govern now. We shall soon Hvein style, smd 
wear titles here as well as in England. She intends 
to send over and get my coat of arms, and she hopes' 
to add a tide to them. 

Edw. High style! titles! and coats of arms! fine 
things in America, to be sure! Well, after tSX^ I can't 
really disapprove of your mamma's plan* A lapstone, 
an awl, ana shoe-hammer will make a fine picture, 
and may appear as well in your mother's parlour, as 
in her father's shop: and the title of cobler, or shoe« 
maker, would well become her darling Charley. 

Char* I will not be insulted on account of my grand- 
father's employment, I'll have you to know! I have 
heard my mother say, her father was grandson of an 
aunt of 'squire Thorn, who once had a horse that 
run a race with the famous horse of a cousin of the 
Duke of Bedford, of-—. 

' Edw. Quite enough! I am fully convinced of the 
justice of your claim to the title of Duke, or whatever 
you please. About as much merit in it, I perceive, as 
in your father's title to his estate. Ten thousand 'dol- 
lars drawn in a lottery! already two thirds spent. A 
title to nobility derived from the grandson of an aunt 
of 'squire Thorn, from 'squire Thorn's horse, or per- 
haps from some monkey, that^has been a favorite 
playmate with "^e prince of Wales. These are to be 
the support of your ease and honor through life. Well, 
I believe there is no need of your troubling yourself 
about your future employment: that is already deter- 
mined. Depend upon it, you will repent of your folly, 
or scratch a poor man's head as long as you live. I ad- 
vise you to set about the former, in order to avoid the 
latter. 

Char* I did not come to you for advice. I'll not bear 
yourinsu\ts,or disgrace myself with your company any 
longer. My parents shall teach you better manners* 

\ExH Charley* 
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Th^mas^ I pity the> vanity and i^aknes's of ttik 
poor lad^ But reflection and osperience will teach Mhi 
the fallacy, of his hopes^ 

. Ediv^ Poor child! he does not know that his lol*^ 
Uxy 0ioney is almost gon^; that his father's hou^ b ^ 
mortgaged for more than it is worth; and that the 
only care of his parents is to keep up the appearance 
of prefsent grandeur, at the expense of fotune sbatkie. 
Happy fi^T us^ that we are not deluded^with auchde*;^ 
ceitful hopes* 

. Tha. My parents were paQr;t>ot proud. They ex- 
perienced the want of learning; but were resolved their 
children should share the benefit of a good educati<m* 
I am. the fourth son^ who owe the debt of filial gra« 
titude. All but mysdf are well settled in business, 
and doing honor to themselves and thetir parents* If I ^ 
&U short of theipexample, I shall be most ungr^eful* 
; ; Edm*, I have neither father nor mother to excite my 
gratitudcy or stsmubite my exertions. But I wish to 
behave in such a manner, that \i4Xky parents could look 
down and observe my actions, they might approye my 
eonduct. Of my fjftuiily neither root nor branch re* 
maij^s: all have paid the <lebt of nature* They left a 
name for honesty; and I esteem that Klgher than a pre- . 
tended title to greatness. They have left me ,a sn%att 
farm, which, though not enough for my support, will, 
with my own industry, be sufficient. For employment^ 
to pass away the winter season, I have determined 
upon; keeping a school for my neighbours' children* v 
no. I heartily approve of your determVnalioB* Our 
mother Earth rewards^ with peace and plenty, those 
who cultivate her face; b^st loads with anxious cares, 
^hose. who dig her bowels for treasure* The life you 
contemplate is favorable to the enjoyment of social, 
happiness, improvem^ of the miiul, and security of 
virtue; and the task of training the tender mind is aa 
employment, that ought to meet the encouragement, 
tile gratimde of every parent, and the respect-of eveiy 
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Edw. I am pleased that you approve my choice* 
Will you frankly tell me your own? 

Tho* I will: my intention is to follow the inclina- 
tion of my kind parents. It ia their desire that I should 
be a preacher* Their other sons have taken to other 
callings; and they wish to see one of their children in 
the desk* If their prayers are answered, I s^all be' 
fitted for the impcntant task. To my youth, it appears 
formidable; but others, with less advantages, have 
succeeded, and been blessings to society, and an honor 
to their professicm* 

Edxv. You have chosen- the better part. Whatever 
the l^entious may say«{b the contrary, the happiness 
of society must rest on the principles of virtue and 
religion; and the pulpit must be the nursery, where 
they are cultivated* « 

Thoy *' .- i MM ,, The ptfllpit; 
And I name it, filPd with solemn awe^ 
Must stand acksowIedgM, while the woiid shall standi 
The most important and effectual gtutt<d, 
Support and ornament of virtue's cause* 
There. stands the messenger of truth* There standsi 
The legate of the skies: his theme divine^ 
His office sacred, his credentials dear* 
By him the violated law speaks out 
Its thti6der9, and by him, in strains as sweet "* 
As an^ls use, the gospel iHuspers peace." 

My heart glows with the subject; and if my abilities 
could equal my z%al, I could at jeast hope to realize^ 
the sublime character so beautifully drawi^by Cowper/ 

Edxv. It is a laudable ambkion to aim at eminence 
in religion, and ^excellence in virtttc» 

V 
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Speech or Bowaparte, Cokmander in Chief of 
THE French Army in ItaI/Y, before his^ At- 
tack ON MXI.AN, Afril 26, 1796. 

■ * > 

YOU ha%'e ia a fortnight gained six victories; takea 
twenty-one stands of colors; seventy-one pieces 
of cannon; several strong places; conquered the richest 
part of Piedmont; you have made fifteen thousand 
prisoners, and killed or wounded more than ten thou- 
sand men. You have hitherto fought only for sterile 
rocks, rendered illustrious by your courage, but use- 
leags to the country; you have equalled by your services 
the victorious army of Holland and the Rhine. De- 
prived of every thing, you have supplied every thing* 
You have w6n battles without caimoi;!; made forced 
marches witI\out shoes; watcHed without brandy» and 
often without bread. The republican phalanxes, the 
soldiers of libeTty, were alone capable of suffering what 
you have suffered* 

Thanks be to you, soldiers. The gratefid country 
will, in part, be indebted to you for her. prosperity; 
and if, when victoriouSs4it Toulon, you predicted the 
immortalcampaign of 1 794, your present victories will 
be the presages of more brilliant victories. The two 
armies which attacked you with audacity ,'fly disheart- 
eped before you. Men, who smiled at your misery, 
and rejoiced in thought at the idea of the triumphs 
of your enemies, 9re confounded and appalled. But it • 
must not, soldiers, *be concealed from you, that you 
have done nothings since something remains yet to be 
done. Neither Turin nor Milan are in your power. 
The ashes of the conquerors of the Tarquins are still 
disgraced by the assassins of Basseville. At the com- 
mencement of the campaign you were destitute of 
every thing; now you are amply provided; the maga- 
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zines taken from your enemies are numerous; the 
artillery for the field and for besieging is arrived* 

Soldiers, the country has a right to expect great 
things from your justify her expectations. The great- 
est obstacles are undoubtedly overcome; but you have 
still battles to fight, cities to take, rivers io pass. Is 
there oncamong you whose courage Is diminished? Js 
there one who would prefer returning to the summits 
of the Alps and the Apennines? No: all bum with 
the desire of extending the glory of the French; to 
humble the proud kings who dare to meditate putting 
us again in chains; to dictate a peace that shall be 
glorious, and that shall indemnify the country fof the 
immense sacrifices which she has made. AH of you 
bum with a desire to say on your return to your home, 
I belonged to the victorious army of Italy. 

Friends, I promise this conquest to you; but there 
is one condition which you must swear to fulfil; it is 
to respect the people whom you deliver; to repress 
the horrible pillage which some wretches, instigated 
by our enemies, have practised^ Unless you, do this, 
you will no longer be the friends, but the scourges of 
the human race; you will no longer form the honor 
of the French people. They will disavow you. Your 
viaories, your successes, the blood of your brethren 
who died in battle; all, even honer and glory, will be 
lost. With respect to myself^ to the generals, who pos- 
sess your confidence, we shall Uush to command an 
artny without discipline, and who admit no other law 
than that of force. 

People of Italy, the French army cornea to break 

your chains; the French people are the Friends of all 

' people; icome with confidence to them; your property, 

. religion, and custoo^s, shall be respected. We make 

war as geoerous enemies; and wish only to make war 

again^ the tyrants who oppress yovi* 



^. 
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Mr. Pitt's Speech, Nov. 18, 17}"/, in Opfosi* 
TiON TO Lord Sur fqlk, who PROPesED to P ar- 

. jliament to employ the indians against the 
Americans; and who said, in the Course of 
THE Debate, that " they had a Right to 

USE ALL THE MeANS, THAT QoD AND NaTURE 

HAD PUT into Their Hands^ to conc^jer Ame- 
rica." 

My Lords^ 

I AM astonished to hear such principles confcssedf 
I am shocked to hear them avowed in this Hous€^ 
or in this country! Principles, equally unconstitutional^ 
inhum«3 j and unchristian! ^ 

Mv lords, I did not intend to have encroached 
again on j^our attention; but I cannot repress my in- 
dignation, I feel myself impelled by every duty. My 
lords we are called upon as members of this House, 
as men, as christian men, to protest against such no* 
ttons standing near the throne, polluting 4he ear of 
Majesty. ♦* That God and nature put into our hands?'* 
I know iipt what ideas that lard itiay entertain of God 
and nature; but I know that such abominable princi- 
ples are equaHy abhorrent to religion and humanity. 

What! to attribute the sacred sanction, of God and 
nature to the massacres of the Indian scalping knife! 
to the cannibal savage, torturing, murdering, roasting, 
and eating; literally, my lords, ectfrag' the mangled 
Victims of his barbarous battles! Such horrible notions 
shock every precept of religion, divine or natural, and 
every generous feeling of humanity. And, my lords, 
ihcy shock every sentiment of honor; they shock nae 
\as a lover of honorable war, and a detester of muir* 
derous barbaMty. 

These abominable principles, and this more abomii- 
nable avowal of them, demand the most decisive indig« 
nation. I call Upon that Right Reverend bench, those 
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holy ministers of th« gospel, and pious pastors of ouv 
Church: I conjure them tO join in the holy work, and 
vindicate the religion of their God. I appeal to the 
wisdom and the law of this learned bench^ to defend 
and support the justice of their country. I call upon 
the bishops to interposethe unsullied sanctity of their 
lawn; upon the learned judges, to interpose the piirity 
of their ermine^ to save us from this pollution. I call 
upon the honor of your lordships, to reverence the 
dignity of your ancestors, and to maintain your own. 
I call upon the spirit and humanity of my country, 
to vindicate the national character. I invoke the g<^« 
nius of the constitution. 

Frpm the tapestry that adorns these walls, the im« 
mortal ancestor of this noble lord frowns with indig- 
nation at the disgrace of his country. In vain he led 
your victorious fleets against the boasted armada of 
Spain; in vain he defended and established the honor, 
the liberties, the religion, the protestant religion of this 
country, against the arbitrary cruelties of poperj' and 
the- inquisition, if these more than popish cruelties and 
inquisitorial practices are let loose among us; to turn 
forth into our settlements, aidong our ancient connex- 
ions, friends, and relations, the merciless cannibal, 
thirsting for the blood of man, woman and child! tft 
iend forth the infidel savage — against whom? ajgainst 
your protestant brethren; to lay waste their country; 
to desolate theirdwellings,and extirpate theirrace and 
name, with these horrible hell-hounds of savage war! 

Spain armed herself with blood-hounds, to extir- 
pate the wretched natives of America; and we improve 
on the inhuman example even of Spanish cruelly. We 
turn loose these savage hell-hounds against our bre-* 
thren and countrymen in America, of the same lan- 
guage, laws, liberties, and religion; endeared to us by 
every tie that should sanctify humaility. 

My lords, this awful subject, so important to our 
honor, our constitution, and our religion, demands the 
most solemn and effectual inquiry. And I again call 

O 
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upon your lordships, and the united powers of th^ 
state, to examine it thoroughly, and decisively, and to 
fitamp upon it an indelible stigma of the public abljior- 
rence. And I again implore thos^ holy prelates of 
our religion, to do away these iniquities from among 
us. Let them perform a lustration; let them purify 
this House, and this country from this sin* 

My lords, I am old andiweak, and at present una- 
ble to say more; but my feelings and indignation were 
too strong to have said less. I could notliave slept 
this night in my bed, nor reposed my head on my 
pillow, without giving this vejit to my eternal abhor- 
rence of such preposterous and enormous principles. 

• = ) • '. 

Dialogue between a Schoolmaster, And 
School-Committee. 

[N. B. The Author 18 happy in believing', that the following 
Dialo^e is applicable to b\it Jexv towns and fexv teachei#^n 
this country; but, so long as thei*e are any remaining to whom it 
may apply, he thinks a sufficieni apology exists for its publi- 
cation ] '. 

t 

SCENE, a Public House in the Town o f 



Enter Schoolmaster, with a pack on his back. * 

or? * TT OW fare you, landlord? what have 
Schoolmaster. t-| ^ J^ S a ^ j --i > 

JL X you got that s good to drmk? 

Landlord. I have gin, West-India, genuine New- 
England, whiskey, and cider brandy. 

Schoolm. Make us a stiff mug of sling. Put in a 
gill and a half of your New-England; and sweeten 
% well with lasses. 

Land* It shall be .done, Sir, to your liking. 

Schoolm. Do you know of any vacancy in a school 
i« your part of the country, landlord? 

Land. TJhere is a vacancy in our district; and I ex- 
pect the parson, with our three school-committee-men, 
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will be at my house directly, to consult upo« matters 
relative to the school. 

Schoolm. Well, here^s the lad that will serve them 
as cheap as any man in America; and I believe I may 
venture to say as well too; for I profess no small share 
of skill in that business- I have kept school eleven 
winters, and have often had matter of fifty scholars at 
a time* I have teach'd a child its letters in a day, and 
to read itk the Psalter in a fortnight: and I always feel 
very much ashamed, if I use more thah one quire of 
paper in lam in a boy to write as well as his master. 
As for government, I'll turn my back to no man* I 
never flog my scholars; for that monstrous doctrine of 
whippin children, which has been so long preached 
and practised by our ri gid and superstitious forefathers, 
r have long since exploded. I have a rare knack of 
pattering' them into their dijty. And this, according 
to a celebrated Doctor at Philadelphia, whose works 
I have heard of, though I never read them, is the 
g^and criterion of school government. It is, landlord, 
it is the very philosopher^ stone. I am told, likewise, 
that this same great Doctor does not believe that So- 
lomon and others really meant licken^ in the proper 
sense of the word, when they talked so much about 
using the rod, &c. He supposes they meant confining 
them in dungeons; starving them for three or four days 
at a time; and then giving them a portion of tatro- 
mattucks, and such kinds of mild punishment. And, 
zounds, landlord, I believe he's about half right. 

l.and. [Gwing the cup to the master*'\ Maste r 
What may I call your name. Sir, if I may be so bold^ 

Schoolm. Ignoramus, at your service. Sir. 

Land* Master Ignoramus, I am glad to see you. 
You are the very man we' wish for. Our committee 
won't hesitate a moment to employ you, when they 
become acquainted with yourtalents. Your sentiments 
on government I know will suit our peopile to a 
picety. Our last master was a tyrant of a fellow, a'nd 
very extravagant in his price. He grew so important 
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the latter part of his time, that he had the frontery to 
denianif f^n dollars a month and his board. And he 
might truly be said to rule with a rod of iron; for he 
kept an ironwood cudgel in his school, four feet long; 
and it;v^as enough to chill one's blood to hear the 
shrieks of the little innocents, which were caused by 
bis barbarity. I have heard my wife say, that Sue 
Gossip told her, that she had seen the marks of his 
lashes on the back of her neighbour Rymple's son 
Darling for twelve hoursafter the drubbing. At least, 
the'boy told her with his own mouth, that they mig-i^^ 
be seen, if they would only take the trouble to strip 
his shirt oiF. And, besides, Master Ignoramus,he was 
the most niggardly of all the human race. I don't sup- 
pose that my bar room was one dollar the richer fer 
him, in ]lbe cpurse of the whole time which he tarried 
with us. Wmle the young people of the town were 
recreating themselves, and taking a sociable glass, of 
an evening, at my house, the stupid blockhead was 
ctarnally in his chamber, poring over his musty booksw 
JBut finally he did the jobiiqr himself, and I am re- 
joiced. Tile wretch had the daclty to box little Sam- 
my Puney's ears at such an intolerable rate, that his 
parents fear the ppor child will be an idiot all the days 
of his life. And all this, (or nothing more, than, parUy 
by deaign, and partly through mere accident, he hap*- 
pened to spit in his master's face. The child being 
,nephew to the 'squire, you may well suppose, that 
the whole neighbourhood was sooq in an uproar* Th|^ 
indignation of the mother, father, aunts, uncles, cou<% 
sins, and indeed the whole circle of acquaintance, was 
roused; and the poor follow was hooted ouj; of town 
in less than twenty-four hours. 

Sckeolm. [Drinking off' his liquor*'] This is a rare 
dose. Believe me, landlord, I have not tasted a drop 
.before, since six o'clock this morning. [E'Ater Parson 
ahd Committee Men*] Your humble sarvant, gendc- 
vtktn. I understand you are in want ef aschoolinasj^r. 
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Person .Tes, Sir; that is the occasion of our present 
meeting* We have been so unfortunate as to lose one 
good man; and we should be very glad to find another. 

1st Committee Man* Pray don't say unfortunate^ 
Parson. I think yre may consider ourselves as very 
fortunate^ in having rid the town of an extravagant 
coxcomb, who was draining us of all the money we 
could earn, to fiU his purse, and rig himself out with 
fine clothes. 

2d Com* Ten dollars a month, and board, for a man 
whose task is so easy, is oo small sum. 

^d Com, I am bold tq affirm, that we can procure 
t better man for half fhe^monej''. ^ 

Schoolm. That I believe; friend; for, though I es* 
teem myself as good as the best; that is to say, in the 
common way; yet I never axM but five dollars a 
month in all mv life. 

Par* For my own part, whatever these gentlemen's 
opinion may be, I must tell you, th^t I am much less 
concerned about the wages we are to give, than I am 
about the character and aiollities of the man wi;h whom 
we intrust the education of our children. I had much 
rather yoii had said you had received forty dollars a 
month, than five. 

1*^ Com* Dear Sir, you are beside yourself. You 
will encourage the man to rise in his price; whereas I 
was in hopes he would have fallen^ at least one dollar. 

Par. Before we talk any further about the price, it 
is necessary that we examine the gentltfman accordiitg 
to law, in order to satisfy ourselves of his capability 
to serve usi Friend, will you be so obliging as to inform 
us where you received your education, and what your 
pretensions are, with respect to your profession? 

Schooim. Law, Sir! I never went to college in my 
life. 

Par* I did not ask you whether you had been tto 
college or not. We wish to know what education you 
have had; and whether your abilities are such^^is that 

02 
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you tan do yourself honor in taking theVharge of a 
common English School. 

Schoolm. Gentlemen, I will give yon a short history 
of my life. From seven to fifteen years of age, I 
^waat to school perhaps as much as one year. In which 
time, I went through Dilworth's Spelling-Book, the* 
Psalter, the" New-Testament; and could read the 
newspaper without spelling more than half the words. 
By this time feeling a little above the common level, 
I enlisted a soldier in the army, where I continued 
«ix years J ancl made such a proficiency in the mi- 
litary art, that I was frequently talked of for a corpo- 
ral. I had likewise lam'd to write considerably, and 
tot:ypher as fur as Division. The multiplication table 
I had at my tongue's end, and have not forgot if to 
this day. At length having received a severe flogging 
for nothing at all, I am not ashamed to own that I 
deserted, and went into one of ihe back settlements, 
and offered myself as a teacher. I was immediately 
employed in that service; and, though I am obliged 
to say it myself, I do assure you I soon became very 
famous. Since that time,' which is eleven years, I have 
followed the business constantly; at least, Qvery winter; 
for in the summer, it is not customary in the towns in 
general, to continue a man's school. One thing I 
wovild not forget to mention; and that is, I have tra* 
veiled about the country so much, and been in the 
army so long (which is allowed to be the best school 
in the world^ that I ronsider myself as being tho- 
roughly acquainted with mankind. You wi]l not be 
insensible, gentlemen, of what gr«at importance this 
last acquisition is, to one who has the care of youth. 

Zd Corru I admire his conversation* I imagine, by 
this time, you have cyphered clear through; have you 
not. Sir? 

Schoolm. Why,, as to that I have gone so fur, that 
I thought I could see through. I can tell how many 
minutes old my great grandfather was v^h^n his first 
son was horn; how many barley corns it would take 
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, to measure round the world; and how old the world • 
will be at the end of six thousand years from the 
creation.' "* T 

IstCom. It is veiiy strange! You must have studied 
hard, to learn all theso thiRgs, :iu.d that withoat a 
master too. 

Schoohn* Indeed I have^ Sir; and, if I had'time, I 
. could teil you things stranger still. 

Par. Can you tell in what part of the world you 
were bom; whether in the torrid, frigid, or tempe* 
rate zone? 

Schoolm. \ was not born in the vcoon^ Sir; nor in zxvy^ 
other of the West-India Islands; but I was born in 
New-England^ in the state of New-Jersey, and Com- 
monwealth of the United States of America. 

Par. Do you know how many parts of speech there 
are in the English language? 

Schoolm. How many speeches! Why as many as 
there are " stars in the sky, leaves on the trees, or 
sands on the sea shore." * 

Xst Com. Please to let me ask him a question, Par- 
son. How many commandments are there? 

Schoolm. Ten, Sir; and I knew them all before I 
went into the array. 

2d Com. Can you tell when the moon changes by 
the almanac? 

Schoolm. No! but I'll warrant you, I could soon tell 
- by cyphering. ^ 

^d Com. How many varses are there in the 119th . 
Psalm ?^ 

Schoolm. Ah! excuse me there, if you please, Sir;^ 
• I never meddle with psalmody or metaphysics. 

Par. Will you tell me, my friend, what is the dif- 
ference between the circumference and the diameter 
of the globe? 

Schoolm. There you are too hard for me again. I 
nc^er larnM the rule of circunistance nor geometry. * 
V\\ tell you what, gentlemen, I make no pretensions 
\ te minister larntn, lawyer lannin, or docter larnin; but 
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putmeupoh your clear schoolmaster larmn^and there 
I am even with you* 

1^^ Com. I am satisfied with the gentleman. He has 
missed but one question, and thst was such a meta- 
tisical one, that it would have puzzled a Jesuit him*> 
self to have answered it« Gentlemen, shall the master 
withdraw a few minutes, for our further consultation? 

\Extt Master'. 

2d Com* I am n^uch pleased with the stranger. He 
appears to be a man of wonderful parts; and I shall 
cheerfully agree to employ him. x 

^d Com. For my part, I don't think we shall find a 
cheaper master; and I move for engaging him at 
once. • ^ 

Par. Gentlemen, how long will you be blind to your 
own interest? I can say with you, that I am perfectly 
satisfied-— that the man is, in his profession, emphatic 
cally what he calls himself by name, an ignoramus; 
and totally incapable of instructing our ehildren* You 
know not who he is, or what he is; whether he be a 
thief, a liar, or a drunkard. I'he very terms, on v^ich 
he offers himself, ought to operate as a sufi\cient ob.> 
jection against him. I am^sensible that my vote wilt 
now be of no avail, since you are all agreed. I have 
been for years striving to procure a man of abilities 
and morals, suitable for the employment; and such a 
one 1 had obtained; but, alas! we were un«;^ofthy of 
him. We aspersed his character; invented a multitude 
of falsehoods; magnified every trifling error in his 
conduct; and even converted his virtues into vices. 
We refused to give him that pecuniary reward which ' 
his services demanded ; and he, kno winghis own worth, 
and our unworthiness, has left us forever. 

\st Com. Come, come. Parson, it is easy for salary 
men to talk of liberality^ and to vote away money 
which they never earned; but it won't do. The new 
master, I dare engage, will do as well, or better than 
the old one. Landlord, call him in for his answer. 

Par. I protest against your proceedihg; and with- 
draw myself forever from the committee. But I must 
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tell yxHi, your children will reap the bitter conseqoen* 
ces of such injudicious measures. It has ^waysbeen 
surprising to me that people in general are more wil- 
ling to pay their money for any thing else, than for- 
*' the one thing needful," that is, for the education of 
their children. Their taylor must be a workman, theit 
carpenter, a workman, their hairdresser, a workman, 
their hostler, a workman; but the instructer of their 
children must work cheap! [Exit Parson. 

Re-enter Schoolmaster. 

1st Com. We have agreed to employ you, Sir; and 
have only to recommend to you, not to follow the 
steps of your predecessor. This is an "age of reason;** 
and we do not imagine our children so stupid, as t« 
need the rod to quicken their ideas, of so vitious, as 
to require a moral lesson from the ferule. Be gentle 
and accommodating, and you have nothing to fear. 

Land. I'll answer for him. He's as generous and 
merry a lad as I've had in my house this many a day. 



Extract from Mr. Pitt's SpEEgn, ik Answer 
TO Lord Mansfield, on the Affair of Mr. 
Wilkes, 1770. 

My Lordsy 

THERE is one plain maxim to which I have inva- 
riably adhered through life; that in every ques- " 
tion in which my liberty or my property was con- 
cerned, I should consult and be determined by the 
dictates of common sense. I confess, my lords, that I 
am apt to distrust the refinements of learning, because 
I have Seeti the ablest and most learned men equally 
liable to deceive themselves, and to mislead others. 

The condition -of human nature would be lamenta- 
ble indeed, if nothing less than the greaFest learning 
and talents which fall to the share of so small a ifum- 
ber of men, were sufficient to direct our judgment anql 
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our^conduct. But Providence has taken better care 
of our happiness, and given us, in the simplicity of 
common sense, a rule for our direction, by which we 
shall never be misled. 

I confess, my lords, I had no other guide in draw^ 
ing up the amendment, which I sUbgnitted to your 
consideration. And before I /heard the opinion of the 
noble lord who spoke last, I did not conceive, that it 
was even within the limits of possibility for the great- 
est human genius, the most subtle understanding, or 
the acutest wit, so strangely t6 misrepresent my mean- 
ing; and to give it an interpretation so entirely foreign 
fi-om what I intended to express, and from that sense, 
which the very terms of the amendment plainly and 
distinctly carry with them. ' , 

If there be the smallest foundation for the censure 
thrown upon me by that noble lordj if, either express- 
ly or by the most distant implication, I have said or 
insinuated any part of what the noble lofd has charged 
me with, discard my opinions forever; discard^ the 
motion with contempt. 

My lords,.! must beg the indulgence of the House. 
Neither will my health permit ,me, nor do I* intend 
to be qualified, to follow that learned lord minu^ply 
through the whole of his argument. No man is better 
acquainted with his abilities and learning, nor has a 
greater respect for them, than I have. I have had the 
pleasure of sitting with him in the other House; and 
always listened to him with attention. I have not now 
test a word of what he siaid, nor did I ever. Upon 
the present question, I meet him without fear. 

The evidence, which truth carries with it, issupe-^ 
rior to all arguments; it neither wants the support, 
nor dreads the opposition of the greatest abilities. If 
thete be a single word in the amendment to justify the 
interpretatioh, which the noble lord has been pleased * 
to give it, I am ready to renounce the whole. Let it 
'be read, my lords; let it speak for itself. In what 
instance does it interfere with the privileges of the 
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House of Commons? In what respect does it question 
their jurisdiction, or suppose an authority in this 
House to arraign the justice of their sentence? 

I am sure that every lord who hears me, will bear ' 
me witness that I said not one word touching the 
merits of the Middlesex election. Far from conveying 
any opinion upon that matter in the amendment, I 
did not evf«n in discours'fe, deliver my own sentiments 
upon it. I did not say that the House of Commons 
had done either right or wrong; but when his Ma* 
jesty was pleased to recommend it to us to cultivate 
unanimity amongst ourselves, I thought it the duty of 
this House, as the great hereditary council of the 
crown, to state to his majesty the distracted condition 
of his dominions, together with the events which had 
destroyed unanimity among his subjects. 

But, my lords, I stated those events merely as facts^ 
without the smallest addition either of censure or of 
opinion. They are facts, my lords, which I am not 
only convinced are true, but which I know are indis- 
putably true. 

Do they not tell us, in so many words, that Mr. 
Wilkes, having been expelled, was thereby rendered 
incapable of serving in that Parliament? and is it not 
their resolution alone, which refuses to the subjecthis 
common right? The amendment says farther, that 
the electors of Middlesex are deprived of thei^ free 
choice of a representative. Is this a fact, my lords? 
or have I given an unfair representation of it? WiH 
any man presume to affirm that Colonel Luttrell is 
the free choice of the electors of Middlesex? We all 
know the contrary. 

We all know that Mr. Wilkes (whom I mention 
without either praise or censure) was the favourite of 
the county, and chosen, by 4 very great and acknow- 
ledged majority, to represent them in Parliament.- If 
the noble Iq d dislikes the ijianner in which these fact* 
are stated, I shall think.myself happy, in being advised 
by him how to alter it. I am very little anxious about 
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terms, provided the substance be preserved; and these 
are facts, my lords, which I am sure will always re- 
tain their weight and importance, in whatever form 
of language they are described. 

The constitution of this country has been openly 
invaded in fact; and I have heard, with horror and 
astonishment, that very invasion defended upon prin- 
ciple. What is this mysterious power, undefined by 
law, unknown to the subject; which we must not ap- 
proach without awe, nor speak of without reverence; 
which no man may question, and to which all nien 
must submit? My lords, I thought the slavish doc- 
trine of passive obedience had long since been e3i- 
ploded: and, when opr kings were obliged to confess 
that their title to the crown, and the rule of their go- 
vernment, had no other foundation than the known 
faws of the land, I never expected to hear a divine 
right, or a divine infallibility, attributed* to any oiher 
branch of the legislature. 

.My lords, I beg to be understood. No man respects 
the House of Commons more than I do,or would con- 
tend more strenuously than I would, to preserve to 
them their just and legal authority. Within the 
bounds prescribed by the constitution, that authority- 
is necessary to the well-being of the people: bej'^ond 
that4ine, every exertion of.power is arbitrary, is ille- 
gal; it threatens tyranny to the people, and destruc- 
tion to tbe State. Power %^ithout right is. the most 
odious and detestable object that can be offered to 
the human imagination: it is not only pernicious to 
those who are subject to it, but tends to its c^wn de- 
struction. 
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Oktbegenehal Judgment-Day; from Dwight's 

CoNqjJESTOF CakAAN. 

MID these dire scenes^ more awful scenes shall rise; 
Sad nations quake^and trembling seize the skies* 
From the dark tombs shall fearful lights ascend^ 
And sullen sounds the sleeping -mansion rend; 
Pale ghosts with teiTor break the dreamer's charm. 
And death-like cries the listening world alarm. 
Then midnight pangs shall toss the cleaving plains; 
Fell famine wanton o'er unburied trains; 
From crumbling mountains baleful flames aspire;- 
Realms sink in floods, and towns dissolve in (ire; 
In every blast the spotted plague be driven, 
And angry meteors Waze athwart the Heaven. 
Clouds of dark blood shall blot the sun's broad light. 
Spread round th' immense, and shroud the world in 

night; 
With pak and dreadful ray, the cold moon gleam; 
The dim, lone stars difi*use an anguish'd beam; 
Storms rock the skies; afllicted oceans roar, 
And sanguine billows dye the shuddering shore; 
And round earth thunder, from th' Almighty throne, 
The voice irrevocable, IT IS DONE. 

Rous'd on the fearful mom, shall nature hear 
The trump's deep terrors rend the troubled air; 
From realm to realm the sound tremendous roll; 
Cleave the broad main, and shake th' astonish'd pole; 
The slumbering bones th' archangel's call inspire; 
Rocks sink in dust, and earth be wrapt in fire; 
From realms far distant, orbs unnumber'd come, 
Sail through immensity, and learn their doom: ^ 
And all yon changeless stars, that, thron'd on high, 
Reign in i;nmortal lustre round the ^y. 
In solemn silence shroud their living light, 
And leave the world to undistinguish'd night. 

Hark, what dread sounds descending from the pple^ 

Wave following wave, in swelling thunders rolIL ^ 

P 
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How the tombs cleave! What awful forms arise! 
What crowding nations pain the failing eyes! 
From land to land behold the mountains rend; 
From shore to shore the final flames ascend; 
Round the dark poles with boundless terror reigd, 
With bend immeasurable sweep the main; 
From morn's for kingdoms stretch to realms of even, 
And climb and climb' with solejtnn roar to lieaven. 
What smoky ruins wrap the lessening ground! 
What fiery sheets sail through the vaulted round! 
FourM in on« mass, the lands and seas decay; 
Involved, the heaven??, dissolving, fleet away; ^^ 
The moon departs;'the sun's last beams expire, f^ 
And nature's buried in the boundless fire, - 
Lo, from the radrance of the bless'd abode 
Messiah comes, in all the pomp of God! 
Borne on swift winds, a storm before him flies; 
Stat^ crown his head, and rainbows round hkn rise; 
Beneath his feet a sun's broad terrors burn. 
And cleaving da^rkness opes a dreadful mom: 
Through boundless space careering flames are driven; 
Truth's sacred hosts descend, and all the thn>nes of 

heaven. 
See Crowding tyttllians, call'd from earth's far ends. 
See hell's dark world, with fearful gloom, ascends. 
In throngs incomprehensible! Around, 

-Worlds after worlds, from nature's farthest bound, 
Call'd by th' archangel's voice from either pde, 
Self-moved, with all created nations, rolK 
From this great train, his eyes the just divide, 

. Price of his life, and being^s fairest pride; 
Rob'd by his mighty hand, the starry throngs 
JProm harps of transport call ecstatic songs. 
Hail, heirs of jndkss peace! ordain'd to rove 
Round the pure climes of everlasting love. 
For you the sun first led tfie lucid mom; 
The world was fashion'd attd Messiah' born; 
F/or you high heaven With fond impatience walls. 
Pours her iair streams, and opes 'het golden ^gati^; 
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Each hour, wuh purer glory, gaily shines, 
Her courts enlarges, and her air refines. 

But O unhappy race! to woes consigned, ' 
iur'd by fond pleasure, and to wisdom blind, 
What new Messiah shall the spirit save, 
Stay the pent flame-s, and shut the eternal grave? 
Where sleeps the music of his voice divine? 
Where hides the face, that could so sweetly shine? 
Now hejir that slighed voice to thunder turn! 
See that mild ftce with flames of vengeance burn! 
High o'er your heads the storm of ruin roars. 
And, round th' immense, no friend your fate deplores. 

Lo, there to endless woe in throngs are driven, 
^ What once were angels, and bright stars of heaven! 
The world's gay pride! the^Ving with splendor crown'd! 
The chief resistless, and the sage renown'd! 
Down, down the millions sink; where yon broad m^ 
Heaves her dark waves, and spreads the seats of pain; 
Where long, black clouds, emblazed with awful fire. 
Pour sullen rouod their heads, and in dread gloom 
retire. 



Ok the Works of Creation and Providence. 

WHEN I contemplate those ample and magni- 
ficent structures, erected over all the etherial 
plains: when I look upon them as so many reposito- 
ries of light, or fruitful abodes of life: when I re* 
member that there may be other orbs, vastly more 
remote than those which appear to our unaided sight; 
orbs, whose effulgence, though travelling ever since 
the creation, is no\ yet arrived upon our coasts: when 
i strettb my thoughts to the innumex^ble ordeirs of 
being, which inhabit all tBose ^pacidus systems; from 
the loftiest seraph, to the lowest, reptile; from die ar-» 
mtes of angels which surround the Almighty's throne, 
to the puny nations, which tinge with purple the sur- 
face of tbe plum, QT matitle the standing pool with 
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green; how various appear the links of this immea- 
surable chain! how vast the gradations m this univer- 
sal scale of existence! Yet all these, though ever so 
vast and various, are the work of the Creator's hand, 
and are full of his presence. 

He rouudcd in his palm those stupendous globes, 
ivhich are pendulous in the vault of heaven. He kin- 
dled those astonishing bright fires, which fill the fir- 
mament with a flood of glory. By Him they are sus- 
pended in fluid ether, and cannot be shaken; by Him 
they dispense a perpetual tide of beams, and are never 
exhausted. He formed with inexpressible nicety, that 
delicately fine collection of tubes; that unknown mul- 
tiplicity of subtile springs, which organize- and actuate 
the frame of the minutest insect. 

He bids the crimson current roll; the vital move- 
ments play; and associates a world of' wonders, even 
in an animated point. In all these is a signal exhibi- 
tion of creating power; to all these are exteiided the 
special regards of preserving goodness* From hence 
let me learn to rely on the providence, and to' revere 
the presence, of Supreme Majesty* Amidst that in- 
conceivable number and variety of beings, which 
swarm through the regions of creation, not one is 
overlooked, not one is neglected, by the great Omni- 
potent Cause of all. 



SPEii^cH OF Mr. Fox, in the B&itxsh Parua- 

KENT, ON American Affairs, 1778. 

YOU have now" two wars before you, of which you 
must choose one, for both you cannot support. 
The war against America has hlthej-to been carried on 
against her alone, unassisted by any ally whiitever. 
Notwithstanding she stood alone, you have been obli* 
ged uniformly to increase your exertions, and to push 
your efforts to the extent of your power, without being 
able to bring it to an issue. You have exerted all your 
force hitherto without effect, and you cannot now di- 
vide a force, found already inadequate to its. object. 
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.My opinion is for wiJhdrawing your fprces from 
America entirely; for a defensive war you can never 
think of there. A defensive war would ruin this na« 
tion at any time; and in any circumstances, offensive 
war is pointed out as proper for this country; our situ* 
aiion points it out; and the spirit of the nation impels 
us to attack rather than defend. Attack France, then^ 
ibr she is your object. The nature of the wars is quite 
di&rent: the war against America is against your own 
couxitrymen; you have stopped me from sayibg against 
your fellow subjects; that against France is against 
your inveterate enemy and rival. Every blow yoii 
jitrike in America is against yourselves; it is against 
aH idea of reconciliation, and against your own inter* 
est, Uiough you should be able, as you never will be^ 
to force them to submit. Every stroke against France 
ia. of advantage to you: America must be conquered 
HI France; France never can bje conquered in Am^erica* 

The war of the Americans is a war of pasfton; it 
is of such a > nature as to be supported by the most 
powerfuh virtues, love of liberty apd of their coun* 
try; and, at the same time, by those passions in the 
human heart which give courage, strength, and per* 
severance to ixum; the spirit of revenge ibr the inju* 
ries you have done them ;of retaliation for the hardships 
you have inflicted on them; and of opposition to the 
unjust powers ypu have exercised over them. Every 
thing combines to animate them to this* war, and sueh 
a war is without end; for whatever obstinacy enthu* 
fiasm ever inspired man with, you Will now find in 
America. No matter what gives birth to that enthu* 
siasm; whether the name of religion or of liberty, the 
effects are the same; it inspires a spirit which is un^ 
conquerable, and solicitous to undergo difficulty, dan- 
ger, and bardship: and a$ long as there is a man in 
America, a being formed such as we are, you will 
Itiave him present himself against you in the field. 

The war of France is a war of another sort; the war 
of Fr^ce is a war of interest: it was her interest which 
SgBt kkfituced her tQ engage in it, and k is by that inter* 

¥2 
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eat that she will measure its continuance. Turn your 
face at once against her; attack her wherever she is 
exposed; crush her commerce wherever you can; make 
her feel heavy and immediate distress throughout the 
nation: the people will soon cry out to their govern- 
ment. Whilst the advantages she prouHses herself are 
remote and uncertain, inflict present evils and dis« 
tresses upon her subjects: the people will become dis? 
contented and clamorous; she will find it a bad bargain,^ 
having entered into this business; and you will force 
her to desert any^ally that brings so nvuch trouble and 
distress upon her. 

What is become of the ancient spirit of this nation? 
Where is the national spirit that ever did honor to 
this country? Have the present ministry ispent that too, 
with almost the last shilling of your money? Ar^they 
not ashamed of the temporizing conduct they have 
used towards France? Her correspondence -with Ame- 
rica has been clandestine. Conipat^ that with /their 
conduct towards Holland, some time ago; but it is 
the characteristic of little minds to be exact in little 
things, whilst they shrink from their rights in great 
ones. ^ 

The conduct of France is called clandestine: look 
back but a year ago to a letter from one of your Se- 
cretaries of State to Holland; ^^ it is with surprise and 
indignation" 5'our conduct is seen, in something done 
by a petty governor of an island, while they affect to 
call the measures of France clandestine. This is the 
way that ministers support the character of the nation^ 
and the national honor and glory. But look again how 
that same Holland is spoken of to-day. Even in your 
correspondence with her, your littleness appears. 

From this you may judge of your situation: from 
this you mlay know what a state you arc reduced to. 
How will the French party in Holland exult over you^- 
and grow strong! She will never continue your ally^ 
when you meanly crouch to France, and do not dare 
to stii" in your defence! But it is nothing extraordinarji 
that she should apt, v^hile you keep the ministers you 
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have. No power in Europe is blind; there is none 
blind enough to aUy itself with weakness, and become 
partner in bankruptcy; there is no one blind enough 
to ally itself to obstinacy, absurdity, and imbecility. 



The Conjurer, a Dialogue. 

Richard and Jack. 

cf 1 T y^THAT a strange man this is, Richard! 
^ * V V did you ever see a conjurer before? 

Richard. There was one travelled this way before 
your remembrance; but he' missed his figure very 
much. I was to have been an officer before this time, 
according to his predictions; and you, Jack, were to 
have had a fine rich young lady for your sister-in-law. 
But he was only an apprentice in the art; no more 
than A, B, C, to this man. 

. yacL'Ay^ he is master of his trade, I warrant 
you. I dare say, when father conies home, he can tell 
him which way the thief is gone with our old Trot. 
Uncle. Bluster is coming over here this evening to 
find out who has got his watch. The conjurer is just 
gone out to look at the stars. I suppose, after he has 
viewed them a while, he wiUtast a figure in his great 
black-art book in the other room, and ^ell in a trice, 
what things are stolen, and where they are, to a hair's 
breadth. 

Rich. He must have a hawk's eye to see the stars 
diis evening. Why don't you know, Jack, it is cloudy 
out o' doors? 

Jack. That's nothing with him. He c6uld look 
through the clouds with his glass, if it was as dark as 
Egypt, as easy as you can look into the other room; . 
or, if he had a mind he could brush away the clouds 
in a trici^, with that long wand he carries in his hand. 

Rich. No doubt he is a great almanac maker. I'll 
be bound he could feretel the wether to a tittle for a 
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^ouaand y^ars to come* I wlsfaul ksev the testh 
part a9 mach about the planets as he does, 

Jack^ So do I. DoQ*t you thiak oar njsighbom^ 
CQuld hireiiim to keep our school^ tQstea<I of Maater 
Thank well? I believe he has fifty times as much learn* 
ing* Aunt Betty told me4bls iafternbon, that he knew 
every star in the sky as well as I do the cattle in our 
stable; and dud he wa3 as well acquainted' with every 
crook and turn in the milky-way, as I am with the 
road to mill. They say he rode round to all the plan* 
ets one night, in a chaise made of moonlight, drawn ^ 
by flying horses* 

Conjurer. {Without in a gtum hQlhwvoiceJ\ Hoe 
noxe conventio planetoram tenetur ^sc in domus 
Javum. 

Rich. Hark! he is going by th^ window: don't you 
hear him talking to himself? , 

y€u:L What a strange language he uses! He is 
talking to the man in the moon, I dare say. He wiB 
go into the baek room and cast a figure now: I vrill 
look through the key-hi^le and s«e him* [Exit Jack* 

Rich. \Soht8.1 What a prodigious learned man this 
eoi^wer must be! I should suppose iie had read all 
the books in the world, and conversed with spirits a 
hundred y^ars, to know as much as he does* 

Enter Thinkwell. 
. I am glad to see you. Master Thinkwell. Have 
you beard the rare news of the ^onjurer th^t is come 
to town? 

Thinkwell. Yes; and I am informed he has taken 
up lodgings at your house to-night. You are greatlf- 
honored to be sure. 

Rich. He is a very extraordin^y man, V\\ a^^re 

Think. So far i agree with you, Rich^d. I belie^^ 
he is ah extraordinary man, ^nd ^ii extraordinary im* 
postor too. 

Rich. You are always on the side €>f contraries. 
Master ThiukweU; but every body is not of so stubborn 
faidi as you. Why, there is as. great a stir in town as 
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there was when Prince Edward went through it. All 
the ladies are as much in the fidgets to see the- con- 
jurer, as they were to see him. 

Think* It is much easier to account for these things 
than to justify them. We shall always act beneath our- 
selves, while we look up to such worthless wretches as 
our superiors. Prince Edward was certainly nb more 
than a man. This conjurer in my opinion, is much less: 
I consider him beneath contempt. I am as great a 
friend to mirth as yourself; but it is really mortifying 
that my friends should be so adxious to make them- 
selves the objects of ridicule. 

Rich* This is your old strain, Master Thinkwell. 
I know you are apt to get round me in your argu- 
ments; but I beUeve the conjurer knows much more 
than both, of us. I might go to you to lesim grammar,^ 
arithmetic, and the common branches that are taught 
at school; but I shall go to him to have t^y fortune 
told. 

Think, Have patience; and time, the only true for- . 
tune-teller, will disclose the future, without any pay, 
fast enough for your happiness or pi^ofit. Let me ad- 
vise' you ^to lay out your money tor more valuable 
commodities than such gross imposition* Believe me, 
Richard, this man was never admitted into the cabi- 
net of futurity any more than you or I, and knows no 
more of the events of to-morrow, next day, or next 
year, than the orang outang. 

Rich. All our neighbours think vejry diflferently* He 
has told Mrs.' Primble where she may find her silver 
spoon; and Sam Hodkins, the very day he is to be 
married; and the very first moment he cast his eyes 
on Bill Blunder's face, he saw the scar on his foot, 
and told him he had been wounded with an ax. 

Think. Depend on it, Richard, it is all gross im- 
position. What careless lad i^lhere, who usesanaxe^ 
that has not a scar on hid feet? 

Rich. If a man of common learning can foretel what- 
is past, I don't see, for my par<t, why a conjurer m^y 
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not foretel what is to come. [Knocking at the db^r.J 
Ah! Aunt Betty Wrinkle, I know by her rap. 

Enter Betty Wrinkle. 

Betty* How do you do, Richard? a word with you^ 
if you please cousin. [ Ta Richard, They ga to the 
othet side of the room*] Is the fortune teller at yoor 
housTe, Richard? 

Rich. He is casting a figure in the back room. 

Betty, Can I see him? I wbh to akk hiiri a few 
questions in private. - 

Enter Mrs. Credulous and Jack^ in haste* 

Mrs. Credulous. Law, sister Betty! I am glad to see 
you! r apa half frighted out of my senses! 

Befty. What is the matter, sister?^ 

Mrs. Cred. -i have been looking through the key- 
hole to see the conjurer, i believe there is a spell of 
enchantoient on him! The room will be fuU of spirits 
isi five nninutes! 

Betty* O, donH be fkigbted, sister; if he can con*^ 
jure them up^ he caot conjure ^m down again. He 
won't let them hurt yoa« I shouldn't be afiray: to go 
eight into the room among them, not I* . 

Sichp If they were to comie in th$ shape of widow- 
ers or old bachelors, perhaps yoa would not. 

Betty. Law, how you joke, cousin. [CuMng fiisears. 

Mrs* Cr^rf. This isno jesting matter, I assure you* 
I could see plainly the candle burnt blue; there was 
a circle of fire round his headland it began to smoke 
QUt of hi» mouth and nose« 

Betiy^ Fob! nothing mwe than his breath* I dare say, 

Jaii. And I thought 1 saw the shadow of a spirit. 
The cat saw it too; for 9he looked as^ wild as though 
*gjje would fly out of the window. 

Betty. Well you won't frigM^jP me. I am determi- 
ni^ t0 aee /him» if he breaSies nothing but fire and 
9]Doke. 

Conj. [Speaking lov4 in the other room.] Horum 
quorum spiritorum, venlunto! 

Jdrs. CreA Law, me! the v^ ghosti lO^e come now> 
he is talking to thentu 
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ThfnL They will aever ttoderstsmd hinij ^ifileBS he > 
uses bettec Latin. 

Mrs.^Cred. O, good msister Thmkwcll! you can 
talk Latin^ do go and pray ttiem, far mercy's sake! 
beseech them to leave uie hoase. Do, quick: 

ThinL Do compose youxselfy Mrs. Credulous: 
there are no .worse 'Spirits here than ignorance and fol- 
ly; and they^ of all others, are the most incorrigible* 
If you please, I will go and turn this scape*edllows 
out of your house^and put an end to your fears. |G^/;z^. 

Mrs* Gred. O, stc^! don't think of such a thing for 
the world. If we should adh>nt him, be would rakea 
tempest and carry the bpu^e away in a minute, 
JVIcrcy on me! he knows what you have said now! 
How dark it grows! O, the wind begins to rise! I will 
leave jthe house! we shall all be flying in the air in an 
instant! # ' 

Rkh* Don't be terrified, ma'am. I dont hear any 
wind/ 

Jack. I do; and see it too, [Looking out at the 
w/W(5W.] Dear me! how black it Is! 

Betty. Youare;very much frighted, sidter. For niy 
part^ I «m not afrfaid of the conjurer or any other mab. 

Rich* ypu were never quite so shy of then tts they 
^re of you. 

Betty. Shy of mre! 

Mrs* Cred. Well, you must all take care of your- 
selves* I will run over to Mr. Rector's the minister. 
He may save the houpe; he is a good man. What 
would I give if I had never seen this wicked conju- 
ttr\ [Going out of the door.yMtti^yl the ground rises 
up under my feet; I can almost hear it thunder! Deiar 
me, I shall meet a spiri|! Master Thinkwell, you are 
not apt to befrightedf dogo withmetothe minister's. 
^ Think. At your request I -will. For your credit'$ 
sake, compose yoursehreSf sbid let not this shameful 
aSSair be related ^cndf [Exit ThinkwelL 
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Betty* Vm sure I don't see -any cause for all this 
flutteration. 

Jack^ I believe I was more scared than hurt. The 
cat, I see, has got over her fright: she is playing ia 
the entry as sprightly as you^ aunt Betty. 

Betty. Well said, Jack. {Patting his ehfcAsJ] Do 
you think I could speak with the conjurer now. Rich- 
ard? 

Bich. I see nothing of any spirits yet. We will 
venture to go and see what he is about« 

{They go out of the roonu 

SCENE changes and discovers the Conjurer sitting at 
a table and making characters in a large book* He 
rises^ takes his ivand^ and moves it slowly round a 
large circle^ drawn on thefioor^ and filled with char- 
acters. 

Betty, [Advancing slowly."] Law me, my heart is in 
my mouth! I dare not speak to him. [She standi^ tind 
looks at himy and on Richard and Jack at the other 
side of the room^ alternately* 

Conj. Horum charactarius in hoc circulum omnes 
planetorum atque eorum inhabitantibusque recto re* 
presenturf et atque genii spiritorumque. 

Betty. Bless me! what a world of teaming he has! 
I can't understand a word he says. 
. yaci. [To jRichard.] That circle is full of spirits, I 
st^pposehe has made them put on their coats, of air 
that we might not see them. 

Conj. I perceive, lady, by the mystic characters of 
this circle, you approach this way to inquire into the 
occult mysteries of fate, and to know of me'your fu- 
ture destiny. - > 

Betty. He knows my vtry thoughts. [Aside.^ Learn- 
ed Sir, be so gopd as to take this, and answer me a 
few questions I shall ask you. 

V . , [Offering him a piece, of money* 

Conj. You mi2st first answer me a few questions. 
wY6ur name, madam? 
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Betty* Elizabeth M^inkle, at your service, fiin 

Con/. {Writing her name in his Aooi.] Do you rc- 
eoUect whether the day that Bixrgoyne was captured 
was clear or cloudy? 

B^titfm That was quite before my remembrance, Sir, 
[Loi^king' in a giass.^ I am sure no body could take 
me for more than twenty* fiVe* 

CanJ. I am not to be deceiyed, madam* 

{^Looiing out stthetomdaxv through his glass, 

j^iKk. [^Ta Richards] Hark! we shall know her age 
now. • He looks clear through time, with that glass, 
as easy as you can look through a key*hble. 

Betty. Good Sir, don't expose me! pray spioak law. 

CoTijm Young men, withdraw, and shut that 'door. 

[Richard and Jack leave the room* 

I told you I was not to be deceive. You Were 
bom, Anno Domini, one thousand, seven hundred 
and — 

Betty, h^w me! how should he know I was born 
in fi&y-five? The treacherous stars miist have be- 
trayed me; not my looks, I amsure« [Asade* 

Conj. I tell you furthermore, the very man, whom 
the fates had singled out for your husband, by the 
•fatal destiny of the stars, was slain at the taking, of 
Burgoywp. ; i 

Betty. Dear me! O cruel stars, and -tnore cruel 
]foitons! how many husbands and wives have ye sepa- 
rated] Were it not for you, I should have been aiar- 
ried twenty years ago. But sipce the fates havel^een 
so very cruel, don't you think they will be soJcindas 
tb provide me- ■ " ■ y ou know what I mean, Mr. Coa-* 
jurer. 

C(?w/. Another husband. I will inquiry. < 

' [Moving his riband rour^the circle* 

Enter Jl/r. Crebulous and Bluster. 

Betttf. Law, Brother, you have come in the very 
raick o^ time* I was just going to. ask the .Conjurer 
about your horse. 

Con/V By the mysterietw members of this circlei 

tat 
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and the hidden virtue of thi3 Wand, I perceive you 
have lost a horse. ' 

Cred* You have cast your figure right.. My pocw 
Trot has been gone ever since the tweotieth day of 
June, 

Conj* [Moving his wand aver the tircle^mid touch-^ 
ing particular character^.'] Aries, Taurus, Gjemini, 
Cancer; that is it precisely. You are under a little 
^ mistake^ Sir; it was on the twentieth w/^^/ of June. 

Blmter. You are right, you are right, Mister Con- 
jurer. The same night I had ray watch stolen. 

C?«/. Aries, March; Taurus, April; Gemini, May; 
Cancer, June. On the night of. June twentieth, pre- 
cisely at twenty-three minutes past twelve, the horse 
was stolen from your pasture by a thiet 

Bhist. There, brother Credulous, you have it as 
exact as the multiplication table. 

Cred. Strange what learning will do! [Giving a piece 
ef money to the Conjurer."] Now, Sir, be so good as 
to tell me where the horse is, and how I shall find th^ 
very thief. Rascal] I srhall have you now^ 

[To himself. 

Conj. [Making characters in his book,] The stars 
are inauspicious at present. Mercury, the patrori of 
thieve&v bears rule to-night. I shall be able to detect 
Wm to-morrow. Hah! that is a lucky figure. Quod 
erat. demonstrandum. I have got a clue to the watch 
in spite of Mercury. 

. Blust^ Put me in a way of finding it, and you shall^ 
be well paid. We must secure our houses, brother 
Credulous, or this rogue of a Mercur)^ will have our 
very beds ifrom under us, before morning. 

Conj* It shall be forthcoming immediately. [Fig- 
tiring in his book."]^ One hundred and twenty-seven 
fods northeasterly from this« tabled in Chinese mea- 
sure, lies a hollow tree; in that tree lies your watph. 
Enter Longstaff, fjfw Officer, two WiTKEasES, 

cnflT Think wELi*. 

Betty. Bless mc! bAlf the town will be here: it is 
time for me to go. [Exit.. 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 183 

Blmu Mr. Lc^ngst^, be so good as not to inter- 
rupt the Cotyurer. He has just told me where my 
watch is, and will detect the thief with a few figures 
more. 

X<7h5•^5^fl^^MJr duty obliges me to interrupt him. 

' We have your watch, and are. come to secure the 

thief. [To the Conjurer.'] You have run at large^ and 

defrauded the honest and ignorant long enough.. By 

virtue of this warrant, you are the state's prisoner. 

Conj» What trick shall I try now! I am detected at 
last.* [Aside* 

Cred^ You must be misinformed, Mr. Longstaif. 
This man is so far from being a thief, that he is a 
greater torment to them- than their own consciences. 

Long. Hear the evidence of these gentlemen, and 
. you may alter your mind. 

1st Witness. I suppose this watch to be yours, Mi^- 
Bluster. 
I Blast. It is the very same; the chain only changed. 

1st Wit. I happened to overhear him talking with 
one of his gang last evenings This watch, with a 
\ '^ number of other articles, "was to be hidden in a hol- 
I low tree. This impostor, to maintain the credit of a 
\ Conjurer was to inform the owners, on inquiry, where 
r they were, upon their paying him for the imposition. 
I have been so fortunate as to secure one of the part- 
ners in this trade. And as I heard this gentleman, 
for whom you have so much regard, had taken up 
lodgings at your house, I did not choose to interrupt 
you till there was full proof of his guilt. The stolen 
goods which he described, and we have founds are 
sufficient evidence against him. ^ * 

• Cred. Villain! a halter is||oo good for your neck* 
May I be taught common si^nse by a nionkey, if ever 
I am duped again in such a/ manner. 

td Wit. My evidence tends rather to impeach the 
cliaracter of my towil^men, than this worthless fcltew's. 
All I can say, is that several months ago, he travelled 
thi* road in character of a tinker; and now all our 
young girls, old maids, and ignorant fellows, are run* 
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niog aftor this wUe Cox^urer to buy the history of 
their lives, which a little while since, they were weak 
enough to give him for nothings) . 

Think. I hope the impostor will be brought tajua^ 
tiee, and we to our senses; and .that after paying this 
infatuated devotion to vice and ignorasees-virtue and 
true knowledge may have our more serious venerafion* 

Long'* Gentlemen, assist me to conduct him to 
prison* , [Mxeunt omnes* 



Extract from Mr. Pitt's Speech in the Bri- 
TiBif Parliament, Jan. 20, 1775. 

WHEN your lordships look at the papers trans- 
mitted to us from America; wl^en you consider 
their decency, firmness and wisdom, you cannot buf^ 
respect their cause and wish to make it your own. Fw 
myself, I must declare and avow, that in all my read- 
ing and observation, (and it has been my favourite 
study: I have read Thucydides, and have studied and 
admired the master-states of the world:) I say I must 
d^dare,^ that, for solidity and reasoning, force of sa- 
gacity, and wisdom of conclusion, under such a comr 
plication of difficult circumstances, no nation, or body 
of men can stand in preference to the General Con^ 
gress at Philadelphia. J trust it is obvious to your 
lordships, that all attempts to impose servitude upon 
such men, to establish despotism over such a mighty , 
contiaental nation, must be vain, must be fatal. 

We shall be forced, ultimately, to retract; let us 
retract while we can, not when vf^ mmt* I say we 
XBust necessarily undo these violent oppressive a<;ts. 
They must be repealed. You WILL repeal theo^. 
I pledge myself for it, that you will in the end repeal 
tl^m'«.I stake my reputa;tionpn it. I will consent to- 
be talf en for an idiot, if they are not finally repealed* 
Avoids then, this humiliatin^,disgraceful necessity. 
With a dignity becomuig your exalted situation, make 
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the first advances to concord, peace and happiness: 
fiw h is your true dignity, to act with prudence and 
justice. That ^^u should firstconcede,' is obvious from 
sound and rational policy. Concession comes with 
better grace, and hiore salutary effects from superior 
power; it reconciles superiority of power with the 
feelings of men; and establishes solid confidence on 
the Icmndations of affection and gratitude. 

Every motive, therefore, of justice and of policy, 
of dignity and of prudence, urges vou to allay the fer- 
ment in America, by a removal of your troops from 
Boston; by a repeal of your acts of Parliament; and 
by demonstration of amicable dispositions towards 
your colonies. On the other hand, every dangei* and 
every hazard impend, to deter you from perseverance 
in your present ruinous measures. Foreign xVar hang- 
ing over your heads by a slight and brittle thread: 
France and Spain watching your conduct, and wait- 
ing for the maturity of your errors; with a vigilant 
eye to America, and the temper of your colonies, 
more than their own concerns, be they what they 
may. 

To conclude, vSy lords; if the^ninisters thus perse- 
vere in misadvising and misleading the King, I will 
not say, that they can alienate the affections of his 
subjects from. his crown; but I will af&rm, that they 
will make the crown not worth his wearing: I will not '* 
day that the King is betrayed; but I will pronounce, 
that the kingdom is undone. 

Speech ot Galgachus to t^e Caledonian 

- Arin^y. , ' 

Countrymtftj and FeUow->Soldier$^ 

"1 ^7HEN I consider the cause, for which we have 

V V drawn our swords, and the necessity of stri-. 

Jiing an effectual blow before we sheathe them again, 

I feel joyful hopes arising in my mind, that this day 

an opening will be made lor the restoratioa of B]j:iush 

Q2 
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Rberty, and for shaking off the infamous yoke of Ro* 
man slavery." Caledonia is yet free. The all-graspingf 
power of Ronie has not yet been able to seize onr 
liberty. But it is to be preserved only by valor. • 

You are not to expect to escape the ravage of die 
general plutiderers of mankind, by any sentiment of 
justice in them. When the countries which arc more 
accessible have been subdued, they will then force 
their way into those which are harder to be overcome. 
And if they should conquer the dry land, ov«r the 
whole worlds they will then think of carrying their 
arms beyond the ocean, to see whether there be not 
certain unknown regions^ which they may attack, and 
reduce under subjection to the Roman empire* 

For we see that if a country is thought to be pow- 
erful in arms, the Romans attack it because the con* 
quest will be glorious; if inconsiderable in the mili- 
tary art, because the victory will be easy; if rich, they 
arc dyawn thither by the hope of plunder; if poor, by 
the desire of fame. 

The east, and the west, the south, and the norths 
the face of the whole earth is the scene of their naili- 
tarv achievments. The world is too little for their 
ambition, and their avarice. Their supi^me joy seems 
to be ravaging, fighting, and shedding of blood; and 
when they have unpeopled a region, so that there are 
none left alive to bear arms, they say they have giv* 
eH peace to that country. 

Our distance from the seat of government, and our 
natural defence by the surrounding ocean, render us 
obnoxious to their suspicions: for they know that 
Britons are born with an instinctive love of liberty: 
and they conclude that we must naturally be led tb 
think of taking the advantage of our detached situ- 
ation, to disengage ourselves, one time or other, from 
their oppression. 

Thus, my countrymen and-fellow-soldiers, suspect- 
ed and hated as we ever mast be by the Romans,- 
there is no prospect of our enjoying even a tolerable 
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stflteof bondage undksr theoiu htt us: then in the nam^ 
of aU ihat is sacred, and iodefenceuf all that is dear to 
Qs^ resolve to exsrt:o\irselves, if not fot gl«vy, at least 
for safety; fi not in vindication of British honor, at 
kast in defence of our lives* 

But, afcef all; who are these mighty Romans? Are 
they Gods; ox mortal Jiaen, like ourselves? Do we not 
see that they fall into the same errors and weaknesses, 
as others? Does not peace effeminate them? Does not 
abundance debauch them? . Does not wantonness en>- 
ervate them? Do they not even go to excess in the 
most unmanly vices? And can you imagine that they 
who are remarkable for their vices are likew4se re- 
markable for their valor? What then do we dreadt 
Shall I tell you the truth, my fellow-soldiers? It is by 
means of our intestine divisions, that the Romans 
have gained such great advantage over us. They turn, 
the misconduct of their enemies to their own praise. 
They boast of what they have done, and say nothing 
of what we might liave doiie, had we been so wise, as 
to unite against them. 

What is this f&rmidable Roman army? Is it not 
composed of a mixture of people from different coun- 
tries; some more, some less capable of bearing fatigue 
and hardship? They keep together while they are suc- 
cessful. Attack them with vigor: distress them: you 
wilt see them more disunited than we are now. Can 
anyone imagine, that Gauls, Germans^and with shame 
I must add, Britons, who basely lend their limbs and 
lives, to build up a foreign tyranny; can one imagine 
that these will be longer enemies than daves? or that 
such an army Is held together by sentiments of fide^ 
iity OP affection? No: the only bond of union amonr 
them is fear. And whenever terror ceases to work 
upon the minds of that mixed multitude, they wlip 
now fear, will then hate their tyrannical masters. . 
On our side there is every possible incitement to 
- valour. The Roman courage is not, as ours, inflamed 
if the thoughts of wives and children in danger of 
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ialling mtoths hands of dhe enemy* The Rcmiana 
have not parents, as we have, to reproach them if Htxcy 
should desert' their infirm old zgem They have no 
country here to fight for. They ate a motley coUqc<« 
tion of foreigners, in aland wholly unknown to thecal 
cut off.from their native country, hemmed in by the 
^urrounding ocean; and given, I hope, a prey into our 
jhands, without any possibility of escape. Let not the 
sound of the Roman name affright your ears, nQrlet 
the i^e of gold or 'silver, upon their armour, dazzle 
your eyes. It is not by gold or silver, that men are 
either wounded or defended; though they are render* 
ed a richer prey to the conquerors. Let us boldly at- 
tack this disunited rabbit. Weshallfind among them<- 
selves a reinforcement to our army. 

And what will there be then to feap? A few half 
garrisoned forts; a few municipal towns, inhabited by "^ 
wom*outold men; discord universally prevailing, oc- 
casioned by tyranny in those who command, an^ ob- 
stinacy in those who should obey. On pur side, an ar-^ 
my united in the cause of their country, their wives, 
their children, their aged parents, their lives. At the 
head of this army, I hope I do not offend against mo- 
desty in saying, there is a General ready to exert a)l 
his abilities such as they are, and to hazard his life, 
in leading you to victory, and to freedom* 

I conclude, my countrymen and fellow-soldiers^ 
with putting you in mind, that on your behavipur this 
day depends your future enjoyment of peace and li- 
berty, or your subjection to a tyrannical enemy, with 
all its grievous consequences. When, therefore^ you 
<ome to t^ngage, think of your ancestors and think of 
your posterity* 
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Modern Education, 

Dialogue between a Preceptor or an Acade- 
my AND Parent or an orFEREor Pupil. 

Preceptor.T AM heartily sick of this modern mode 
[Solus.] X of education. Nothing but trash will 
suit the taste of people at this day. I am perplexed 
beyond all endurance with these frequent solicitations 
of parents, to give their children graceful airs, polite 
accomplishments, and a smattering of what they call 
the fine arts; while nothing is said about teaching them 
the substantial branches of literature. If they can but 
dance a little, fiddle a little,, flute a little, and make a 
handsome bow and courtesy, that is sufficient to niakfis 
them famous in this enlightened age. Three-fourth* 
of the teachers of those arts, which once were esteem- 
ed most valuable, will soon be out of employment at 
this rate. For my part, 1 am convinced, that, if I 
bad been a dancing master, music master, stage 
player, or mountebank, I should h^ve been much 
more respected, and n^^^uch better supported^ thjan I 
am at present. 

Enter Parent. 
. Parent. Your humble servant, Sir, ar« you tfee 
principal of this Academy? 

Precep. I am, at your service, Sir. 

Par. I have heard much of the fame of your instil 

tution, and am desirous of putting a son, of about 

twelve years of age, under } our tuition. I suppose 

\'ou have masters who teach the various branches of 
»^ .... 

the polite arts. » , 1 

Precep., We are not inattentive tq those arts. Sir; 
but the fttme of our Academy does not rest upon 
them. Useful learning is our grand object. What stu- 
dies do you wish to put vour son upon? 

Par. I wish him to be perfected in music, dancing, 
drawing, &c. and as he possesses a promising getiiu^ 
&r poetr}r, I would by all means have that cul^ivatedir. 
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Precep. These arc nq^ all the branches, I trjast, itk 
which be is to be instructed. You mention nothing of 
reading, writing, arithmetic^language^&c. Are these 
to be wholly neglected? . , 

Par. Why, as to these every-day branches, I can- 
not say I Feel very anxious about them* The boy 
reads well now; writes ia decent hand; is. acquainted 
with the ground rules of arithmetic, and pronounces 
'the English language genteelly. He has byen a long 
time under the care of Mr, Honestus,our town school- 
master, who has taught him all these things suffi-^ 
ciently. So that I think any more time devoted Us 
^ them would be wasted. 

Precep. If he is such a^n adept that there is no 
room for his progressing in those arts; yet I think at 
least there is need of practice, let , at his age, he 
should forget what he has learned. 

Per. That I shall leave to your discretion. But 
there is one branch, of great importance, which I have 
not yet mentioneB, and to which I would have parti- 
cular attention paid; I mean the art of speaking. You 
will find him not deficient in that respect; though per- 
haps it requires as much practice to make one perfect 
in that, as in any art whatever. He has already learn- 
ed by heart a great number of pieces, and has acted 
a part in several comedies and tragedies witli much 
applause. It has been the custom of our master to have 
^ ah exhibition at least once a quarter; and my son has 
always been considered as one of his best performers.' 
He lately took the part of Jemmy Jumps, in the farce 
called The Farmer; and acted it to universal accep- 
tation. ' 

Precep. I must confess, Sir, that your account of 
your son does not appear to me to be very fiattering. 
" Par. Why sol, pray? have you not an ear for elo- 
quence? 

Precep. Indeed I have, Sir. No man Is more 

charmed than I am with its enrapturing sounds^ No 

-music rests sweeter on my ear. than the melodipus 

notes,, proceeding from the motith of a judicious, 



i 






' i 



THB COLUMBIAN ORATOR; l?t 

well-instructed and powerful orator. But I iKiust te& 
yoQ plainly, that I am by no means pleased to ^^t 
parcoits take so ixiuch pains to transform their :€hil- 
dren jnto mcmkeys instead o'f men* What signs of ora- 
tory do you imagine you can discern in a boy, rig'- 
ged out in a fantastical dress, skipping about the stage 
like a baboon, in the character of Jemmy Jumps^ 
Betty Jumps, or any other jumper? 

Par* Do you not approve of exhibitions then! 

Prectp. Not much I confess* in the way they are 
generally conducted. A master who has four in a year, 
must necessarily rob his pupils of one quarter of that 
^time^ which in my opinion, might be much better em- 
ployed in attending to what would be useful for them 
in life. 

Par* What can be more useful for a child, under 
such a government as ours than to be able to speak 
before an audience with a graceful ease, and a man- 
ful dignity? My son, for ought I know, may be a 
meniber of Congress before he dies. 

Precep. For that very reason I would educate him 
differently. I would lay the foundation of his future 
fame on the firm basis of the solid sciences; that he 
might be able in time to do something more than a 
mere parrot, or an ape, who are capable only of speak- 
ing th^ words, and mimicking the actions of others. 
He should first be taught to read. He should likewise 
be taught to compose for himself; and I would not 
be wanting in my endeavours to make him a speaker. 

.Pgr. Surely, Mr. Pi xeptor, you must be very 
wrong in your notions. I have ever pursued a diffe- 
rent plan with my childxen; and there are none in tl|e 
country, though I say it myself, who are more uni- 
vtiYuliy caressed. I have a daughter that has seeu 
but fourteen years j who is capable of gracing the po- 
litest circles. It is allowed that she can enter, and leave 
a room, with as much ease and dignity as any lady of 
quality whatever. And this is evidently owing alto- 
|;ether to her polite educatioii. I boarded her a year 
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5n the capital, where sftie enjoyed* e^ry possible adf^ 
vantage. She attended the moa(t accomplished makers 
in -l^he ornamental branches .of science; visited die 
'genteelest families^ >nd frequented all the seenesr of 
lE^musement. 'It is true, her letters are oot alwajrs 
^irritten xjuite so accurately as could "be wished; yet 
^she dances w^I, plays well on the piano-forte, and 
sings like a nightingale. 

Preeep* Does she know the art of makiitg a good 
pudding? Canshedarnastocking well? oris she capable 
of patching the ielbows of her husband's coat, should 
she ever be so lucky as to get one? If she is to remain 
ignorant of all such domestic employments, as much 
as I value her other accomi^ishments, and as much 
as I might be in want of a wife, I would not marry 
her with twice her weirfit in gold. 

Par. Her accomplishments will commahd her a 
husband as soon as she wishes. But so long as a sin- 
gle cent of my property remains, her delicate hands 
shall never be so unworthily employed. 

Precep* But suppose a reverse of fortune should 
overtake you, what is^to beconie of the child; as you 
say she understands nbthing of domestic affairs? Will 
it be more honourable, do you inmgin« fot her to be 
maintained by the charity of the people, than by her 
own industry? 

Par. There are many ways for her to be support- 
ed. I' would not have you think she is wholly igno- . 
Tantof the use of the needle, though s;he never em- 
ployed it in so disgraceful a manner as that of darn- 
ing stockings! or botching tattered garments! But we 
^ill waive that subject, and attend to the other. Will 
you receive the boy for the purposes before men- 
tioned? ' . -^ 

Prtcep. Why, Indeed, Sir, I cannot* Though I am 
faffromcondemningaltogetheryourfavouritebranch- 
■^s, yet I consider them all as subordinate, and some 
of them at least, totally useless. 'We devote but a 
small portion of our timeto the attainment of su(& 
•uper&cialaccomplislunents. I would therefore recom- 
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mend it to you, to commit him to the care of those 
persons, who have been so successful in the instruction 
of his sister. 

Par* I confess 1 am so far convinced of the propri- 
etj^ of your method, that, if you will admit hin> into 
your Academy, I will renounce all right of dictafing 
to you his lessons of instruction, except in one single 
instance; and iff that I am persuaded we shall not disa* 
gree; I mean the art of speaking. 

Precep. I shall agree to that only under certain 
limitations. THat is an art which undouhtedlv demands 
our solicitous attention; but it ought never to be pur- 
sued to the injury of other studies. I am sensible that 
it is no less useful to a pupil than entertaining to an 
audience, to exercise him occasionally on the stage in 
declaiming judicious and well written compositions, 
and pronouncing such selected dialogues, as will tend 
to give gracefulness to his attitude, and familiarity to 
his tones and gestures. But, admitting that time could 
be spared from more important pursuits, I see but little 
good resulting from the exhibition of whole comedies 
and tragedies in our academies and schools: while 
much evU is to be feared, both from the immorality of 
the plays, and the dissipation it introduces into society. 
Besides, all boys are not calculated for orators; and 
though Demosthenes surmounted almost insuperable 
difficulties in the acquirement of his art, it is folly to 
suppose that his example is capable of universal imita- 
tion. I cannot believe it a very pleasing entertainment 
to a discerning audience, to see a boy without talents., 
mounted upon the rostrum, spouting forth sentences 
which he does not understand, and which, perhaps, 
are chosen with as little judgment as they are deliv* 
ered with propriety. But what can be more disgusting 
than to see innocent, and timid females, whose excel* 
lence, in part^ consists in their modesty and silence be- 
fore superiors, encouraged to reverse the order of na- 
ture by pl^ymg the orator on a public stage! And 
what often enhances our disgust, and sickens all o\xx 

R 
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feeling8, is, that their lips are taught to pronounce 
sentiments, extracted from the very dregs of the 
European drama. 

Par* Then it seems you do not approve of females 
speaking at all. 1 

Precep. Not on a public stage, unless I wished to 
see\them divested of half their charms. Such mascu- 
line employments as ill become them, as the labours of 
the field, or the habits of the stronger sex. I would 
have theih taught to read and pronounce well at 
school; but nature never designed them for public 
orators^ much less, that they should be degraded to 
the vile purpose of entertaining the votaries of theat- 
rical amusements. 

Par* Why, you differ widely from many, whose 
pride it is to be considered as the standards of modern 
taste. It does not now offend against the rules of deli- 
cacy, for the different sexes to make exchange of gar- 
ments now and then, provided the grand object of 
amusement be promoted by it I was in Boston last 
week, and there I saw a beautiful younglady, rigged 
out from top to toe in men's apparel, ^ astride a gay 
horse, parading through the streets, for the entertain- 
ment of th^ ladies and gentlemen of that polite metro- 
polis. Ahd none appearfsd to be offended, except a few 
who had not attained a rdish for refined pleasures. 

Precep. Yes, and I ^m told, that, at thdr theatres, 
if xs no uncommbn thing for a woman to make her 
appearance in that apparel^ with a sword by* her side, 
strutting across the stage, and swearing oaths big 
fcnough to choke an Algerine pirate; and yet it is so 
agreeable to the modem ton^Vd'oX. (even ladies of dis* 
tinguished refinement are ashampd to bltish at her! 

J^ar. You' have made nie so far 9 convert to your 
sentidients on this subject, and givep ine such proofs 
of your superior judginent in the education of youth, 
that I am djetermined to commit my son, without any 
reserve, to your care an^ instruction. Till you hea? 
from me agjaiO} I am, Sir^ your obedient servant} 
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The Existence of God, demonstrated from 
THE WoR»s OF Creation; being a sermqn 
jpreached AT Providence, by Jonathan Max- 
CY, A. M. President ^ OF Rhode Island Col- 
lege, 1795; FROM Romans i. 20. 



■ [N. B. When found expedient, the following Sermon may con- 
veniently be divided into three or four parts, suitable for decla<<- 
maticffis. ,Th^ author of this woi4£ did not intend at first to insert 
the wliole; but, in attempting to make a selection, he could find 
no part which he was willing to Ua'0€.'\ 

NORTHING will more effectually guard us against 
vice, than a firm belief in the existence of God. 
. For surely if we realize thJit there is such a Being, we 
shall naturally infer from his perfections, from' the na- 
ture of his moral government, and from our situation 
as. radional creatures, that w4 are amenable at his awful 
trtbunaL Superior power, wisdom, and goodness, 
always lay u* under restraint^and command our ven- 
eratioff. These, even in a mortal, overawe us. They 
restrain not only the actions, but the words and 
thoughts of the most vitious and adandoned. Our hap- 
piness depends on our virtue. Our virtue depends on 
the conformity of our hearts and conduct to the laws 
prescribed us by our beneficent Creator. 
- Of what vast importance then is it to our pr/eseht as 
well as future felicity, to possess in our hearts a feeling 
sense and In our understanding a clear comriction, of 
the existence of that Being whose power and goodness 
are unbounded, whose presence fills immensity, and 
whose wisdom, like a torrent of lightning, emanates 
through all the dark recesses of eternal duration! Hovr 
great must be the effect of a sense of the presence of 
the great Creator and Governor of all things, to whom 
belong the attributes, eternity, independency, perfect 
holiness, inflexible justice, and inviolable veracity; 
complete happiness and glorious majesty; supteme 
right and unbounded dominion! 
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A sense of accountability to God wiU retard the 
eager pursuit of vice; it will humble the heart of the 
proud, it will bridle the tongue of the profane, and 
snatch the knife from the hand of the atsassin. A be- 
lief of the existence of God is the true original source 
of all virtue, and the only foundation of all religion, na- 
tural or revealed. Set aside this great luininous truth, 
erase the conviction of it frohi the heart, you then 
place virtue and vice on the same kvelj you drive af- 
flicted innocence into despair; you add new effrontery 
to the marred visage of guilt; you plant thorns in the 
path, and shed an impenetrable gloom over the pros- 
pects of the righteous. . 

Sin has alienated the affections, and diverted the at- 
tention of men from the great Jehovah* ^^ DarkBess 
has covered the earth, and grosa darkness the people*^' 
Men have worshipped the works of their own hsoidsy 
and neglected the true God, though his existence aod 
perfections were stamped in glaring characters on all 
creation. From the regularity, order, beauty, and co&« 
servation of this great system of things, of which man 
makes a part; from the uniform tendency of all its di- 
visions to their proper ends, the existence of God shines 
as clearly as the sun in the heavens. ^^From the 
tilings that ar6 made," says the text, ^^ are' seen his 
eternal power and Godhead." 

1. Man himself is a proof of God's existence. I^tt 
us place him before us in his full stature. We are at 
once impressed with the beautiful organization of his 
body, with the orderly and harnH}nious arrangement of 
his members. Such is the disposition of these^ that their 
motion is the most easy, graceful, and useful, that can 
be conceived. We are astonished to see the same aim** 
pie matter diversified into so many different substan«* 
ces, of different qusdities, size, and figure.. If we pursue 
Qur researches through the internal economy,, we shall 
find, that all the different opposite parts correspond to 
^ach other with the utioost exactness and orderf that 
they all answer the most beneficent purposes. 
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Ttiis wonderfal machine, the human body, is ani- 
mated, pherishelt, and preserved, by a spirit within, 
iVhich pervades every particle, feels in evtry organ, 
Mrams us ©(injury, ^nd administers to our pleasures. 
Erect in staturi, man differs from all other animals. 
Though his foot is confined to the earth, yet his eye 
measuhes the whole circuit of heaven, and inan instant 
takes in thousands of worlds. His countenance iff 
turned upward, to teach us that. he is not like other 
^animals, limited to the earth, but looks fprward to 
brighter scenes of existence in the skies. 

Whence came this erect, orderly," beautiful constitu- 
tion of t^e human body? Did it spring up from the 
earth, self- formed? Surely not. Earth itself is inactive 
matter. That which has no motion can never produce 
any. Man surely could not, as has been yatnly and 
idly supposed, have been formed by thfe fortuitous 
concurrence, of atoms. We behol^ the most exact 
order in the constitution of the htiman body. Order 
always involves design. Design always involves intelli- 
gence. That intelligence, which directed the orderly 
formation of the human body, must have resided in a 
Being whose power was adequate to the production of 
such an effect. 

' Creation surely is the prerogative of a self existent 
uncaused Being. Finite creatures may arrange and 
dispose, but they cannot create; they cannot give life^ 

It is a universal law through all nature, that like pro., 
ducei like. The same laws ifiost probably obtain 
through the whole system in which we are connect«d. 
We have therefore no reason to suppose that angels 
created man. Neither can we, without the greatest 
absurdity, admit that he was formed by himself, or by 
mere accident. If in the latter way, why do we never 
se^ men Jotmed so in the present dayl^Why do we 
never see the clods of earth brightening into human 
flesh, and the dust under our feet crawling into ani-. 
mated forms, and starting up into life and intelligence? 

R2 \ 
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If we even admit that either of the afc»«mendoiled 
causes might have produced man, yet neither of them 
could have preserved him in existence one moment. 
There must therfore be a God uncaused, indepen* 
dent, and complete* The nobler part of man clearly 
evinces this great truth. When we consider the bound* 
less desires and the inconceivable activity of thesuid 
of man, we can refer his origin to nothing but God? 
How astonishing are the reasoning faculties of man! 
How^urprising the power of comparing, arranging) 
and connecting his ideaalHow wonderful is the power 
of imagination! On its wings, in a moment, we can 
transport ourselves to the most distant part of the unt« 
verse. We can fly back, and live the lives of all anti- 
quity, or surmount the limits of time, and sail along 
the vast range of eternity. Whence these astonishing 
powers, if not from a God of infinite ivisdom, good^ 
ness, and power? 

2. " The invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world/' says thetezt^ "are clearly seen." Let 
ais for a moment behold our earth. With what a de- 
lightful scene are we here presented! 4he diversifica- 
tion of its surface into land and water, islands and 
lakes, springs and rivers^ hills and valleys, mountains 
and plains, renders it to man doubly enchanting. We 
are entertained with an agreeable variety, without be- 
ing disgusted by a tedious uniformity. Every thing 
appears admirably formed for our profit and delight- 
There the valleys are dlothed in smiling green, and the 
plains ^are bending with com. Here is the genie hUl 
to delight the eye, and beyond^ slow rising from the 
earth) swells the huge mountain, and', with all its load 
of waters, rockS) and woods heaves itself up ibto the 
skies; Why this pleasing, vast deformity of n^ui^ 
Undoubted^ for the benefit of man. From the moun<- 
tains descend streatns to fertilize the plaiz^ b^w, and 
cover them with wealth and beauty. 

The earth not only produces every thing necesiaiy 
to support our bodies, but to remedy our diseases, and 
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gratify our senses* Who covered the earth with such 
a jpleasiog variety of fruits and flowers? Who gave 
them their deli^tful fragrance, and painted them with 
such excellent colours? Who causes the same water 
to whiten in the lily, that blushes in the rose? Do not 
these things indicate a Cause infinitely superior t0 
any finite being? Do they not directly lead us to be* 
lieve the existence of God, to.admire his goodness, to 
revere his power, to adore his wisdom, in ^o happily 
accommodating our external circumstances to our 
situation and internal constitution? 

3. But how are we astonished to behold the vast 
ocean, rolling its immense burden of waters! Who 
gave it such a configuration of particles as to render it 
movable by die least pressure, and at the same time 
so strong as to support the heaviest weights? Who 
spread out this vast highway of all the nations under 
heaven? Who gave it its regular ^ motion? Who 
confined it wid\in its bounds? A little more motion 
would disorder the whole world! A small incitement 
on the tide would drown whole kingdoms. Who 
restrains the prdud waves, when the tempest lifts them 
to the clouds? Who measured the great waters, and 
subjected them to invariable laws? That great Being, 
^^ who placed the sand foi^ the bound thereof, by a 
perpetual decree that it cannot pass; and though the 
waves thereof toss themselves, yet they cannot pre- 
vail; though they roar, yet can they not pass oven" 
With reason may we believe, that from the things that 
are made are clearly seen eternal power and wisdom* 
. 4. Passing b;^ the numerous productions and appen- 
dages of (he earth, let us rise from it and consider the 
body <rf air with which we are surrounded. What a 
convincing proof do we here find of the existence of 
(God! Such is the subtility and transparency of the 
aif,/that it receivies the rays of the sun and stars, con« 
veying. them with inconceivable velocity to objects on 
fhfi earth, rendering them visible, and ^e^eorating the 
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whole surface of the globe with an agreeable* inters 
mixture of light, shade^ and colours. But ^itt this air 
has a sufficient consistency atid strength to support 
clouds, and all the winged inhabitants. Had it been 
less subtile it would have ^intercepted the light. Had 
it been more rarVfied, it would not have supported its 
inhabitants, rior have afforded sufficient moisture for 
the purposes of respiration. What then but infinite 
wisdom could have tempered the air so nicely, as to 
give it sufficient strength to support clouds for rain, 
to afford wind for health, and at the same time to 
possess the power of convieying sound and light? How 
wonderful is this element! How clearly does it dis- 
cover infinite wisdom, power, and goodness! 

5. But when we cast our eyes up to the firmament 
of heaven, we clearly se^ that it declares God's handy 
work. Here the immense theatre of God's works opei^s 
upon us, and discloses ten thousand magnificent 
splendid objects. Wd dwindle to nothing in compari- 
son with this august scene of beauty, majesty ,^ and glo- 
ry. Who reared this vast arch over our heads? Who 
adorned it with so many shining objects, placed at 
such immense distances from each othek regular in ' 
tlitir nK)tions, invariably observing the laws to which^ 
they were originally subjected? Who placed the sun 
at such a convenient distance as not to annoy, but re» 
fresh us? Who, for so many ages, has caused him to 
rise and set at fiked times? Whose hand directs, and 
whose power restrains him in his course, causing hina 
to produce the agreeable changes of clay and night, as 
welh as the variety of seasons? 

The order, harmony, and regularity in the revolu- 
tions of the heavenly bodies, are such incontestable 
proofsof the exist** nee of God,that an eminent poet well 
said, ** An undevout astronomer is mad." In die time 
of Cicero, when the knowledge of astronomy was^vary 
imperfect, he did nothesitate todeclare, that inhis opin- 
ion the man \irhoasserted the heavenly bodies w«re not 
framed and movedby a divine understanding, waahim- 
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self void of all undjerstanding. Well indeed ia it said, 
that the heavens declare the glory of God. 

This great Beixig is every where present. He ex- 
ists all aroiind us. He is not, as we are apt to imagine, 
at a great distance. Wherever we turn, his image 
meets our view. We see him in the earth, in th^ 
ocean, in the air, in the sun, moon, and stars. We ' 
feel him in ourselves. He is always working round us; 
he performs the greatest operations, produces the no- 
blest effects^ discovers himself in a thousand different 
ways, and yet the real GOD remains unseen. All . 
parts of creation are equally under his ^inspection. 
Though he warms the breast of the highest angel in 
. heaven, yet he breathes life into the meanest insect on 
earth. He lives through all his works, supporting dl 
by the word of bis power. ;He shines in the verdure 
that clothes the' plains, in the lily that delights in the 
vale> and in the forest that waves on the mountaio* 
He supports the slender reed . that trembles in the 
breeae, and the stuhly oak diat defies the tempedC. 
His presence cheers the inanimate creation. 

Far in the wildemesS) where human eye never saw, 
where the savage foot never trod, there he bids die 
blooming forest smile, and the blushing rose opens its 
leaves to the morning sun. There he causes the feath^ 
ered inhabitants to whistle their wild notes to the Ibt* 
ening trees and echoing mountains. There nature 
liveis in all her wanton wildness. There the ravished 
eye, hurrying from scene to scene, is lost in one vast 
blush of beauty. From the dark stream that rolls 
through the forest, the silver scaled fish leap up, and 
dumbly mean the praise of God. Though man remain 
silent^ yet God will have praise. He regards, observes^ 
upholds, connects, and equals all. 

/ I'he belief of his ejtbtence is not a point of mere 
speculation and amusement. It is of inconceivable im^ 
portance to our present, as well as future felicity. But 
while we believe there is a God, we should be extreme* 
\y careful to ascertain, with as much accuracy as po^i* 
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l^le^wlmt ishisreal nature. The most prominent fea- 
tures of this are exhibited in that incomprehensible 
display of wisdom, power, and goodness, made in the 
works of creation* A virtuous man stands in a rela- 
tion to God which is peculiary delightful. Tl?c divine 
perfections are all engaged in his defence. He feels 
powerful in God's power, wise in his wisdom, good 
in his goodness. 

The vitious man, on the contrary, stands in a rela- 
tion to God, which isof all things the most dreadful. 
He is unwilling to know that God has sufficient wis- 
dom to search out all his wickedness, sufficient good- 
ness to the univer9e to determine to punish that 
wickedness, and sufficient power to execute that de- 
termination. A firm belief in the existence of God 
will heighten all the enjoymcrnts of life, atid, by con- 
forming our hearts to his will, will secure the appro- 
bation of a good conscience, and inspire us with the 
hopes of a blessed innnortality. 
. Never be tempted todisbelieve the existence of Gc^, 
when, tvtry thing around you proclaims it in a^an- 
guage too plain not to be understood. Never cast your 
eyes on crdation without* haying your souls expanded 
with this sentiment,^^ Therp is a God." When you sur- 
vey this globe of earth, with all its appendages; when' 
you behold it inhabited^by numberless ranks of crea- 
tures^ all moving in their proper spheres, ail verging 
to theirproperends, all animated bythe same'gt^at 
source oi life^ all supported at the same great bounte- 
ous taUe; when you behold not only the earth, but 
fhe ocean and the air, swarming with living creatures, 
aH happy in their situation^ when you belK>ld yonder 
SUA darting an effulgent blaze of glory over- the heav* 
ens, garnishing mighty worlds, and waking ten thou- 
sand songs of; praise; when you behold unnumberl^d 
systems diffused through vast immensity, clothed in 
splendour, and rolling in majesty; when you behold 
these things, your affeclioris will rise abovii all the vani- 
ties ot time; your full souls will struggle with ecstasy; 
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and your reason, passions, and feelings, alLunite^i 
will rush up to the skies, with a devout acknowledge 
ment of the existence, power, wisdom, and goodness 
ofGbd. ^ . • 

Let us behold him, let u» wonder, let us praise and 
adore. These things will make us happy. They will 
wean us from vice, and at^ch us to virtue. As a be* 
lief of the existence of God is a fundamental pohit of 
salvation, he who denies it runs the gres^est conceiv* 
^ble hazard. He resigns the satisfaction of a good con- 
science, quits the hopes of a happy immortality, and 
exposes himself to destruction. All this for what? for 
the shortlived pleasures of a riotous, dissolute life. 
How wretched, whenhe finds his atheistical confidence 
totally disappointed! Instead qf his beloved sleep and 
insensibility, with which he so fondly flattered himself 
he will find himself still existing after delbh, removed 
to a strange place; he will then find that there is a 
God, who will not suffer his rational creatures to fall 
into annihilation. as a refiige from the just punishment 
of th^ir crimes; he will find himself do(Mued to drag 
on a wretched train of existence in unavailing woe and 
lamentation. Alas! how astonished will he be to find 
himself plunged in the abyss of ruin and desperation! 
God forbid that any of us should act so unwisely as to 
disbelieve, when every thing around us proclaims his 
existence! ^ 



The Dignity of Human NatukeI 

iEXTRACT OF AN OrATJON DELIVERED AT RhODE* 

Island College, 1796. 

GUIDED by reason, man has travelled through 
the abstruse regions of the philosophic world. 
He has originated xules by which he can direct the ship 
through the pathless ocean, and nieasure the comet's 
flight over the fields of unlimited space* He hasestab* 
Itshed society ^d government. He can aggregate the 
profusions of every climate, and every season. He can 
melipraie tbe severity, and reo^edy the imperfectioo8» 
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of nature faerseUl All these things he can perforin by 
die assistanoe of reason. 

By imagmation, man seems to verge towards crea- 
tive power. Aided by this, he can perform all the 
wonders of sculpture and paintkig. He can almost 
make the marble speak. He can almost make the 
brook murmur down the painted landscape. Often, on 
the pinions of imagination, he soars aloft where the 
eye has never travelled; where other stars glitter on 
the mantle of night, and a more effulgent sim lights 
up the blushes of morning. Flying from world to 
world, he gazes on all the glories of creation; or, 
lighting on the distant margin of the universe, darts 
the eye of fancy over the mighty void, where power 
creative never yet has energized; where existence still 
aleeps in the wide abyss of possibili^. 

By imagination he can travel back to the source of 
time; converse with the successive generations of men, 
and kindle'into emulation while he si^ffveys the monu- 
meiHal trophies of ancient art and glory. He can sail 
down the stream of time until he loses ^^ sight <4' stars 
and sun, by wandering into those retired parts of eter* 
nity, when the heavens and the earth shaH be no 



more." 



To these unequivocal characteristics cf greatness in 
man, let us adduce diejff stimony of nature herself. 
Surrounding creation subserves the wants and pro* 
olaims the dignity of ,man« ^or him day and night 
visit the world. For him the seasons walk their 
splendid round. For him the earth teems with riches, 
and the heavens smile with beneficence. 

All creation is accurately adjusted to hi§ capaci^ for 
bUss. He tastes the dainties of festivity, breathes tha 
perfumes of morning, revels on die chairms of melody, 
and regales his eye with all the painted beauties of 
vision* Whatever can please, whatever can charm, 
whatever can expand the soul with ecstasy of bliss, al* 
kms and solicits his attention. All things beautiful, all 
Aia^ grand, aUthbgs sublime, appear in native love- 
tlaess^and piroffer men die richest pleasinrea of fruition. 
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Infernal GaKFEUBNCE. 

Satan T?RIENDS, and coafederates, welcottie! 

* Ju . for this proof 
Of your affiance, thanks. On every call|^ 
Whether we need your counsel or your atniS) 
Joyful I see your ready zeal displays 
Yirtuea, which hell itself cannot corrupt. 
I mean not to declaun: the occasion told 
Speaks its own import, and the time's despatch 
All waste of words forbids. God's Son on eart);^ , 
Christ, the reveal'd Mesaias, how t^ oppose 
Is now the question} by what force, or power; 
fTemptatioDs have been tried, I name not them;) 
Or dark conspiracy, we may puUdown 
This Sun of Righteousness from bis bright sphere. 
Declare, who can. I pause for a reply. 

Baaf. Why thus on me, as I were worthy; me. 
Lost being like yourselves; as I alone 
Could compfiss this high argument; on me. 
Least in your sapient conclave; why you poin^ 
These scrutinizing looks, I muse; and, aw'd 
By this your expe^ctation, fain would shrink 
From the great task to silence, had you not 
OVr these poor faculties such fuU control. 
As to put by all pleas, and call them forth 
In heaven or earth,, or hell's profound abyss, 
Yours in all uses, present at all hours. 
Our kingly chief hath told us we are met 
To combat Chrfst on earth. Be't so! We yet 
May try our fortune in another field; 
Worse fortune than in heaven befel our arms 
Worse downfal than to hell, we cannot prove. 
But with the scene our action too must change; 
How? to what warfare? Circumvention, fraud. 
Seduction; these are earthly weapons; these 
As man to man opposes, so must we 
To Christ incarnate* Thefe be some, vbp cxy> 

S 
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Hence with such dastard arts! War, open war! 

I honor such bold counsellors, and yield 

All that I can, my praise: till one be found, 

One that may riv^l God's own Son in power. 

And miracle to mira<:le op]X)se, 

More than my .praise I cannot; my assent 

I will not giva; 'twere madness. And how war 

With God? what arms may we employ 'gainst him, 

Whose very prophets can call down h<;aven's firea 

Upon our'priests and altars? For myself, 

What pQ;wers I had I shall not soon forget; 

What Uiave left I know, and for your use ^ ^ 

Shall hLiband as I may, not vainly risk * . . ] 

Where they must surely fail. The Jews pretend 

That Christ colludes with Beelzebub; the Jews 

As far mistake my nature as my name. 

The fallacy, O peers. Confutes itself, 

Forg'rfvo disparage Christ, not honor me. 

Oh! that I had his wonder-working powers^ : 

I'm not that fool to turn them on myself: 

No, my brave friends, I've yet too much to lose.^ ' 

Therefore no more of Beelzebub and Christ; 

No league, no compact can we hold together. 

What then ensues? Despau!' Perish the thought? 

The brave renounce it, and the wise prevent; 

You are both wise and brave. Our leader says 

Temptations have been tried, and tried in vain, 

Himself the tempter. Who will tread that ground 

Where he was foil'd? For Adam a mere toy. 

An apple serv'd; Christ is not brib'd by worlds: 

So much the second Man exceeds the first 

In strength and glory. But though Christ himself 

Will not be tempted, those who hear him may: 

Jews may beurg'd tp envy, to reVenge, 

To murder: a rebellious race of old! 

Wist ye not what a train this preacher hath. 

What followers, what disciples? These are men, -^ 

Mer*^ men, fr6il sons of Adam, born in sin. . 

Here is pur hppet I leave it to your thoughts^ 
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Moloch. My thou^ts, it see^is are known before I 
speak; 
War, open war is all my note. I rise 
To thank the prophet, who thus reads my hearty 
Where honesty should wear it, in my fjvce; 
That face from danger I did never hide; 
How til en. from him? Nor am I by his praise 
More hopor'd than: by his dissenting voice: 
For Avliilst he counsels circumvention, fraud, 
Seduction, (if my memory wrong his words 
I yield it to correction) we stand off, 
Wide as the poles apart. Much I had hop'd, 
When the great tempter fail'd, and in your ears 
Sung Jhis own honor's dirge, we had heard the last 
Of plots and mean temptavons; mean I call them^ 
For great names cannot sanctify mean deeds. 
Satan himself knows I oppos'd th' attempt^ 
AppeaPd, protested; my thrice hofior'd chief 
Knows it full well, and blushes for th' evenU 
And are W0 now caballing how t' outwit 
.A few poor harmless fishermen; f6r such 
Are Christ's disciples; how to gull aild eheat 
Their simple hearts of honesty? Oh peers, 
For shame, if not for pity, leav^ them that, 
That beggars virtue. And \9 this the thenie, 
The mighty. theme, which now emplcqrs the thoughts 
Of your immortal synod? Sham«, Oh shame!- 
Princes, dominions, arch-angelic thrones, 
Impeiial lords! These were your titles oncj?;. 
By these names ye were known above the stars: 
Shame not your ancient dignities, nor sink ; i 

Beneath the vilest of the sons of men^ 
Whisperers, informers, spips. If Christ be God; ^ ; 
Fight, as becometh you to fight, with God: 
If man, and sure his birth beppeaks no mqre, 
Why all this preparation^ this consult. 
These mighty machination.s sind cabals? 
Off with your foe at once; dismiss him hence 
Where all his brother prpphets have bs^n sent; 
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Where his precursor John is gone before; 
Whose voice still echoes through this wilderiEiess; 
" Repent ye, for God's kingdom is at hand! 
Prepare ye the Lord's way?' It is prepar'd; 
It leads to death; it marshals him the road 
To that oblivious bourne, whence none return. 
Herod jrct lives; another royal feast, 
Another wanton dance, and he,'for whom 
So many innocents were slain, shall fall. 
Once vanquish'd, are we therefore to despair? 
In heav'n, unequal battle we provok'd; 
'i^hough vast our host, the million was with God. 
On earth, inquire of all the nations round 
Whom they will serve; with one voice they reply^ 
We ar^ their gods; they feed us with their blood, 
Their sons and daughters they make pass through fii^e 
To do us grace; if their own flesh they give, 
Shall they withhold to sacrifice a foe? 
Twelve tribes were all Jehovah had on earth, 
And ten are tost; of this small remnant, few 
And wretched are the friends that league with heav'n* 
And where is now Christ's promis'd reign on eartti^ 
When God's own servants rise against his Son, 
And those, to whom the promises were giv'n, 
Revolt from their Messias, can we wish 
Greater revenge? What need have we to tempt 
Those who have hearts rebellious as our own, 
As prompt to malice, no less prone to vex 
God's righteous Spirit? And let come what maj^, 
It comes not to our loss, rather our gain. 
Let God arise to vengeance; let him pour 
Destruction on his temple, whose proud height 
Our chief can witness, measur'd by his fell: 
Let him not leave one stone upon another, 
As his rash Son hath menacM; let his 'wrath 
Through all the inhospitabk earth disperse 
His scatter'd tribes; such ever be the fate 
Of all his worshippers! May scorn, contempt, 
Derision ^e'their lot, afid may their God, 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 209 

N^ever rec&l his curse! Are we, O peers. 
To mourn for his Jt^rusalem? Our joy 
Spruigs irom. confusioQ: ^nmity 'iwixt God 
An4 man is our best triumph. For myself, 
War is my harvest; then my aU^s blaae 
Brightest) when human victims feed the flami^* 

BeliaL After so many peaceful age6 past 
Since first emerging from hell's dark abyss, 
Roused by our arch-angelic chief, we^pruiig 
Up to this middle region, and here seiz'd 
On this terrestrial globe, created first ' 
For man, our vassal now, where, at fuU^ase^ 
Lords- of the elements and gods ador'd, 
We reign and revel undisturbed of Heav'n. 
If God, whose jealousy be sure ill brooks 
That this fair world should be so long possessed 
By us his exil'd angels, imd^his name. 
Pent up in Palestine, should now arous^ 
His slumbering wrath, and his best strength put forth 
To wrestle for lost empire, and our eardi, 
As we in evil hour his heaven, assail; 
Who of this mighty synod but must own 
The provocation warrants the retort? 
If then the Maker of mankin4 hath cause 
To meditate their rescue, w^ no. less 
Have cause t' oppose th' attempt, and hold them fast 
To their allegiance in despite of Heav'n. 
Much then we owe to our great leader's care^ 
Who, ever watchful o'er the public weal. 
Calls us to t^is full coimGil, here'to meet t 
In grave consult how best we may repair 
Past disappointments, and repel the spite 
Of this new Champion, levell'd at our shrines* 
Great is the trouble of my thoughts, O peers, 
And much perplex'd am I with doubts, what nane, 
Nature, and oii^ce to ascribe to Christ; 
In form the lowliest of the sons of men. 
In miracles omnipotent as Ck>d; 
Whose voice controls the stoutest of our host* , 

S2 



/ 



210 THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

Bids the graves open atid^ their dead come forth^ 
Whose very touch is health; who with a glance 
Pervades each heart, absolves it or cbndemi^; 
Whose virgin Wrth credulity scarce owns^ 
And nature disavows, PraisM to att time. 
Immortal as himself be the renown 
Of that wise spirit, who shall devise the me^^ 
By force or fraud to overthrow Ae power 
Of this ntystenbus foe: what shall I say? 
Priest, Prophet, King, Messias, Son of God? 
Yet how God's unity, which wdl we know 
Endures no second, should adopt a Son, 
And essence indivisible divide, ' 

Baffles my weak conjecture. Let tfiatpass*"* 
To such hard doctrines I subscribe no faith: 
I'll call him man inspired, and wait till death 
Gives sentence of mortality upon him. 
Meanwhile let circumspection on our part 
Fitt jrlLthe anxious interim; alarm 
Rome's jealousy: stir up the captious spleen 
Of the proud Pharisee; beset him round 
With snares to catch him; urge the envious pnests, 
For envy still beneath the altar lurks; 
And note the man he trusts. Mammon could tell, 
Though Mammon boasts not of his own success. 
How few rfhuihari mould have yet withstood- 
His glitteringv golden lures. The sword can kiD 
Man's body; gold destroys hh very soul. 
Yet mark me well, I counsel not to tempt 
The Master; poverty can do no more 
Than his own mortifying penance does, 
-|Iunger and thirst and obstinately starve, 
When his mere wish could make the rock^ springs 
And its hard fragments, bread. Yet sure I am 
All are not Christ's in heirr, who with their Itps^ 
Confess him; these are men, and therefore fraiJ, 
Frail and corruptible. And let none say. 
Fear prompts this counsel;; I disclaim all fe^ 
But for the gen^rsd cai»c^ In every heart 
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Nature faad built my altar; every sect. 
Nation and langnage with cme voice oon£efift 
Pleasure the sovereign good. The Stoic churl, 
The dogged cynic anarUng in his tub, 
And idl Sie nagged moralizing crew, , 

Are hypocrites; p)iilosophy itself 
Is but my votary beneath a cloak* 
It harms not me, though every idol god 
Were tumbled from his base; alike I scorn 
Sampson's strong nerve and Daniel's flaming aesd: 
And let Christ preach his mortifying rules; , 
Let him go forth through all the Gentile world, 
And on the ruin of our fanes erect 
His church triumphant o'er the gates of hell, 
Still, still man's heart will draw the secret, sigh 
For pleasures unenjoyed; the gloomy cell 
And melancholy fast, the midnight prayer. 
And pale contrition weeping o'er her lamp, 
Are penances from which the sense Revolts, 
Fines, that compounding superstition pays 
For pleasures past, or bribes, for mor^ to come. 

Satan. Enough of this vain boast, 
More than enough of these voluptuous strains. 
Which, though they lull the ear, disarm the soul 
Of its best attribute* Not gaudy flowers 
Are cull'd for med'cine, but the humble weed* 
True wisdom, ever frugal of her speech. 
Gives sage advice in plain and homely words* 
The sum of all our reasoning ends in this. 
That nothii^ but the death of Christ can solve 
The myst'ry of his nature: till he falls. 
Scarce can I say we stand. All voices then. 
Though varying in the means, conspire his death; 
Some cautiously as Baal; some with zesd 
Precipitate as Moloch, whose swift thou^ 
Vanlts over all impedimenlas to sei&e 
The goal of his ambition; But, O peers, 
Ours is no trivial care; direct your sight 
Along lAie ranks e# diait redeemed bost^ 
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On us hangs all their s^feQr. Night and day' 
My anidous thooghts are lab'ring in their cause; 
And whilst Christ walks the earth, I take no restf 
A watchful spy forever at his side, 
Noting each word and deed; sometimes I mix 
With the selected Twelve that page his step&; 
Of these, though some have waver'd, non^.is fiilse 
Save one alone, Iscariot he by name; 
The taint of avarice hath touched his heart; 
IVe mark'd him for my own* Hear, princes, heaijif . 
This night the priests and elders will convene 
Their secret conclave: I am in ^heir hearts. 
Burning with envy, malice, and revenge, , 

Their only thought is how to tangle Christ, 
In whom of force I own no guile is found, 
But gentleness instead^ and perfect truth; 
A lamb in nature without spot and pure; 
Fit victim therefore for their Paschal rites, 
Which now are near at hapd: af)t is the hour, 
Apt are the instruments. What now remains 
But to send forth a tempter to persuade 
Iscariot to betray his Master's life, 
And damn himself for gold? Speak, is there one-. 
One in this patriot circle, whom all eyes 
Point Out this emprise? Most sure there is; 
Belial hath well predicted of our choice: 
Mammon, stand forth! on thee the election lights. 
Mammon. Prince of this world! to whom these 
armies owe, 
(Lost but for thee in everlasting night) 
The glorious prospect of yon rising sun, 
'Tis not t'evade the labor, but prevent 
The failure of your hopes, that I Ijeseech 
Your wisdom to cofrect its choice, and lodge 
This arduous embassy in abler hands: 
Nathless, if such your will, anil my compeers 
Adjudge me to this service, I submit. 
In me is no repugnance, no delay; 
For ever what theise toiling hands pould do, 
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Or patient thoughts devise, that I have done; 

Whether in heav'n ordain'd to undermine 

God's adamantine throne, or doom'd to dig 

The solid sulphur of hell's burning soil, 

Fearless I wrought, and were there no tonguea else 

To vouch my services, these scars would speak. 

How many daintier spirits do I see 

Fair as in heav'n and in fresh bloom of youth, 

Whilst I, with shriveli'd sinews, cramp'd and scorch'd, 

'Midst pestilential damps and fiery blasts, - 

Drag as you see, a miserable load, 

Age-struck without the last resource of death: 

This for niyself: no more* You're not to learn 

The snares which I employ art golden dnareft; 

These are my arts; and like the crafty slave, 

Who in Rome's circus hurls the fatal net 

Over his fierce pursuer, so oft times 

Have I entangled the proud hearts of men. 

And made their courage stoop to shameful bribes^ ~ 

Paid for dishonest deeds, peijuries and plots. 

That draw them off from God, who else had fiU'd 

H?8 courts ere now with guests, and peopled heav'n* 

These weapons and these hands yod still comfldaiuii 

So dear I hold the general cause af^heaft. 

So disciplin'd am I m duty's achooi, 

That reckless of all hazard I present 

Myself your servant, or, if so fate wilb, 

Vouf sacrifice: for though from mortal man 

Discomfiture I dread not; yet if Christ, 

Whom the great tempter foil'd not, shall stand forA 

The champion of his followers, witness for me, 

You, my brave peen», and this angelio hodt, 

I sought not this bold height, whence, if I fal^i 

I do but fall where Satan could not 6tand» 

Satan, Go then; 
Go, brave adventurer, go where g^ory calls: 
Auspicious thoughts engender in my breast, 
And now prophetic visions burst upon sae: 
I see the traitor Judas with a band 
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Of midnight ruffians seize his peaceful X.ordt 
They drag Him to the bar, accuse, condemn; 
He bleeds, be dies] Darkness involves the rest. 
Ascend the air, brave spirit, and midst the shout 
®f grateful myriads wing thy course to fame. 



Extract FROM Mr. Pitt's Speech in the Brit- 
-* isH Parliament, May 13, 1777. 

MtfLordsy 

THIS is a flying moment; perhaps bi^t six weeks 
left to arrest the dangers that surround us. It is 
difficult for government, after all that has passed, to 
shake handd with defiers of the king, deficrs of the par- 
liament, defiers of the people. I am a defier of nobody; 
but if an end is not put to this w^r, tliere is an end to * 
this kingdom. I do not trust my judgment in my pres- 
ent state! of liealth; this is the judgment of my Better 
days; the result of forty years' attention to AdlaHca. 
They are rebels! but what are they rebels for? SUrely 
not for defending their unquestionable rights! What 
have these rebels done heretofore! I remember when 
they raised four regimetits on their own; bottom, and 
took Louisbourg from the veteran troops, of France. 

But their .excesses have been great! I do not mean 
their panegyric; but must observe, in extetiuation, the 
erroneous and infatuated counsels, which have pre- 
vailed. The door to mercy and justice has been shut 
against them. But they may still be taken up upon 
the grout^s of their fornfter submis«nop. I state tp you. 
the impoitance of America; it is a double market; i9 
market of jconisumption^ aod a market of supply. This 
double market for millions with naval stores, you are 
giving ta your hereditary rival. . 

America has carried you through fpur wars, and 
will now carry you to your death, if you d.o not take 
things in time. In the sportsman's phrase, when you 
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have found yourselyes at faulty you must try back«^ 
You have ransacked every comer of lower Saxony; 
but forty thousand German boprs never can conquer 
ten times the number of British freemen* They may 
ravage; they cannot conquer. But you would conquer, 
you say! Why, what would you conquer? the map of 
America? I am ready to meet any general officer on 
the subject* 

What will you do out of the protection of j'our fleet? 
In the winter, if together, they are starved; and i£ 
dispersed, they are takan off in detail I am experi- 
enced in spring hppes zod vernal promises* I know 
what iflinisters throw out; but at last will come your 
equinoctial disappointment* They tell you-r-what? 
That your army will be as strong .as- it was last year, 
*" when it was not strong enough* You have gained noth« 
ing in America but stations. You have been three 
years teaching them the art of war* They are apt 
scholars; and I will venture to tell your lordships, that 
the American gentry will make officers enough, fit to 
command the troops of all the European powers* 
What you have sent there, are too many to make 
peace, too few to make war. 

If you conquer them, what then? You cannot make 
them respect yon; you cannot make them wear your 
cloth* You will plant an invincible hatred in their 
breasts agaiiist you. Coming from the stock they do, 
they can never respect you. If ministers are founded 
in saying there is no sort of treavy with France, there 
is still a moment left; the point of honor is still safe* 
France must be as self-destroying as England, to 
^ake a treaty while you are giving her Ainerica, at 
the expense of twelve millions a year. The intercourse 
has produced every thing to France; and England^ 
poor old England must pay for all* 

I have at difierenttimes made different propositions, 
adapted to the circumstances in which they were offer- 
ed* The plan contained m the former bill is now im* 
pr^ctipable; th^ prjssent motion will tell you where 
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you are, and what you have now to depend upon. It 
may produce a respectabie division in Ameiica, and 
idanrmity at home. It will give America an oj^mi: 
she has yet made no option. You have said, Lay 
down your arms, and she has given you the Spartm°i 
answer, ^^ Come and take them." . 

I Will get out of my bed, on Monday, to move for 
an immediate redress of all their greivances, and fctt* 
continuing to them the right of disposing of their own 
property. This wilLbe the herald of peace; this will 
open the way for treaty ; diis will diow that pariiament 
is sincerely disposed. Yet still much must be left tQ> 
trea^. Should you conquer this people; you conquer 
under the cannon of France; under a masked battery 
dien ready to open. The moment a treaty with France 
appears, you must declare war, though you had only 
five ships of the line in England: but France will de- 
fer a treaty as long possible. 

You are now at the mercy of every little German 
chancery; and the pretensions of France will increase 
daily, so as to become an avowed party in either peace 
dr war. We have tried for unconditional submission; 
let us try what can be gained by unconditional re«^ 
dre^s. Less dignity will be lost in the repead, than in 
stibtnitting to the den[uinds of German chanceries. 
We are the aggressors. We have invaded them. We 
have invaded them as niuch as the Spanish armada 
invaded England. Mercys cannot do harm; it will 
seat the king where he ought to be, throned on the 
hearts of the people; and millions at home and abroad, 
now employed in obloquy or revolt, would then pfiiy 
ferhim. 
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■ 

On the Day of J[ud(5mekt. 

AT midnight, whenttiankitid arc wrappM in peace^ 
An4 worldly fancy feeds on golden dreams; 
To give more dread to man's most dreadiul hour; 
At midnight, 'tis pfesumM, this pomp will burst 
From tenfold darkness; sudden as the spark 
From smitten steel ,^ from nitrous grain the blaze« 
Man, starting from his couch, shall sleep no more! 
The day is broke, which never more shall close! 
Above, around, beneath, amazement all! 
Terror and glory join'd in their extremes! 
Our God in grandeur, and our world on fire! 
All nature struggling in the pangs of death! 
Dost thou not hear her? Dost thou not deplore 
Her strong convulsions, and her final groan? 
Where are we now? Ah me! the ground is gone, 
On which we stood, LORENZO! ^vhile thou mayst, 
Provide more firm support, or sink forever! 
Where? how? from whence? vain hope! It is too late? 
Where, where^ for shelter, shall the guilty fly. 
When consternation turns the good man pale? 

Great day! for which all other days were made; - 
For which earth rose from chaos^ man from earth;' 
And an eteflfiity, the date of gods. 
Descended on poor earth*created man! 
Great day of dread, decision, and despair! 
At thought of thee, each sublunary wish 
Lets go its eager grasp, and drops the world; 
And catches at each reed of hope in heav'n. 
At thought of thee! And art thou abs^t then, 
LORENZO! no; 'tis here; it is begun; 
Already is begun the grand assize, 
In thee, in all. Deputed conscience scales 
The dread tribunal, and forestals our doom: 
Forestals; and by forestalling, proves it sure. 
Why on himself should man i7^7rf judgment pass? 

T 
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Is idle nature laugh ig at her sons? 

Who conscience sent, her sentence will support, 

And God above assert that God in man. 

Thrice happy they, who enter now the court 
Heav'n opeps in their bosoms: but how rare! 
Ah me! that magnanimity how rare! . >. 
What hero Uke the man who stands himself^ 
Who diares to ineet his naked heart alone; 
Who hears, intrepid, the full charge it brings, 
Resolv'd to science future murmurs there? 
T]be coward flies; and flying is undone. 
(Art thou a coward? No.) The coward flies; 
Thinks, but thinks slightly^ asks, but fears to AfO^; 
Asks *^ What is truth?" with Pilate; and retiresi 
Dissolves the ^ourt, and mingles with the throng; 
Asylum sad! from reason, hope, and heav'n! 

Shall all, but man, look out with ardent eye. 
For that great day, which was ordain'dybr man? 
O day of consummation! Mark supreme 
rif men are wise) of titiman thoughtl nor least, 
Or in the sight of angels, or their Kind 
Angels, whose radiant circles, height o^r height. 
Order o'er ofder rising, blaze o*er blaze. 
As in a theatre, surround this scene. 
Intent on man, and anxious for his fate: 
A^ngels look out for thee; for thee, their Lord, 
To vindicate his glory; and for thee, 
Creation universal calls aloud, 
To disinvolve the moral world, and give 
To Nature's renovation brighter charm?. 
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The Dissipated Oxford Student; a Dialogue 

BETWEEN A BROTHER, AND HIS TWO Sl&TERS. 

Lionel, Lavini a, arid Camilla. 

J . . T TOW do you do, girls, how do you do? I 
^^^^^ ' XjL .am glad to see you, upon.my soul I am. 

[Shaking them hard by the hand. 

Lavinia, I thought, brother, you had been at Dr. 
Ma»x:hinpnt's! 

Lion. All in good time, my dear; I shall certainly 
visit 'the old gentleman before long. 

Lav. Gracious, Lionel! — If my mother , 

Hon. My dear little Lavinia, [Chuciing her under 
the chin] I have a mighty notion of making visits at 
my own time and appointment, instead of my mam- 
ma's. 



Lav. O Lionel! and can you just now- 



Lien. Come, come, don't let us waste our predouft 
moments in this fulsome moralizing. If I had not 
hickily been hard by, I should not have known the 
coast was clear. Pray where are the old folks gone 
tantivying. 

Camilla. To Cleves. 

JLion. To Cleves! What a happy escape! I was up- 
on the point of going thither myself. Camilla, what is 
the msitter with thee, my little duck? ^ \ 

Cam. Nothing — I am only thinking — Pray whca- 
fk> you go to Oxfoi^d? 

Lion. Poh, poh, what do you talk of Oxford for?^ 
you ha'^e grown quite stupid, girl. I believe you have 
Jived too long with that old maid of a Margland. Pray- 
how does that dear creature do? I am afraid she will 
grow melancholy from not seeing me so long. Is she 
as pretty as she used to be? I have some notion of 
sending her a suitor. 

Imp. O brother, is it possible you can have such ^ 
spirits?' 
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Lion» O hang it; if one is not merry when one caa^ 
what is the world good for? Besides, I do assure you, 
I fretttd so consumedly hard at first, that for the life 
of me I can fret no longer. 

Cam. But why are you riot at Dr. Marchmont's? 
"^ Lion. Because, my dear soul, you can't conceive 
how much pleasure these old doctors take in lectur- 
ing a youngster who is in any disgrace. 

Cam. Disgrace! 

L{jv, At all events, I beseech vou to be a little care-* 
ful; I would not have my poor mother find you.her^ 
for the world. 

Lion. O, as to that, I defy her to desire the meet- 
ing less than I do. But come, let us talk of some- 
thing else. How go on the classics? Is my old friend. 
Dr. Qrkborne, as chatty and amusing as ever? 

Cam. My dear' Lionel, I am filled with apprehen- 
sion and perplexity. Why should my mother wish 
not to see you? And why— and how is it possible ypu 
can wish not to see her? 

Lion, \yhat, don't you know it all? 

Cam* I only know that something is wrong; but 
how, what, or which way, I hav.c not heard. 

Lion. Has not Lavinia told you, then? 

Lav. No; I could be in no haste to give, her so 
much pain. 

Li07i. You are a good girl enough. But how canae 
you here, Camilla? and what is the reason you have 
not seen my mother yourself? 

Cam. Not seen her! I have been with her thift half 
hour. ,\ . 

Lion. What! and in all that time did s^e^i^^ot tell 
you? _ '^ . . 

Cam» She did not name you* ; 

Lion. .Is it possible? Well^ she is a noble cteature, I 
must ^confess. I wonder how she could ever have $uch 
a son. And I am still fess like my father ithan I ani. 
like her#. J bt-lieve.in my conscience, I wa9 changed in 
the cradle. Will you own me, young ladies, if sojnc 
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villanous attorney or exciseman should claipi me by 
and by? 

Cam. Dear Lionel, do explain to me what has hap- 
pened. You talk so wildly, that you make me think 
it important and trifling twenty times in a minute. 

Lion. O, a horrid business! Lavinia must tell you. 
I'll withdraw till she has done. Don't despise me,, 
Camilla. I am confounded sorry, I assure you. [Go'^ 
ings imd then immediately teturning'.y Come^ upon 
the whole, I had better tell it to you myself: for she'll 
tpsikt such a dismal ditty of it, that it won't be over 
this half yeajL The sooner we have done with it, the 
better. It will only put you out of spirits. You 
must know I was^ in rather a bad scrape at 0;dbrd 
last yea r 

Cam, Last year! and you never told us of it before! 

Lion. O, 'twas about something ypu would not un- 
derstand; so I shall not mention peirticulars now. It 
is enough for you to know, that two or three of us 
wanted a little cash! Well, so ■■■ ' in short, I sent a 
letter^— somewhat of a threatening sortr— toold uncle 
Relvil; and-— 

Cam. O Lionel! ^ 

Lion. O, I did not sign it It was <Mily begging a 
little money, which he dan afford to spare very well; 
and just telling him, if he did not send it to a certain 
place which I mentioned, Jie would have his brains 
blown out. 

* Cam. How horrible! 

, Lion, Poh, poh; he had only to send the moftey, 
you know, and then his brains might keep their place. 
Besides, you can't suppose there was gunpowder in the 
wotds J though, to be sure, the letter was charged with 
a few volleys of oaths. But, would you believe it! the 
poor old gull was fool etiough actu^ly tcs send the 
money where it was directed. 

Lav. Hold, hold, Lionel! I cannot endure to hear 
you speak . in such disgraceful terms o£ that worthy 
man. How could you treat that excellent uncle ia 

T2 
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Buoh a cttiel manner! How* could you find a heart to 
swear at so metk, so benevolent, 90 indulgent—*— * 

Lion. My dear little chicken, don't be so precise 
and old maidtsh. Don't you know it is a relief to a " 
Man's mind to swear a few cutting oaths now and 
ti|en, wlien he's in a passion? wheo^ all the time he 
would no more do harm to the people he swears at^ 
than you would, who mince out all your words as if 
you were talking treason, and thought every man a 
spy that heard you. It is very innocent refreshment 
to a man's mind, my dcfar. But the difficulty is, you 
know nothing of the world, * 

Cam. Fie, brother! You know how sickly our uncle 
has always been, and how easily he might be alarmed. 

Uon. Why, yes, Camilla; I really think it was a 
very wicked trick; and I would give half my little 
fioger that I had not drine it. But it's overs now, you 
know; so what signifies making the wofst of it^ 

Cam* And did he not discover you?' , j 

Lion, No; I gave him particular orders in my let- 
ter not tq' attempt any thing of that sprt; assuring him 
there were spies about him to watch his proceemngs* 
Th^ good old simpleton took it all for gospel. So there 
the matter ended. Howefver, as ill luck would have 
it, about three months ago we wanted another sum ■ ■ , 

Lav. And couldyou a^^ain— — 

Lion. Why, my dear, it was only taking a little of 
my own fortune beforehand, for I am his heir; so we 
lill agreed it was merely robbing myself; for wi had 
several^onsultatio^s about it;andoheof usis tobca 
lawyer. 

Cam. But you give me some pleasure here; for I 
had never heard that my uncle had m^de you his heir« 

Lion.- Nfeithi^ had I, my deary; but I take it for 
granted, besides, our little laivyer put it into my head. 
Ay ell, we wrote again, and f.oldthe poor old soul, far 
which I assiare you I am heartily penitent, that if lie 
did not send me double the sum, in the same man-. 
Aer, without delay, his house was to be set ©n fct?j 
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while he and all his family were in bed and askep. 
•Now don't make faces and shruggings; for I promiae 
you, I think already I deserve to be hung for giving 
him the fright; though I would not really hurt the 
hair of his head for half his fortune^ But who could 
have guessed that the old codger wo^ld have bitten 
so reskdily? The money, however, came; and we 
thought the business all secure, and agreed to get 
the same sum annually. 

Cam. Annually! O horrible! 

Lion* Yes, my darling. You have too conception 
how conveni#Bt it would have been for our extr^ e%» 
penses. But unluckily uncle c^ew worse, and went 
abroad^ and then consulted w itn some crab of a friend, 
and that friend, with some demagogue of a magistrate, 
and so all is now blown. However, we have managed 
it so cleverly, that it cost them neariy three months to^ 
find it out; owing, I must confess, to poor uncle's 
cowardice, in not making his inquiries before the 
money was carried off, and he himself beyond the 
sea. lihe other particulars Lavinia must give you; 
for I have talked of it now till I have made myself 
quite sick. Do tell me some diverting story to drive 
it a little dut of my head. But, by the way, pray 
what has Carried the old folks tc^Cleves? Have they 
gone to tell this sad tale to unde Hugh, so that I 
might lose him too?- 

Lav, No; your aiBicfed parentli are determmed not 
to name it. They are striving that nobody else shal^ 
know any thing of the matter except Dr. Marchmont, 
* Lion* Well, they are good souls, it must be acknow* 
lodged. I wish I deserved them better. I wish too it 
was not. such plaguy dull business to be good. I con- 
fess, gtrls, it wounds my conscience to think how. I 
have afflicted my parents, especially my poor mother, 
who is not so well able to bear it. But when one is at 
Oxford, or in London^-*>your merry blades ttjere, I 
can't deny it, my dear sisters, your merry blades there, 
are but ^d fellows. Yet ther^ is svich fun, such spirit. 
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such gamine sport ^monj^ them^ I cannot, Jbr my 
life, keep out of the way. Besides, you have no con- 
ception, young ladies, what a by-word you soon be- 
come ampng them, if they find you f inching* Biit 
this is little to the purpose; for you know nothiAg of 
life yet, poor things. 

Lav* I would not for the world say any thing to 
pain you, niy dear brother; but if this is what you call 
life, I wish we never might Jtnow any thing of it. I' 
wish more, that you had been so happy as never to 
have known it. You pity out ignorance-— we pity 
your folly. How strangely infatuated ^you are! Butr 
yet I will hope, thvt, in future, your first study will 
be to resist such dangerous examples, and to shun 
such unworthy friends* Pray reflect one moment ott 
the distressing situation of your dear parents, who can^ 
not endure your presenc-e-, through the poi^ancy xjf 
grief! What labours and hardships has your poor fa« 
ther encountered, to gain wherewithal to support you 
at the University! And what ia your return! Such, my 
dear brother, as will soon bring down bis gray hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. As for your pdor mother, it 
is quite uncertain whether any of us ever see her again, 
as your injured uncle has sent for her oyer sea to atr 
tend hini in his sickness; and to-morrow she sets out* 
She has left it in solemn charge with me, to deliver 
you a message from her, which, if you have any sen- 
sibility remaining, will cut you to the heart. 

lAon. I know she can have said nothing worse tham. 
1 expect, or than I merit. Probe me, 'then, Laviiia^ 
without delay. Keep me not in a moment's suspense. 
I feel a load of guilt upO(n me, and begin sincerely to 
repents She is acting towards me like an angel; and 
if she were to command me to turn hermit, I know I 
ought to obey her. 

Lav. Well, then, my mother says, my dear Lio- 
nel, that the fraud you have practised 

Lionm The fraud! what a horrid wordi Why it 
was a mere trick! a joke! a frolic! just to make'ati 
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okl hunks open his purse-strings to his natural heir* 
I am astonished at my mother! I really don't care 
whether I Jiear another syllable. 

Lav» Well, then, rtiy dear Lionel, I will wait till 
you are calmer: my mother, I am sure, did not mean 
to irritate but to convince, 

Lian» [Striding about the room.'] My mother makes 
no allowances* She has no faults herself, and for that 
reason she thinks nobody else should have any. Be* 
sides, how should she know what it is to be a young 
man? and jto want a little cash, and not to know how 
. to get it? 

Lav. But I am sure, if you wanted it for any pro^ 
per purpose, my father would have denied himself 
every thing, in order to supply you, 

Uom Yes, yes; butsuj^ese I want it for a purpoae 
that is not proper, how am I togejtit ihen? 

Cam. Why, then, my jclear Lionel, Burdy you mUttt 
be sensible you ought to go without it. 

Lion. Ay, that's as you girls ^ay; who know noth- 
ing of the matter.' If a young man, when he goes 
into the world, were to make such a speech as that, 
he would be pointed at. Besides, wl^m mu^t h^ liye^ 
wuhf You don't svippose he is tQ shut himself up, 
with a few musty books, sleeping ^ver the fire, under 
pretence of study* 21U day long, do you? like young 
JVIelmond, who kpows no more .of the |Workl thau 
eilher of vou? 

Cam. Indeed, heseemsto me auamiable and modi^t 
young man,, though very romantic. 

Lion. O, I ds^re say he do(gs|r I c^Aild have laid any 
wager of that. He's just .a girl's maUi just the very 
thing, all sentiment, and poetry, and heroics. But we^ 
my little dear, we lads of spirit, hold all that amaZf*. 
ingly cheap. I assure- you, I would a^ soon be seea 
trying on a lady's cap at a glass, as poring over a 
crazy old author. I warrant you think, because one i$ 
atr the University, one must be a book»worm! 
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Lav. Why, what else do yoa go there for but to 
stady? 

Lioun Every thing else in the urorld, my dear. 

Catttw But are there not sometimes young men who 
are scholars without being book^woroM? Is not Edgar 
Mandlebert such a one? 

JLt^n. O yes, yes; an odd thing of that sort hap- 
pens now and then. Mandlebert has spirit enough to 
carry it off pretty well, without bemg ridiculous; 
though he is as deep, for his time, as e'er an old fel- 
low of a college. But then this is no role for others. 
You must not expect an Edgar Mandlebert at every 
turn, my dear innocent creatures* 

Lao. But Edgar has had an extraordinary educa- 
tion, as well as possessing extraordinary talents and 
goodness^ you too, my dear Lionel, to fulfil what 
may be expected from you, should look back to your 
fltther, who was brought up at ^he same University, 
and is now considered as one of the first men It has 
produced. While be wa5 respected by the learned for 
bis lap^atioQ, Ytt was loved even by the itidolent for 
bb oandoiir and kindness of heait; And though hia 
incbmt, its yoii know, was very small, he never ran 
in debt; atid by an exact bm open econotny, escaped 
all imfrntation of noeanness. 

* Lion* Yes; but all this is nothing. to the purpose.' 
My father is no more like other men than if he had 
been boi^ in another planet; and my attempting to re- 
aemble him would be as great'a joke, as if you were 
to dress up in Indittia's flowers and feathers, and ex- 
pect people to oA you a beauty. I was born a bit of 
a buitk; and have no manner of natural taste for study 
and poring, and expounding, and black4etter wotk. 
I am a light, airy spark, at yonr service, ladies; not 
quite so wise as I am merry. I am one of your ec- 
centric geniuses; but let that pass. My father, you 
kaow, ift firm as a rock. He minds neither wind nor 
weather^ nor fleercrnor sneerer, nor joker nor jeerer; 
but hia finnness he has kept all to himself; not a^ whit 
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of it do I inherit. 'Every wind that blows veers me 
about, and gives me a new directibmf But with all my 
iather's firmness and knowledge^ I very much dao^t 
whether he Icnows smy thing of real life* That is the 
1na^l thing, my dear hearts. But) oomcy Lavinia, .fin* 
ish your i^essage. 

.fMv* My mother says, the fraud you have pr^ctised^ 
whether from wanton folly to give pain, or from nu 
pacious discontent to get money, she wUl leave with- 
out comment; satisfied that if you have any feeling at 
alt, its eiFects must bring remorse^ since it has danger* 
ously increased the infirmities of your uncle, driven 
him to a foreign land, and forced your mother to for» 
sake her home and family in his pursuit, unless she 
were willing to see you punished by the entire disin- 
heritance with which you are threatened* Bu t ■ 
.. Lion. O, np mc^r^! no mpre! I am ready to shoot 
myself already! My dear, excellent mother, what de 
f not owe youf I had never seen, never though of the 
business in this solemn way before. I meant nothing 
at first but a silly joke; and a^ this mischief h|is foU 
lowed unaccountably. I aseure yo% I had no notion at 
the beginning, he irould have minded the. letter; and 
afterwards, Jacl^ Whiston persuaded me, ths^ the. 
money was as good as my own, and that it was noth* 
ing, but a litde cribbing from myself. I will never 
trust hii|i s^in! I see the whole now, in its true and 
atrocious colours. I will devote all the m/^an^ in m; 
pow^r to make amends to my 4^^ iQcpnyiarable 
mo^r. But proceed, Lavii^ia* , 

LaVf ^t since you are permitted, .said my niothe^ 
to return home,by the forgiviiigtemper of your father, 
ivbo is himself, duriiig the vacation, to be your tutor 
^fter he is sufficiently, comppsed to admit you into'his 
presence, ypuqan repay hisgoodoess only by the mos^ 
intense? appUcaftion to tjioser studio wiiich yop Mvi^ 
hitherto negle€tea« and of which your nffgl^^has beei^ 
tbe^ause of your onrprs. She ch^i^gei^ you.a}sQ to a^ 
ypv^rj^jtf, uppn whgtjprf tejitf ypu cm jm^fy tbB:|ira9lf 



^ 
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ing of his valuabk time, howevat little you tnay re- 
gard your own. Finall y 

Lioru 1 never wasted his time? I never desired to 
have any instruction in the vacations. Hi^is the most 
deuced thing in life to be studying so incessantly. The 
>^aste of time is all his own afBiir, his own choice, nbt 
mine. Go on, however, and open the whole of the 
budget. 

Lav, Finally, she adjures ycu to consider, that if 
you still persevere to consume your time in wilful neg- 
ligence, to bury all thought in idle gaiety, and to act 
without either reflection or principle, the career of 
faults which begins but in untninking folly, will termi- 
nate in shame, in guilt and in ruin! And though such 
a declension of all good must involve your family in 
your affliction, your disgrace will ultimately fall but 
where it ought; since your own \vRnt of personal sen- 
sibility will neither harden nor blind any human being 
beside yourself. This'is all. 

Lion. And enough too. I am a very wretch! I be- 
lieve that, though I am sure I can't tell how I came 
soj for I never intend any harm^ never think, never 
dream of hurting any mortal! But as to study, I must 
own to you, I hate it most deucedly. Any thing else; 
if my motherhad but exacted any thing else, with what 
Joy I would have shown my obedience! If she had 
ordered me to be horse-ponded, I do protest to you^ 
i would not liave demurred. 

Camm How you dways run into the ridiculous! 

Lion. I was never so serious in my lifei not that 
X should like to be horse-ponded in the least, though 
J would submit to it by way of punishment, ^nd out 
of duty: but then when it was done, it would be over. 
Now the deuce of study is, there is ho end to it! And 
ft does so little for one! one can go through life so 
■wdl without it! there is but here ^nd there an old 
codger who asks one question that can bring it into 
any play. And then, a turn upon one's heel, or look- 
ing lit one's watch, or wondering ait one's short me* 
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inory, or happening to forget just that one $ingle pas- 
sage, carries ofFthe whole in two itiinutes, as complet.e- 
ly as if dne had been working ojie's whole life to get 
rca^y for the assault. And pray now tell me,how can it 
be worth one's best days, one's gayest hours, the very 
flower of one's life, all to be sacrificed to plodding over 
musty grammars and lexicons, merely to cut a figure 
just for about two minutes, once or twice in a yejir? 
. Cam. Itideed, Lionel, you appear tQ me a strikiiig 
example of "What a hard thing it is to learn ^to do well; 
after one has been accustomea to do evil. How volatile! 
how totally void of all stability! One minute you ex- 
hibit appearances of repentance and reformation, and' 
the next minute, all fair prospects vanish^ Ho\^ I la- 
ment that you were so early exposed to a vitious 
world,, before you had gainecf sufficient . strength of 
mind to. withstand hzA examples? 

Lion. Forbear, Camilla. You hurt me too much. 

^ You excite those severe twinges of remorse, which I 
am obliged to own, I have never been wholly free froia, 
since I joined my merry companions, and began to 
learn the world. Notwithstanding my gaiety, and my 
apparent contentment, I confess there is something 
within, which constantly admonishes me of my errors, 
and makes me feel unhappy: so that, if it were not for 

fashton^s sake, I can truly say, I could wish I were; in 
your recluse situation; here to remain, in my once plea- 
^ saut abode, and never more mingle with the world. 
.Zav. Dear brother, I cannot leave you^, without 
onqe more calling your attention to your parents^ your 
faniily and your friends. Think of jheir present situa- 
tion. If you have no regard for your own character, 
your present, or future happiness, I entreat you to have 

.some pity fp;r them. Let not the tyrant fashion l>ring 
you into ab]|ect^lavery. Pa^:<lon noe when I $eU you, 
your pretended friends are your worst «neniie$» Tb^y 
have led j^ou into a path which will carry you directly 

. to inevitable, ruin, unless you immediately forsakcit. 
That knowledge of the lyorld, of ^hiq^ voi^ so Vibdy 



^ 
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boast^ is infinitely worse than the ignoraiice which ytfu 
so much despise. Believe me, my dear brother, it is 
a knowledge, which, by your own concession, never 
has produced you any happiness, nor will it ever; but 
will guide you to wretchedness and misery. 

Lion* My dear sisters, I am convinced. Your words 
have pierced my very soul. I am now wretched, and 
1 deserve to be so. I am determined from this mo- 
xnent to begin my reformation, and, with the assistance 
of Heaven, to complete it. Never more will I see my 
vile companions,, who have enticed me to go such 
lengths in wickedness. What do I ndt owe to my 
amiable sisters for their friendly and reasonable ad- 
vice! I will.go directly to my father, and, like the pro- 
digal son, , fall on my knees before him, beg his for- 
giveness, and put myself entirely under his direction 
and instruction; and, so long as I live, I never wiH of- 
fend h»m again. ' 

Lav* May)ieaven assist you in keejMng your reso- 
lution! 



Extract trom a Speech in Cokcress, Ai*ril, 
1796, OH THE Subject of the Treaty with 
Great Britain. 

IF wxyy against all these proofs which have been 
offered, should maintain that the peace with, the 
Indians will be stable without the Western Posts, to 
them I will urge another reply. From argumtnte cal- 
culated to' produce conviction, I Will appeial directly 
to the hearts of those who hear me, and ask whether 
it is not already planted there! I resort especi^y to 
the convictions of the Western gentlemen, whether, 
supposing no Posts and no Treaty, the settlers wiU 
remain in security? Can they take it upon them to day, 
that 2m Indian peace, under^these circumstances, wiH 
prove firm? No, Sir, it will not be peac^, tiita-sword; 
It wiU be no better than alure to dr9W victim) within 
Aetdtth^the tomahawk* 
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On this theme, my emotions are unutterable* If I 
could find words for thetia, if my powers bore any pro- 
portion to my zeal, I would swell my voice to such a 
note of. remonstrance, ft should reach every log house 
beyond the mountains. I would say to the inhabitants^ 
Wake from your false security! Your cruel dangers, 
yous^more cruel apprehensions are soon to be renewed* 
The wounds^ yet unhealed, are to be torn open again. 
In the day time, your path through the woods will be 
ambushed. The darkness of midnight will glitter with 
the, blaze of your dwellings. You are a father; the 
blood of your sons shall fatten your cornfield. You 
are a mother; the war-whoop shall wake the sleep of 
the cradle. 

On this subject you need not suspect any deception 
QP your feelings. It is a spectacle of horror which 
cani:K>t be overdrawn. If you have nature in your 
hearts, they will speak a language compared with 
which, all I have said or can say, will be poor and 
frigid. Will it be whispered that the treaty has made ; 
ine a new champion for the protection of the fron- 
tiers? It is known that my voice as well as vote haftpe 
been uniformly given in conformity with the ideas I 
have e3q>resscd. Protection is^che right of the frontiert^ 
it is our duty to give it. 

Who will accuse me of wandering out of the sub- 
ject? Who will say that I exaggerate the tendencies of 
pur measures? Will any one answer by a sneer^ that 
all this is idle preaching? Will any one deny that we 
are bound, and I would hope to good purpose, by the 
most solemn sanctions of duty for the vote we give? 
Are despots alone to be reproached for unfeeling indiffer-^ 
^Bcetq the tears and blood of their subjects? Are repub- 
licans, unresponsible? Have the principles on which you 
groand the reproach upon cabinet^ and kings no prac- 
tical influence, no binding force? Are they merely 
tbeokesof idle declamation, introduced to decorate the 
nipralityof a newspaper essay, or to furnish pretty to- 
pi^ of ^auran^gue JErom the windows of that StatehooSe? 
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r tmst it is neither too presumptuous nor too late to 
ask, Can you put the dearest interests of society at 
risk, without guilt, and without remorse? ^ 

By r^ecting the posts, we light the savage fires; 
we bind the victims. This day we undertake to ren- 
der account to the widows and orphans whom our de- 
cision will make, to the wretches that will be roasted 
2^t the stake, to our country, and I do not d6em it too 
serious to say, to conscience, and to God. We are an- 
swerable; and if duty be any thing more than a word of * 
imposture; if conscience be not a bugbear, we are pre- 
paring to make ourselves as wretched as our country, 
' There is no mistake in this case; there can be none. 
Experience has already been the prophet of events^ 
andthe cries of bur future victims have already reached 
us. The Western inhabitants ^are not a silent and un- 
complaining sacrifice. The voice of humanity issues 
from the shade of the wildeifness. It e^xclaims, that 
while one hand is held up to reject this treaty, the 
other grasps a tomahawk. It summons our imagina* 
tion to the scenes that will open. It is no great effort 
o^'^he imagination to conceive that events so near are 
already begun. I can fency that I listen to the yells, 
of savage vengeance and* the shHeks of torture. Al- 
ready they seem to sigh in the western wind; aln^ady" 
they mingle with every echo from the mountains. 

Let me cheer the mind, weary, no doubt, and ready 
to despond on this prospect, by presenting another,^ 
which is yet in our power to realize. Is it possible for 
a real Ameritan to look at theprosperity of this coun- 
try without some desire for its continuance, without 
fjome respect for the measures, whith, many will -say, 
produced aild all will confess, have preserved it? WiU; 
he riot feel some dread thiat if change of system will 
reverse the scene? The well grounded fears of our 
citizens, in 1794, were rejnoved by the treaty, biit are 
not forgotten. Then they deemed war nearly inevitia- 
ble; ^nd would not this adjustment have beenconsid^ 
ered at that day as a happy escape from the calamity ?i 
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The great interest and the general d^re of our peo- 
ple was to enjoy the advantages of neutrality. This 
instrument, however misrepresented, affords AnEi^i^ 
thAt inestimable security. Th"e causes of our disputes 
are either cur up by the roots, or referred to a new 
negotiation, after the end of the European war. This 
was gaimqg every thiag, because it confirmed our 
neutrality, by which our citizens are gaining every 
thing* This alone would justify xhe engagements of 
the government. For, when the fiery vapors qf the 
war lowered in the skirts of our horizon, all our wish- 
es were concentered in this one, that yf^ might eseape 
the desolation of the storm. This treaty, like a rain- 
bow on the edge of the cloud, marked to oiu* eyes 
the space where it was raging, and afforded at the 
same time the sure prognostic of, fair weather. I£ 
wc reject it, the vivid colours will gfow pale; it will be 
a baleful meteor porten<^g tempest and wan 

Let uis^not hesitate then to agree to the. appropriation, 
to carry it into .faithful execution. Thus we shall save 
the faith of our nation, secure its peace, and difiuse the 
spirit of confidence and enterprise that will augment 
itS'|>rosperity* The progress of wealth and improve- ' 
mint is wonderful, and, some will think, too rapid.. 
The' field for exertion is fruitful and vast j and if peace 
and good government should be preserved^ the acqui- 
sitions of our citizens are not so pleasing as the proofs 
of their industry, as the instruments of their future 
success. The rewards of exertion go to augment its 
powen Profit is every hour becoming capital* The vast 
crop of our neutrality is all seed wheat, and is sown 
again, to swell, almost beyond calculation, the future 
harvest of prosperity. And in this progress, what 
seems to be fiction is found to fall short of experience. 

U 2 ■ 
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Extract from an Oration, pronovmc£B sit 
Worcester, (Mass.) JutY 4, 1796; vr Francxb- 
Blare, EsQj 

IN viewing the causes which led to the event of this 
joyous anniversary; tn tracing the eiFects which 
hsi\'e resulted to America; in searching for die princi* 

^s whieh impelled to the contest; in recaHsng tke 
>elings which supported us in the struggle, it cannot 
fail to occur to us that the causes ha^e not been con- 
fined to the limits of our continent; that the effects 
have extended far beyond the boundaries of our na» 
- tion; that the gtorious bxample with electrical rapidi- 
ty, had flashed across the Atlantic; that, guided by the 
same principles, conducted by the same feelings, the 
people, who so gallantly fought and Med for the se- 
curity of our lives and our liberties, arc now fightmg 
and bleeding in defence of their own. 
' On this <fay, therefore, religiously devoted to the 
consecration of our independence, itbecomesus, as the 
votaries of freedom., as friends to the rights of man, 
and bound to support thenl whenever invaded, to turn 
our attention, with a gratefol enthusiasm, to the 
^enes of their suffermgs, their revok, and their vic> 
tories. While exulting in the foH enjoyment of peace 
atid tranquillity, shall not a tear for the unexampled 
distresses of this magnanimous nadon, check, fof a 
jnioment, the emotions of our joy? 

They have sworn that they will live FREEor DIE! 
They have solemnly sworn, that the sword, which has 
been drawn in defence of their coimtry, shall never be 
i^eturned to its scabbard, till it has secured to them vie* 
tary and freedom. Let us then breathe forth a fervent 
" ejaculation to Heaven, that their vows may be remem* 
t>ered; that the c^use of our former aUies may not be 
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deserted, till they have scourged their invaders^ till 
tfiey-have driven them back in confusion to the re* 
gions of terror, frdm whence they emerged* 

While we remember with horror the continued ef-^ 
fusion of blood, which darkened the morning of their 
revoluticm, let us not forget that their vengeance was 
foosed by the champions of despotism, whose lives 
have since justly atoned for the crimes theycommitted* 
While we lament the sanguinary scenes, which cloud* 
ed its progress, let it not be forgotten that they arose 
from the bloody manifesto of a band of tyrams, com« 
bined for the heUtsh purpose of again riveting the 
chains they had broken. 

The league of Pilnita, like the league of Satan and 
his angels, revolting against the Majesty of heaven, 
t^as professedly fabricated, to arrest forever the pro- 
gress of freedom; to usurp the dominion of France, 
and divide the spoil among this band of royal plunder- 
ers. Have we not heard that the nqble, the generous, 
the grateful monarch of the forest, that fawned at the 
feet of Androcles, when remembering his former 
friendship, will ever turn with fury on his pursuers; 
and when robbed of his whelps, rests not till his fangs 
are crimsoned in the blood of the aggressor? 

ShaQ then the fervor of our friendship be abated, 
by remembering the transitory frenzy of a people dis- 
tracted with the enthusiasm of freedom and irritated 
to madness by the dreadful prospect of losing what 
^y had enjoyed but for a moment? Let it never be 
said of us, as of Rome and of Athens, th^t ingratitude 
isi the common vice of republics. Was it to the crowned 
monarch, named Louis the Sixteentli, or to the people 
of France, that we were indebted, for the blood and 
treasure that were so profusely lavished in our cause? 
Shall then their services be foi^tten, in the remem* 
brance of their momentary excesses? or shall we re* 
fuse our most cordisd concurretice in the feelings 
which impel them to the present oontest with the ruf* 
fian potentates of Europe? 
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Can we doubt, for a moment, which is the jcau^ 
we are bound to support with our sanction, when we 
behoM the winds ^nd the seas, those dreadful minis- 
ters of Heaven's vengeance, commissioned to advance 
their progress, and deluge their enemies? When we 
behold Ariel, with his attendant spirits, gently hovet*- 
ing over their, navies, and wafting them to victory on 
the bosom of the ocean; while Neptune and Boreas 

'have combined against die league of their oppressors^ 
to- overwhelm in the deep these deluded followers of 

•- Pharaoh! Have we not seen them fed, ^s with manna 
from heaven; the walers divided, and the walls of 
Jericho falling before them, while the fair prospect of 

^liberty has led them in triumph through the wilder- 
ness, as a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by nig^t! 
AMERICANS! Let us join in a fervent supplica- 
tion, that the sacred charters of humanity, which we 
have once sealed with ourblqod, maybe forever prc-- 
served from the deadly grasp of tyrants. . 

FRENCHMEN! Be fir^i; be undaunted in the 
struggle ypuhave thus miraculously supported, fvince 
to the world, now gazing with admiration at your ex- 
ploits in the field of battle, that you have virtue equal 
to your courage; that you are Jriends ^ the friends of 
humanity; that your arms are nerved only against the 
enemies of man. Let not the sacred name of LIBER- 
TY be polluted by the frenay oif licentious passions; 
but may your present glorious constitution, while it 
protects your freedom from the unhallowed Ravages 
of tyranny, repiain an unshaken bulwark against die 
destructive fury of faction. - ' 

TYRANTS! Turn from the impious work of blood 
in which your hands are imbrued, arid tremble at the 
desperation of your revolting subjects! Repent in sack- 
cloth and ashes. ^For behold, ye, who hav^ been exalted 
up to heavei), shall, ere long, be, cast down to hell! The 

^ final period of your crinvesis rapidly approadhibg. The 
grand POLITICAL MILLENNIUM is athandj 
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when tyranny ^hall be buried in ruins; %^hen all na- 
tions shall be united in ONE MIGHTY REPUB- 
XIC! when the four angels, that stand on the four 
^corners of the globe, shall, with one accord, lift' tip 
their voices to heaven; proclaiming PEACE ON 
EARTH, AND GOOD WILL TO ALL MEN. 
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General Description of America. 

Extract FROM a Poem spoj&en at Dartmouth 
- College, on Commencement Day, 1795, 

FROM Patagonia's snow invested wilds. 
To Darien, where constant verdure smiles, 
The Andes meet the morning's earliest ray, 
Overlook the clouds arid check the flood of Day. 
In copious torrents from their eastern side, 
Flow the vast streams of Amazoilia's tide, 
Roll on majestic through her boundless plaid. 
And swell the surface of the neighbouring main. 
Nor Plata less a broad, deep channel fills; 
Danube ancj Wolga by his side were rills. 
But leave, my muse, this wide extended cli^ie, 
By nature stamp'd with all she owns sublime. 
Here she has wrought upon her largest plan. 
But mourns in solitude the wrongs of man. 
Here Guatemozin writh'd in flames of fire. 
And slaughtered millions round their prince expire. 
Rise, sleeping vengeance! vindicate their cause; ^ 

And^hou, stern justice, execute thy laws: 
Ye Andes, strike Hesperian fraud with dread, ^ 
Burst thy volcanoes on the guilty head! 

Where Cancer*s sun pours do wn^ his ardent <blaze;^ | 
Drawdthe Mon^ootis, and lengthens out his days, 
The spacious gulf of Mexic* rolls his tide, " 
And thronging fleets of various nations ride. • 
The fertile isles their rich luxuriance ^ur. 
And western dainties crown the eastern shore. 
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B.ut weep, humanity, the black disgrace, 
And spread thy blush«» o'er oppression's &ce] 
Ye sons of mirth, your bowls, your richest .foody 
Is mingled with fraternal tears and blood* 
Still groans the slave beneath his master's rody 
But nature, wrong'd, appeals to nature's GOD. 
The sun frowns angry at th' inhuman sight; 
The stars, offended, redden in theiiight: 
In western skies, drear horror gathers round. 
And waking vengeance murmurs under ground; 
O'er all the gulf the dark'ning vapors rise, 
And the black clouds sail awful roimd the Skies. 
From heaven to earth swift thunder-bolts are hurl'd^ 
And storm's dread demon .shakes th' astonish'd world* 
The rich plantation lies a barren waste, . 
And all the works of slavery are defac'd. 
Ye tyrants, own the devastation just; 
'Tis for your wrongs the fertile earth is curs'd. 
Columbia's States unfold their milder scenes, 
And freedom's realms afford more pleasittg themes. 
Fron\ Georgia's plains, to Hudson's highest sovu-ce, 
The northern Andes range their varied course: 
Rank above rank, they swell their growmg size. 
Rear their blue arches, and invade the skies, 
Here spreads a forest; there a city shines; 
Here swell the hiUs, and there a vale declines* 
Here, through the meads, meand'ring rivers run; 
There placid lakes reflect the full Orb'd sun, 
FriG^ mountain sides perennial fountains flow, 
And streams majestic bend their course below* 
Here rise the groves; there opes the fertile lawn» 
Fresh fragrance breathes, and Ceres waves her com* 
Along the east, where the proud billows roar, 
Capricious harbours grac^ the winc^tlg shore}. 
The nation's splendor and the merclumt's pride 
Waits with each gule, and floats with ev'ry tide. 
From Iroquois to vast Superior's strand, 
Spread &e wide lakes and insulate the land. 
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Here growing commerce shall unfold her sail. 
Load the rich bark, and woo the inland gale. 
Far to the west, where savage hordes reside, 
Smooth Mississippi rolls his copipus tide. 
And fair Ohio weds his silver side. 

Hail, happy States! thine is the blissful seat. 
Where nature's gifts and a^'s improvements meet* 
Thy temp'rate air breathes health; thy fertile soil. 
In copious plenty pays the labourer's toil. 
Ask not for mountains of Peruvian ore, 
Nor court the dust that shines on Afric' shore. 
The plough explores for thee the richest mine; 
Than autumn's fruit, no goodlier ore can shine. 
O'er the wide plain and through the op'ning glade, 
Flows the canal obsequious to the.spade. 
Commerce to wealth and knowledge turns the key, 
Floats o'er the land and sails to ev'ry sea. 
Thrice happy xart! be thy white sail unfurl'd, 
Not to corrupt, but socialize the world. 

The muse prophetic views the coming day. 
When federal laws beyond the line shall sway. 
Where Spanish indolence inactive lies* 
And ev'ry art and ev'ry virtue dies; 
Where pride and avarice their empire hold, 
Ignobly great, and poor amid their gold, 
Columbia's genius shall the mind inspire. 
And fill each breast with patriotic fire. 
Nor east nor western oceans shall confine 
The gen'rous flame that dignifies the mind; 
O'er all 'the earth shall freedom's banner wave, 
The tyrant blast, and liberate the slave. 
Plenty and peace shall spread from pole to pole. 
Till earth's grand family possess one soul. .^ 
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Dialogue beTweek a Maste* and Slave. 

---. ' ' "^^ O W, villtan! what have you, to say for 
Mas er, j^^ ^j^j^ second attempt to run away? 'Is 

there any punrshment that you do not deserve? 

Slave. I well know that noj:hing I can say will avail. 
I submit to ipy fate. 

3Ia$t. But are you not a base fellow* a hardened 
and ungrateful rascal? 

Slave. I am a slave. That is answer enough. 

Mast.. I am not content with that answer. I thought 
I discerned in you some tokens of a mind superior 
to your condition. I treated you accordingly. You 
have been comfortably fed and lodged, not overwork- 
ed, and attended with the most humane care when 
xyou were sick. And is this the return? 

Slave. Since you condescend to talk with me, as 
man to man, I will reply. What have you done, what 
can you do for me^ that will compensate for the liberty 
which you have taken away? 

Mast. I did not take it away^ You were a slave 
when I fairly purchased you. 

Slave. Did I give my consent to the purchase? 

Mast. You had no consent to give. You had al- 
ready lost the right of disposing of yourself. 

Slave, i had lost the power, but iow tKe right? I . 
was treacherously kidnapped in my own country, whea 
following an honest occupation. I was, put in chains^ 
sold to one of your countrymen, carried by force on 
board his ship, brought hither, and exposed to sale like 
a beast in the market, where you bought naei What, 
step in all this progress of violence and injustice can 
give 2L rig-htP Was it in the villain who stole me, in 
the slave-merchant whp tempted hini to do so, or in 
you who encouraged the ,slave-merGhant to'brin|; his 
cargo of human cattle to cultivate ypiir lands? 
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' JfHtsU It is in the order of Providence that one man 
sliould' become subservieat to another. It ever has 
been so, and ever will be. I found the custom, and 
did not make it. '^ ' 

Slave^ You cannot but be sensible, that the robber 
nrho puts a pistol to your breast may make jiist the . 
same plea. Providence gives him a power over your 
life and property; it gave my enemies a power over my 
liberty. But it has«also given me legs to escape with; 
and what should prevent me from using them? Nay, 
what should restrain me from retaliating the wrongs I 
have suffered, if a -favourable occasion should offer? 

MasU Gratitude! I repeat, gratitude! Have I not 
endeavoured ever since I possessed you to alleviate 
your misfortunes by kind treatment? and does that 
confer no oWgation? Consider how much worse yoCir 
condition might have been under another master. 

Slave. You have done nothing for me more than 
for your working cattle. Are they not well fed and 
tended? Do you work them harder than your slaves? 
Is not the rule of treating both designed only for your 
own advantage? You treat both your men and beast 
slaves better than some of your neighbours, because 
you are more prudent and wealthy than they. 

Mast. You might add, more humane too. 

Siave. Humane! Does it deserve that appellation 
to keep your fellow men in forced subjection, deprived 
of all exercise of their free will, liable to all the inju-, 
ries that your own caprice, or the brutality of your 
overseers, miay heap on them, and devoted, soul and 
body, only to your pleasure and emolument? Can 
gratitude take place between creatures in su<;h a state, 
and the tyrant who holds them in it? Look at these 
limbs; are they not those of a man? Think that I 
have the spirit of a man too. 

Mast. But it was my intention not only to make 
your life tolerably comfortable at present, but to pro- 
vide for you in your old age. 
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Slceotm Alas! is a life like mine, torn from couotigr, 
friends,, and all I held dear, and compiled to toil uii* 
der the burning sun for a master, wortn thinking abput 
for old age? No; the sooner it ends, the sooner I^..shaU 
obtain that relief for which my soul pants. 

MasU Is it impossible, then, to hold yon by any ties 
but those of constraint and severity? 

Slave. It is impossible to make one, who has fe^ 
the value of freedom, acquiesce in .being a slave. . 

MasU Suppose I were to restore yoU to your libertyy 
would you reckon that a favour? 

'Slave. I'he greatest; for although it would only 
be undoing a wrong, I know too well how few among 
mankind are capable of sacrificing interest to justice, 
not to prize the exertion when it is made. 

MasU I do it, then; be free. ' 

Slave. Now I am indeed your servant, though not 
your slave. And as the first return I can make fi^r 
your kindness, I will tell you freely the condition in 
which you live. You are surrounded with implacable 
foes, who long for a safe opportunity to revenge upon, 
you and the other planters all the miseries they have 
epdured. The more generous their natures, the more 
Indignant they feel against that cruel injustice which 
has dragged them hither, and doomed them to perpe- 
tual servitude. You can rely on no'kindhcss on your 
part, to soften the obduflacy of their resentment. You 
have reduced them to die state of brute beasts; and if 
they have not the stupidity of beasta of burden, they 
must have the ferocity of beasts of prey. Superior 
force, alone can give you security. As sdon as that 
fsiils, you are at the mercy of the merciless. Such is 
the social bond between master and slave! 
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Part or Mr. O'Connor's Speech in the Irish 
House of Commons, in Favour of the Bill 

FOR emancipating THE RoMAN CATHOLICS, 

ir95. 

I 

IF I were to judge from the dead silence whh which 
my speech has been received, I should suspect that 
what I have said was not very palatable to some men 
in this House. But I have not rlslced connexions, en- 
deared to me by every tic of blood and friendship, to 
support one set of men in preference to another. I 
have hazarded too much, by the part, I have taken, 
to allow the breath of calumny to taint the objects I 
have had tn view. Immutable principles, on which the 
happiness and liberty of ray countrymen depend, cotx- 
Vey to my mind the only substantiaBi boon for which 
'gl-eat sacrifices should be made^ .^ 

And I hei^ avow myself the zealous and earnest 
aidvocate for the most unqu^ified emancipation of my 
catholic countrymeni in tne hope and conviction, that 
the monopoly of the rights atid liberties of my country, 
which has hitherto effectually withstood the eflForts of 
apart of the people, must yield to the unanimous will, 
to the decided interest, and to the general effort of a 
whole united people. It is from this conviction,' and 
2t is for that transcendently important object, that, 
jwhile the noble Lord and the Right Honorable Secre- 
tary, are offering to risk their lives and fortunes in sup- 
port of a system that militates against the liberty of my 
countrymen, I will tisk every thing dear to me on 
tarth. 

It is for this great object I have, I fear, more than 
tisked connexions dearer to me than life itself* But 
he must be a spiritless man, and this a spiritless nation^ 
not to resent the baseness of a British Mini$ter, wh9 ha& 
liaised our hopes in order to seduce a rival to share iiHtl^ 
him the disgrace of this accursed political crusade, and 
l^a^t them ^erwards, that he may (degrade a competi'^ 
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tor to the station of a dependent. And, that he may de-> 
stroy friendship which hb nature never knew^ he has 
sported with the feelings of a whole nation. Raising 
the cup with one hand to the parched Up of expect- 
ancy, he has dashed it to the earth with the other, in , 
all the wantonness of insult, and with all the aggrava- 
..icn of contempt. 

Does he imagine, that the people of this country, 
^fter he has tantalized them with the cheering hope of 
present alleviation, and of future prosperity, will tame- 
ly hear to be forced to a reendurance of their former t 
sufferings, and to a reappointment of their former 
spoilers? Does he, from confidence of long success in 
.debauching the human mind, exact from you, calling 
yourselves the representatives of the people of Ireland, 
to reject a bill, which has received the unanimous 
consent of your constituents? or does he ^lean' to 
puzzle the versatile disposition of this House,. on 
which fie has made so many successful experiments 
already, by distracting you betweeh obedience to his 
imperious mandates, and obedience to the will of the 
people you should represent? 

Or does he flatterhimself^ that he shall now succeed^ 
because he has succeeded in betraying his own country, 
into exchanging that peace, by which she might have 
retrieved her shattered finances, for a war, in which he 
has squandered twentytimes a greater treasure, in the 
course of two years, than with all his famed economy, 
he had been able to saVe, in the course of ten? for a 
.war in which the prime youth of the world have been 
offered up, victims to his ambition and his schemes, as 
boundless and presumptuous, as ill concerted and iS 
combined; for a war in which the plains of every na- 
tion in Europe have been crimsoned with oceans of 
blood; fora war in which his country has reaped nothing 
but disgrace, and which must ultimately prove her ruin? 

Does he Ratter himself, that he .shall be enabled, 
Satan like, to end his political career by involving the 
j^hoi^ empire >n a civil war, from which nothing ca^ 
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litcnie, but a doleful a^d barren conquest to the vit- 
^r? I trust the people o^ England are too wise and too' 
juj^t tb attempt to force measures upon us which the;^ 
would themselvesreject with disdiain. I trust they have 
not theinselves so soon forjgotten the lesson they so 
recendy learned from America, which should serve as 
a- lasting example to nations, against employing; force 
to- Subdue th^ spirit of si people, determined t6l)e free! 

But if they should b^ so weak, or so wicked^ as td 
suffer themselves to be seduced by a man, to wtiotfcf 
souI,'duplicity and finesse are ad congenial, as ingenii* 
ousness and fair dealing are a stranger, to become thef 
instruments of supporting a few odiou&public eharac- 
ters in power and rapacity, against tiie interest and 
against thb sense of a whole people; if we are to be 
dragooned into measures against our will, by a nation 
that would lose her last life, and expend her last 
guinea, in resenting a similar insult, if oifered to^ 
herself, I frust she will find in the people of this coun- 
try a spirit in nowise inferior to her own. 

You are at this moment at the most awful period of 
your lives. The Minister of England has committeid' 
you with your country; and on this night your adop- 
tion or rejection of this bill, must determine, in the 
eyes of the Irish nation, which you represent, the Min* 
ister of England or the people of Ireland! And, al- 
though you are convinced, you do not represent the 
people of Ireland; although you are convinced, every 
man of you, that you are self-created, it does not alter' 
the nature of the contest; it is still a contest between 
the Minister of England and th^ people of Ireland;- 
and the weakness of your title shbuld only ¥nake yott 
the more circumspect in the exerdse of your power. 

Fortunately, the views of the British minister ^have ' 
been detected;fortunately,the'peopIeofthiscountry see 
him in his true colors. Like' the desjperate gsiniester,' 
who has lost his all, in the wildest schemes o'faggran- 
dlzemeht, he looks round for sonie dupe to supply hixkk ' 
witihi tliie further meatus of' future projects^ and'la ifie^ 

X2 
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crafty subdeneas of his soul^ he fondly imagines, he 
has found that easy dupe in d;Le creduli^of the Irisli 
nation. After he has exhausted his own country in a 
crusade against that phantom, political opinion, he 
flatters himself he shsdl be enabled to resuscitate her 
at the expense of yours. 

As you vsdue the peace and happiness of your coun- 
try; as youjvalue the rights and liberties of the soil 
that hds given you birth; and if you are not lost to 
^very sense of feeling for your own consequence and 
importance as men, I call on you this night to make 
your stand. I call on you to rally round die indepen- 
dence of your country, whose existence has been so 
artfully assailed. Believe me, the British Minister will 
leave you in the lurch, when he sees that the people 
of this nation are too much in earnest to be tricked out 
of their rights, or the independence of their countr}^* 

What a display of legislation have we had on this 
night? Artificers who neither^know the foundation bn 
which they work, the instruments they ought to use, 
nor the materials required! Is it on the narrow basis 
of monopoly and exclusion you would erect a temple 
to the growing liberty pf your country? If you will 
legislate;/know, that on the broad basis of immutable 
justice only, you can raise a lasting, beauteous temple 
to ithe. liberty of your island; whose ample base shall 
lodge, and whose roof shall shelter her united family 
from the rankling inclemency of rejection and exclu- 
sion. jECnow, that reason is that silken thread by which 
the lawgiver leads, his people; and above all, know, that 
in the knofvvledge of the temper of the public mind^ 
coyt^ists the skill and the wisdpm of the legislator* 

Ho not imagine that the minds of your countrymen 
have^beeastationary, while that of all Eurc^ has been 
rapidly progressive; for you nuist be blind not to per* 
ceive, that the whole European mind has undergone a 
revolutipn, neither confined to this nor to that countryi 
hot as genftral as the great causes which have given i( 
I4rth»aiid a|iU continue, to f«ed i^ growUu In vain ^o 
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these men, who sub^sc but on the abuses of the gov- 
ernment under which they live, flatter themselves that 
what we have seen these last six years is but .the fever ^ 
of the moment, which will pass away as soon as the 
patient has been let blood enough. 

As well may they attempt to alter the course of n$i« 
ture, without altering her laws. If they would effect 
a counter revolution in the European mind, they must 
destroy commerce and its effects; they must abolish 
every trace of the .mariner's compass; they must con- 
sign every book to the flames; they must obliterate 
every vestige of the invention of the press; they must 
destroy the conduit of intelligence, by destroying the 
institution of the postoffice. Then, and not till then, 
they and their abuses may live on, in all the security 
which ignorance, superstition, and want of concert in* 
the people can bestow. 

But while I would overwhelm with despair those 
men who have been nursed in the lap of venality and 
prostitution; who have been educated in contempt and 
ridicule of a love for their country; and who have 
grown gray in scoffing at every thing like public spirit, 
let me congratulate every true friend to mankind, that 
that commerce, which has begotten so much indepen- 
dence, will contiaue to beget more; and let me congra- 
tulate every friend to the human species, that the press, 
which has sent such a mass of information into the 
world, will continue, with accelerated rapidity, to 
pour forth its treasures so beneficial to mankind. 

It is to these great causes we are indebted, that the 
combination of priests and despots, which so long ty- 
rannized over the civil and political liberty of Europe, 
has been dissolved. It is to these great causes we are 
indebted, that no priest, be his religion what it may, 
dares preach the doctrine which inculcates the neces- 
sity of sacrificing every right and every blessing this 
world can a£R>rd, as the only mean pf obtaining eternal 
happiness, in the life to come. 
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This was the doctrine by which the despotfsfll of 
Eutope was so long supported; this was' die doctrin6 
by which the political popery of Europe was 8Upik)rted; 
but the doctrine and the despotism' may now ^eep in 
the same grave, until the trumpet of ignorance, supers 
stition, and bigotry, shall sound their resurrecti(»i» 



Scene FROM tite Tragedy oi Tamerlane. 

£nter Omar and Tamerlane* 

Omar. T TONOR and fame 
[Bowitiff.^l^X Forever wait the Enyperor; may oar 

Prophet 
Give him ten thousand thousand days of life, - 
And every day like this. The captive sultan, 
Ijerce in his bonds, and at his fate repining. 
Attends your sacred will. 

Tamerlane* Let him approach. 
[Enter Bajazet and other Turkish Prisoners in 

chains with a gtiard.} 
When I survey the ruins of this field. 
The wild destruction, which thy fierce ambition 
Has dealt among mankind; (so naany widows 
And helpless orphans has thy battle made, 
That half our eastern world this day are mourners;) 
Well may I, in behalf of heaven and earth. 
Demand from thee atonement for this wrong.^ 

Baj. Make thy demand of those that own thy 
power; ^ 

Know I am still beyond it; and though fortune 
Has stript me of the train and pomp of greatness^^ 
That outside of a king; yet still my soul, 
Fix'd high, and of itself alone dependent^ 
Is ever free and royal; and even now. 
As at the head of battle^ does defy thee. 
I know what power the chance of war has given. 
And dare thee to the use on^t This vile speechiog. 
This after*game of words^ is whift moat irks me; 
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Spare that^ and for the rest 'tis equal all, 
Be it as it may. 

Tarn. Well was it for the world, 
When, on their borders, neighbouring princes met, 
Frequent in friendly parle, by cool debates 
Preventing wasteful war: such should our meeting 
Have been, hadst thou but held ii^ j^^liit regard 
The sanctity of leagues so often sworn to. 
Canst thou believe thy Prophet, or, what's more. 
That power supreme, which jnaade thee and thy Pro- 
phet, 
Will, with impunity, let pass that breach 
Of sacred faith given to the royal Greek? 

Baj. Thou pedant talker! ha! art thou a king 
Possess'd of sacred power, Heav'n's darling attribute? 
Anddostthouprate of leagues, and oaths and prophets? 
I hate the Greeks (perdition on his name!) . 
As I do thee, and would have met you both, 
As death does human nature, for destruction. 

T'am. Causeless to hate, is not of human kmd: 
The 'savage brute that haunts in woods remote^ 
And desert wilds,:.tears not the fearful traveller^ 
If hunger, or some injury, provoke npU . . 

Bdj. Csn a king want a cause, when empire bids 
Go on! What is he bom for, but ambition? 
It is his hunger, 'tis his call of nature. 
The noble appetite which will be satisfy'd. 
And; like the food of gods, makes him ininiortal. 

Tarn* Henceforth 1 will not wonder we were foes^ 
Since souls that differ so by nature, hate. 
And strong antipathy forbids, their union* 

Baj. The noble fire, that warnas me, does indeed 
Transcend thy coldness- I an) pleas'd we differ, 
Npr think alike. 

Tarn. No: for I think like. man, 
Thou like a monster, from whose baleful presence 
JNTature starts back; and though she fix'd her stamp 
On thy rough mass, and mark'd thee for a man. 
Now, conscious of her error, she disclaims theet 
As form'd for her destruction* 
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'Tis true, I am a king, as thou hast been; 
Honor and glory too have been my aim; 
But though I dare face death, and all the dangers 
Which furious war wears in its bloody front, 
Yet would I choose to fix my name by peace, 
By justice, and by mercy; and to raise 
My trophies on the blessings of mankind; 
Nor would I buy the empire of the world 
With ruin of the people whom I sway^ 
On forfeit of my honor. 

Baj. Phrophet, I thank thee. 
Confusion! couldst thou rob me of my glory 
To dress up this tame king, thi^ preaching dervise! ' 
Unfit for war, thou shouldst haEve livM secure 
In lazy peace, and with debating senates 
Shar'd a precarious sceptre; sat tamely still. 
And let bold faction^ canton out thy'po^ef 
And wrangle for the iipoils they robb'd thee of; 
MTbilst I (O blast the pow^r that stop^ my ardoui^ 
Would, like a tempest^ rush almidsrt the nadons, - 
Be greatly terrible, aiid deid, like ASia, 
My angry thunder on the fii^ted world. 

Tarn. The wDrld! 'twouklhe too litdfe for thy plride: 
Thou wouldst scale heav'n, 

Baj. I would. Away! my aoid 
Disdains thy conference. 

Tarn. Thou vain, rash thing, w 
That, with gigantic insolence, bast dar'd 
To lift thy wretched self aboVe the stars, 
And mate with power almighty, thou art falt'n! 

Baj.^TvA false! I am not fall'n fromi aught I have 
been! • 

At least my soul resolve to kedp her s^tate. 
And scorns to make acquaintance with ill fortune* 

Tbwt. Almost beneath my pity art thou fallen; 
Since, while the avenging hand of heay'n is onthee^ 
And presses "to the du^t thy swelling soul, 
FooUhardy, with the stronger thou contendest^ 
To what vast heights had thy tumultuous temper 



THE COLUMBIAN OUATOR.. 4^L 

Been hurried^ if success had crown'd thy wi&he^! 
Say, what had I to expect, if thou, hadst conquerM? 
.^ Baj» Oh, glorious thought! Ye powers, I will enjoy it. 
Though but in fancy; imagination shall 
Make room to entertain the vast idea. 
Oh! had I been the master but of Jtesterd^y, 
The world, the world had. felt me; and for Uiee, 
I had us'd thee, as thou art to me, a dpg^, 
The object of my scorn aitd mortal hatred. 
I would have cag'd thee for the scorn of slaves* 
I would have taught thy neck to know my weight. 
And mounted from that footstool to the saddle: 
Till thou hadst beggM to die; and e'en that mercy 
I had deny'd thee. Now thou know'st my mind, 
And question me no farther. 

Tarn. Well dost thoii teach me 
What justice should. exact from thee. Mankind^ 
With one consent cry out for vengeance on thee. 
Loudly they call to cut oif this league-breaker. 
This wild destroyer, from the face of earth. 

Baj. Do it, and rid thy shaking soul at once 
Of its worst fear. 

Tanu Why slept the thunder 
That should have armM the idol deity. 
And given thee pqwer,: ere yester sun was set, 
To shake^ the soul, of Tamerlane. Hadst thou an arm 
To make thee fear'd,thoushoudsthaveprovM it on me. 
Amidst the sweat and blood of yonder field, 
When, through the tun^ult of the war I sought thee, 
/'FencM in with nations. , 

Baj^ Oh, blast the stars 
That fated us to different scenes of slaughter! 
Oh! could my sword have met theei 

Tam^ Thou hadst then. 
As now, fa^een in my pg^wer, and held thy life 
Dependent <mmf gift« Yes, Bajaset, 
I bid thee live. So much t|iy soul disdains 
That thou Aouldst^bink I, can fear aught but Heaven*:^ 
" Nay m^vei f;;<»)M66^tl¥mf<»:get thy brutal fierceness^ 
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And form thyself to manhood, I would hid thee 

Live and be still a king, that thou mayst learn 

What man should be to man— 

.This royal tent, with such of thy domestics 

As can be fpundj^ shall wait upon thy service; 

Nor will I use my ifortune to demand 

Hard terms of peace; but such as thou mayest offer 

With honor, I with honor may receive. 



Colonel Barrels Speech in the British Par* 

LIAMENT, 1765, ON THE SxAMP- ACT BiLL. 

ON the first reading of the bill, Mr. Townsend 
spoke in its favour; and concluded with the fol- 
lowing words: " And will these Americans, children . 
planted by our care, nourished up by our indulgence, 
until they are grown to a degree of strength and opu- 
lence; and protected by our arms; will they grudge 
to contribute their mite, to relieve us from the heavy- 
weight of that burden which we lie under?" 

On this Colonel Barre rose, and answered Mr. 
Townsend in the following masterly manner. 

"They planted by YOUR careP' No; your op- 
pressions planted them in America. They fled from 
your tyranny, to a then uncultivated and inhospitable 
country, where they exposed themselves to almost all 
the hardships to which human nature is liable; and 
among others, to the cruelties of a savage foe^ the 
most subtle, and I will take upon me to say, the ^ 
most formidable of any people upon the face of the 
earth; and yet, actuated by principles of true English 
liberty, they met Jill hardships with pleasure, compared 
with those they suffered in their own country',fromthe 
hands of those who should b^ve been their friends. 

" They nourished np b\ YOUR indulgence!" They 
grew by your neglect of them. As soon as you bega^ 
tp ^rt about them, that care w^ exercised in sen^g 
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persons to rule them^ in one department and another, 
ivho were, perhaps, the deputies of deputies to some 
members of this House, sent to spy out their liberties, 
to misrepresent their aaions, and to prey upon them; 
men, whose behaviour, on many occasions, has caused 
the blood of those sons of liberty to recoil withinthem; 
men promoted to the highest seat of justice; some, 
who, to my knowledge, were gUd, by going to a for^' 
eign country, to escape being brought to the bitf of a 
court of justice in their own* 

« They protected by YOUR arms!" They have 
nobly taken up arms in your defence; have ejwrteda 
valour, aitridst their oontjaiat and laborious indasdy^ 
for the defence of a country, whose frontier was 
drenched in blood) while its interior parts yieldedaH 
its litde savings to y.oixr emolumenta. 

And, believe me; remember I tlus day told you so^ 
^hat the same spirit of freedom, which actimted that 
^people at first, will accompany them still. But pm^ 
aence forbids me to explain myself further.. Heaven 
knowsv I do not at this time speak from motives of 
party heat; what 1 deliver, are the genuine sentimenfis 
of my hearu 

However superior to- me in general knowledgeand 
experience the respectable body of this House may be, 
yet I claim to know mpre of America than, mote of 
you, having seen and been conversant in that country. . 
The people, I believe, are, as truly loyal as any sub- 
jects the king has; but a people jealous of their libe^ 
ties, and who will vindicate them, if ever diey should 
be violated. But the subj^pt is too delicate, I will ssr^ 
no more. ^ 

Y 
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The Last Dat. 
Extract trom a manuscript Poem. 

THE day of Doom, the alKunportant day, 
I Btng; that link extreme of time, which joins ' 
The measured chain of days, and months, and years. 
To one eternal, one effulgent day: 
Day to the children of the day; but night, 
Eternal night, to aU the sons of darkness* 
The time affixed by God's decree arrives.. 
Th' Almighty spake: heav*n open'd wide her gates^ 
The herald, Gabriel, far advancM in front, 
Rais'd on seraphic wings, first issued forth. 
Next the creation's Sire, veilM in a cloud. 
Of awfuVgloism, from which red lightnings flashed, . 
And rending thunders roar'd, passM through the gates* 
At his right hand sat his eternal Son^ 
High raised upon a golden throne emboss'd 
With gems, that sparkjcd through the cloud. Angels 
And^saintSy^ the countless host of those, who hold 
The realms of Bliss, next in [»*ocession mov'c^: 
Nor could the wide extended space from Aries 
To the Scales, that poise the hemispheres, 
Contain the army^of the skies. 
. ' The earth had never seen a larger host, 
Than when the foe of Greece spread o-er the land . 
And sea from H^brus to Thermopylae; 
But this was small compared with what the heavens. 
Now saw, as earth is small compared with heaven. 
The numerous stars, that hold their course along 
The milky-way, and in the neighboring skies, 
No sooner saw their Maker cloth'd in storms. 
And felt his thunder shake their solid spheres^ 
Than trembling they retire; as w|>en some king 
Enrag'd frowns on his slaves, who flee his face. 
Till he commands them stand and hear his will* 
So had the frighted stars fled off and kft 
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The mundane space all void, had not the trump 
Of GjKforiel interposed, and with a voice 
More loud, than ever yet creation heard. 
Impressed the mandates of all nature's God 
Upon all nature's works. Ye stars! (said he) 
Return, and hold your station in your orbs; 
There stand and see what He on earth transacts 
Thin day, and witness how He deals with man. 
Thou, sun! who from the birth of time hast roll'd 
Thy chariot round the world, and shed thy beams 
Alike on all mankind, look on an^ see 
The equal justice of thy God to ^an 
Outshine thy equal rays. Th' affrighted earth 
Took, the alarm of heav'n: the atmx)sphere 
Assay 'd to flee upon the wings of storm. . 
Pierce tempests beat the lofty mountains' sides. 
Sweep fcnrests dowi), and spread destruction o'er 
ThjB vorks of man. The. troubled ocean heaves: 
His surging billows mbg^e with the clouds: 
His deepest caverns lie eipos'd to view. 
The earth, convuls'd from her deep centre, heaves* 
Orderforsook the world: discord spread wide. 
The confus'd elements again had jom'd 
The listless empire of primeval chaos, 
Had not -harmonic sounds assuag'd their tumult* 

Spirit divine! thou soul of harmony 
In heaven and earth, breathe through my lines and 

speak 
The power of music's charms, when heavenly love 
Warm'd every breast of angels, seraphim. 
And doubly glow'd in the Almighty^s Son; 
Who, like a bridegroom clad in smiling youth 
And robes of peace, prepar'd to meet his bride. 
The lightning ceasM; the thunders died, when he 
Complacent smil'd* Gabriel, and all the choir 
Of heaven, said he, hush the commoved wprldt 
And wake the sleeping saints with sounds of peace . 
His words like melting music fiow:\his face. 
More radiant than the vernal mom, that smites 
The cdjtth to joy. The trump of Gabriel led 



i« 



256 THE COLUMBIAN ORATO*. 

The choral song: unnamber'd^iarps of gold, " 

And voices sweet joihM the melodious sound* , 

Discord, that late had moved' the elements 

To war, and 'gan t' invade the spheres, 

Was hush'd to sleep. Quick changed the scene, 

From raging discord, universal storm, 

To soothing sounds, and universal calm. 

The sun, from blackest clouds, unveiW his fate. 

And shone with double radiance on the earth* 

The fixed stars liad ceasM tb shed their beams, 

And trembling, hid in sable darkness, stood; 

But now, enraptur'd with sjmphonious sounds. 

They dart their genial rays, and fill their orbs 

With pleasing light, and soul-reviving warmth. 

But thou, O Eardi, most fek the pleasing change. 

——Fierce storms were mute. 

Old ocfcan lieard, said smooth'd his tempest face; 

And apring-lBce beauty smiFd on ail the earth* 

Poets have sung; of Orpheus' potent lyre; 
Ejarydii^e, forc'd nom the bands of deadi. 
Of bending trees 9aid moving; rocks obsequious 
To the sound. But now whole worlds obey. 
Death could not hold hU victims in the tomb. 
" Thou monarch of the grave, resign the ipt! 
Awake! 5^ saints, from your long night or sleep, 
lAdom'd '.vith ci^r4>Iooming youth and robes 
Of heav'nfy innocence. Salute the mom^ 
Of everlasting day.'* Thus sung the choir. 
Death's dreary naansioos heard with sad dismay. 
In the mid regioos of eternal night. 
There sits the ghasdy monarch on his throne. 
Substantial darkness fills the broad domain: 
Heart-chilling vapoura rise from noxious lakes. 
His servants. War, Intemperance, Plague, Revenge, 
Consumption, wrinkled Ag^, groan discord round 
His throne, and offer up their loathsome .fumes 
Of putrid corps, contagion, dead'ning blasts; 
Sweet incense to their king; or run before \ 
His grii^ steed, when he rides o'er the earth, 
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And crops with chilling hand the bloom of life. 

Here reigns the awful monarch- of the dead; 

When the full soundsspread thro' his darksome realms. 

His heart appalled, he trembles on his throne: 

His iron nerves relax: his sceptre falls. 

The saints released, their dreary mansions leave: 

But O how changed! ^ 

No cumb'rous load of grosser elements. 

But pure aerial forms their souls possess; 

Forms, like the glorious body of their Lord, 

Obwing with beauty and immortal bloom. 



A Dialogue on LoquAciTT. 

Enter Stephen. 

• - ■ 

-c# *A ♦» T ADIES and gentlemen^^ you have pro- 
i:>tepnen. j^ ^^^ heard'of T'ootc, the comedian: if 

aot, it is out of my power to' tell you any thing about 
him, except this; he had but one leg, and his name 
was Samuel* Or, to speak more poetically, one leg 
he had, and-Samuel was his name. This Foote wrote 
a farce, caUed the Alderman; in whikh he attempted 
to ridicule a well-fed magistrate of the city of London. 
This last, hearing of the intended aSront, called upon 
the player, and mreatened him severely for his pre^ 
Aumption. Sir, says Foote, it is my business to take olF 
people. You shall see how well I can take myself off. 
So out of the room he went, as though to prepare- 
The Alderman.sat waiting, and waiting, and waitiiig, 
and ■ * I have forgotten the rest of the story; 
but it ended vdtu. comically. Sp I must request of you, 
to muster up yotfr wit; and each one end the story to 
•his own liking. You are all wondering what this 
story leads to. Why, I'll tell you; Fpot?s. farcer w^ 
' caikd the Alderman, ours is galled the Medley; his 
was written according to ruk,ours is composed at loose 
46ndfl. Yet loos^ a? it is, you wUl find it jnade^upt like 

.Y2 
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all oth^r pieces^ of nouns, {»Y>noun8, verbs, panicf|>les, 
adverbs, conjunctions, articles, adjectives, preposL- 
tionB, and inteijections. Now, words are very hsmn- 
less thing)}; though I confess that much depends upon 
the manner of putting them together* The onlythiQg 
to be Siiettled ift, that, if you should di^Uke^die arrange- 
ment, you will please to alter it, till it suits you. 

Enter Truman* 

Truman. What are you prating about, at such a rate? 

Sieph. I am speaking of Sam Foote, and preposi- 
tions, and adverbs, and many other great charadersb 

Tru. Now, don*t you know* that your unruly 
tongue will be the ruin jof you? Did you ever see a man 
who was foaming and frothing at the mouth as you are, 
that ever said any thing to the purpose? You ought 
always to think before you speak, ^d to consider well 
to whom you spedk,.and die place and time of speaking. 

Steph. Pray who taught you all this wordly wisdom? 

: Tru. My own experience. Sir; which ia said to be 
^ best school-master m the world, and ought to 
teach it to every man of cbmmon sense. 

Steph. Then, do not imagine that you possess any 
great secret. ^^ Keep your tongue between your leetir' 
is 2fk old proverb, rusted and crusted ov«r, tiU nobody 
can tell what it was first made of« Prudence, indeed, 
teaches the same* So prudence may teaph a merchant . 
-to keep his vessels in port for fear of a stonn at iea* 
But ^ nothing Venture, nothing have" is my proveib* 
Now, suppose sdl the world should adopt this pn»> 
denize, what a multitude of mutes we should have! 
There would be an end of news, la^*8uits, poUtaca, 
and society* I tell you. Sir, that busy t o ngu es are 
like main springs; they set every thipg in motion. 

TVtu But Where's a man's dignky, all this time, 
while his tongue is miming at random, without a 8ii»- 
0le thought to guide it? ^ 

Steph. His dignity! ^t indeedj^ Oy€ iipon^ parole, 
where it ought to he* A man*s dignity) as dum^ 
we cmne^ into due woxid to support di^pky, and by'sn 
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affected di9(mc?y.to make ou? friends foel their iaCeri- 
orky* • I coasidier mm like coi&s^ wlvQh^ becmsf^ 
^l^ii^ped with men's headS) pass for tnore than they 
^e \^Qrth* And .whei>> the world is willing to treat 
91 nsian better thm he deserves^ there is a meanness 
inendeavcHiring to extort .more from them^ 

Tr»* But shall a man speak without tbinkinc^ Did 
you ever read the old proverb, " Think twice, before 
you speai; onee^' ^ 

' St(^h. Yes, and a vile one it is. If a tnan spe^k 
from ^e im{»}Ise of the moment, he'Uspeak the mean* 
Ing of his. heart; and will {Mrobably speak/ the truth* 
But if he mind youf i»usty proverb, there will be 
more pros and cons in his head, more hems and haws. 
in his delivery, than there are letters in his sentences)^ 
To your sly, subtle, thinking fellows, we owe. aU the 
Ues, cheating, hypocrisy, and double dealing there is 
in Ac worldr 

Tru^ But you know thalt every subj ect has its sides; 
Atid we ought to examine, reAecit, analyze, sift, cpn* 
sider, and determine, before we have aright to speak; 
for.Uie world are. entitled, to th/e best of our thoughts* 
What would you think of a tradesmen, who should 
send home your coat, boots, or hat, half finished? You 
might think him a very honest^hearted feUow; but 
yoi^d never employ him again* 
. Steph* Now, wa&.tbere any peed of bringing in Hai- 
loi^, cobblers, and hane|-9, to help yQu oml Tbey hwe 
nothing to do with this subject. 
. Tru* You dOtt-t understand me*- 1 say, if you 
would never employ wch wofkm^nasec<HKltime,whjr 
.should you justify a man for turning out hin thoughts 
half finished? The mmd labours as aetu^y in thinking^ 
^t^n, and marring si jiubject, as the body does in the 
£eld,oroothe shop-board* And, if the fa^oEier kurt^ 
when his gpin k ready for the sickle^ and the niechaihi 
ic, when his work is ready for his customer, the m^, 
* who is used to Ihinking, knows whenhe is master of his 
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subject and the pmper time ^ communicate his 

thoughts with ease to himself and advantage to others* 

Siefih* All this is escaping the subject. None of 

?>ur figures, when the -very original is before you. 
ou talk about a man's mind, just as if it were a 
piece of ground, capaUe of bearing flax and hemp. 
Tou have fairly brought forward a shc^-bcMtrd, and 
mounted your tailor upon it. Now I have no notion 
of any cross4egged work in my inner man. In fact*, 
I don't understand all this process of thinking. My 
knowledge upon all subjects is very near the root of my 
tongue, and I feel great relief, when it gets near the tip» 

7r». Depend on it that thousands have lost fame 
and even life by too great freedom of speech. Trea* 
aons, murders, and robberies, have been generally dis- 
covered by tlie imprudent boasting of the peipetrators. 

Stefh. jyeptnd on it, that our world has suffered 
fiar more by silent,, than by prattling knaves. Suppose 
every man were to speak aU his thoughts, relate all his 
actions, declare all his purposes, would the world be in 
daiiger of crimes? Nof be assured, that magistrates, 
bailliis, thief-takers, prisons, halters, and gallows, aU 
owe their dignity to the contrivance of your sly, plod* 
ding mutes. 

Tnr. You have let off from the tip of yoiur tongue 
a picked company of dignified substantives; but take 
notice that my docU-inedoes not extend to the midmght 
silence of robbers; but to a due caution and reserve in 
conveying our thoughts to the world. And this I^hq^ie 
ever to observe. And if yon determine on a different 
course, rest assured, that the consequence will not be 
very {deasant. [Exit* 

Steph, Consequences! That's counting chickens be- 
fore they are hatched. Dignity of human nature! 
Pretty words! just fit to be ranked with the honor of 
tlmves, and Ae courage of modem duelfists. 
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Amsrican Sages. 

SEE on yon dark'^lng height bold Franklin tread, 
Heaves awftil thunders rolling o'er his head; 
Convolving clouds the biUowy.^ies deform, 
And forky flames emblaze the Uaek'ning storm. 
See the descending streams arcAind him bam, 
Glance on his rod, and with his guidance turn; 
He bids conflictinc^ heav'ns their blast expire. 
Curbs the fierce blaze, and holds di' imprisoned fire. 
No more, when folding storms the vault o'ersprcad. 
The lived glare shall strike thy face with dread; 
Nor tow Vs nor temples, shudd'ring with the sound, 
Sink in the flames, and spread destruction roun4* 
His daring toils, ihA direat'ning blasts that wait, 
Shall teach mvakind to ward •& bolts of fate; 
The pointed steel- o'er^topth^ ascending spire. 
And lead o^er trembling walls the hartnless l^re; 
In his glad £nne while distant worlds rejoice, 
Par as the lighmings s|iine,orthunders raise their voictip 

See the sage Rittenhousc, with ardent eye. 
Lift the long tube, and piep*ce the starty sky: ., 
Clear in his view the circling systems roll, 
And broader splendors gild me central pole. 
He marks what laws th' eccentric waitdVers bind, 
Copies creation in his forming mind. 
And bids, beneath his hand, in semblance rise. 
With mimic orbs, the labours of the skies* * 

There wondering crowds,' with raptur'd eye, behold ' 
The spangled heav'ns their mystic maze unfold; 
While each glad sage his splendid hall shall grace^ 
With all the spheres that cleave th' etherial sp^ce. 
. To guide the sailor in his wandVing way. 
See Godfrey's glass reverse the beanis of day* 
His lifted quadrant to the eye displays 
from adverse skies the counteracting rays: 
And marks, as devious sails bewildet'd roll, 
Each nice gradation firo^ the stedfast pole* 
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^le name of eneinifis; the people ^ik whom ^hey 
luive engaged this countiy m: war, and againsc whom 
they now command our implicit suppdrt in every 
measure of desperate hostility: thb people, despised av 
rebels, are acknowledged as enemi^ are abetted 
! against you; supplied with b^tty military store; their 
interests consulted, and their ambassadors entertained j 
by your inveterate enemy! and our ministers da^e not 
interpose wicltdigni^ or effect* Is ^is die honor of 
a great kingdom? Is this the indignane spirit of Eng» 
land, who but yesterday, ggve law to the house of 
Bourbon? My lords, the dignity of nations demands 
a. decisive^ conduct in a situadcm like this. 

This ruinous and ignominious situation, where we 
cannot act with success^ nor snfler with honor^ caOs 
upon us to remonstrate in the strongest and loudest 
bmguage of truth, to rescue the ear of Majesty from 
the deluaiGW i«4ucfa smround it. The desperate state 
of our arms abroad is in part known. No man thinks 
more highly of them than I do^ I love amS honor the 
English troops. I know they caor aehieve any thing 
«cce^ impossibilities: and I kacyw that the eonquest 
of English America is ad impossiirilityii You cannot^ 
I venture t6 say it, jrou CANNOT conquer America. 

Y«ur armies, last war, effected every thing thcrt 
could be effected; and what was it? It cost a mimerouft 
army under the command of a noost aUb general, now 
a noUe lord in this. House, a long and laborious cam- 
paign to expel five thousand Frendimen fi^m Freneh 
America* My lords, you CANNOT conquer Ame> 
xica. What ia your present situation tiiere^ We do not 
know the worsts but we know, that in three campaigns 
we have done nothing, and sufibred mueh. We shafl 
^xm know, smd in any event, have reason to lanient, 
what may have happened since. 

As; to conquest, ttete&re, my lords, I repeat^ it in 
imposaiblie. You may sw^di every expense^ and every 
effort, still mono extravagamly ; ' pile and^ ac^iumulate 
every assistance you can buy or borrow^ traffic and 
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barter wilk c^ver^ UnLe pitiful G^tnan pringe^ wbo 
dd&s h% «ul>j.«ct8 to the shambles of a, foreign potv^^ 
your e^orts are forever va5n md ioipoteot;, doubly so 
from thisMnfirx:femry ^d on whkh you rely. Fork 
irr]j^te3 ^ an^mcurable resentmetit, the minds of youp* 
enemies, to overrun them with the mercenary sons of 
rapine and plunder; devoting them and their posses** 
sions to the.rapacity of hireling cruelty! If I were an 
American, as I Am an Englishman, while a foreign 
troop Remained in-m^y country,' I NEVER would ' 
lay down my arms; NEVER, NEVER, NEVER.x 



ScEilE FROM THE TRAGEDY OF CaTO. 

./ Ca,to, Liuciys, and Sampronius. 

C to "I7'-^T'HERS,we6ncc again are met in council: 
' Jl Cesar's approach hasisummonM us together, 
And Rome attetids her fate from our resolves. 
How shall we treat this bold, aspiring man? 
Success still follows him, and backs his crimes: 
Phars^lia gave him Home, Egypt has since 
Receiv'd his yoke, and the whok l^ile is C6sa]:^s. 
Why should I mention Juba's overthrow. 
And Sexto's death? Numidia's burning sands 
Still smoke with blood. 'Tis^time we should decree 
What 4:ourse to ^e. Our foe advances on ^x&y 
And eni^iea us even Libya's sultry deserts. 
Fathers, pronounce your dioughts; are they stiUJixM 
To hold it out, and fight it to the last? 
Or are your hearts subdu'd at length, and wrought 
By time ai^ ill^ success to a submission? 
Sempronius, speak. 

Semproniu^. My voiee is ^till for war^ 
Heav'ns! can a Roman senate long debate, 
Which of the two to choosey slav'ry or death] 
No; let us rise at once, gird on our swords, 
And at the. head of our remakuog troops, 
- - . Z 
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Attack the foe, break through the thick array 

Of bis throng'd legions, and charge home upon hini. 

Perhaps some arm, more lucky than the rest. 

May reach his heart, and free the world from bondage. 

Rise, fathers, rise! His Rome demands your help; 

Rise, and revenge her slaughtered citizens^ 

Or share their fate! The corpse of half her senate 

^Manure the fields of Thesssdy, while we. 

Sit here deliberating in cold debates, 

If we should sacrifice our lives to honor. 

Or wear them out in servitude and chains. 

Rouse up, for shame! our brothers of Pharsalia 

Point at their wounds, and cry aloud. To battle! 

Great Pompey^s shade complains that we are slow, 

And Scipio's ghost stalks unreveng'd among us. 

Cato. Let not a torrent of impetuous zeal 
Transport you thus beyond the bounds of reason* 
True fortitude is seen in great exploits 
That justice warrants, and thai wisdom guides. 
All else is towVing frenzy and d'lstraction. 
Are not the lives of those who draw the sword 
In Rome's defence intrusted to our care? 
Should we thus lead them to the field of slau^ter. 
Might not th' impartial world with reason say, 
We lavished at our death the blood of thousands, 
To grace our fall, and make our ruin glorious? 
Lucius, wd next would know what's your opinion? 

Luc*. My thoughts, I must confess, are turn'd on 
peace. 
Already have our quantsls fiU'd the world 
With widows, and with orphans. Scythia mourns 
Our guilty wars, and earth's remotest regions 
Lie half unpeopled by the feuds of Rome. 
'Tis time to sheathe the sword, and spare manldnd. . 
It is not Cesar, but the gods, my fathers; 
The gods declare against us; repel 
Our vain attempts. Tp urge the foe to battle, 
Prompted by blind revenge, and wild despair. 
Were to refuse th' awards of P;x)vidence, 
And not to rest* in Heav'n's determination* 
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Already have we shown our love to Rome; , 
Now let us show submission to the gods. 
We took up arms, not to revenge ourselves, 
But free the commonwealth; when this end fails, 
Arms have no further use: our country's cause, ' 
That drew our swords, now wrests them from our 

•! hands, 
And bids us not delight in Roman blood, 
Unprofitably shed* What men could do. 
Is done already. Heav'n and earth will witness, 
If Rome must fall, that we are innocent. 

Cata* Istt us appear nor rash nor diffident; ^ 

Immod'rate valour swells into a fault; 
And fear^ admitted into public councils, 
Betrays like treason. Let us shun them both. '^ 
Fathers, I cannot see that our affaks 
Are gixiwn thus despVate: we have bulwarks round us: 
Within our walls are troops inured to toil 
In Africa's heats, and season'd to the sun: 
Kuihidia's spacious kingdom lies behind us, 
Ready to jis& at its young prince's call. 
While there is hope, do not distrust the gods; 
Btit wait at least till Cf aar's near approach 
Force us to yicld# 'Twill never, be too late 
To sue for chaiiis and own a conqueror. 
Why should Rome fall a moinent ere her time; 
No, let us draw our term of freedom out 
In its full length, and spin it to the last; 
So shall we gain still one day's liberty; 
And let me perish, but in Cato's judgnient, 
A day, an hour of virtuoiiis liberty, 
fe worth a whole eternity \n bondaj^t . 
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Extract from an Oration, delivered at Bos- 
ton, July 4, 1794, in Commemoration op Ame- 
rican Independence. 

AMERIC AJ^S! you have a counti^vast in extent? 
and embracing all the varieties of th& most salu- 
brious climes: held not by charters Wrested froiti tm^ 
wiHing kings, but the bountiful gift of the Author of 
nature. The exuberance of your population is daily 
divesting the gloomy wilderness of its rude attire, and 
splendid cities rise to cheer the dreary desert. You 
have a government deservedly celebrated aS ** givihgj 
the sanctions of law to the precepts of rcdson;" pre- 
senting, iiistead of the rank luxuriance of naturadlicen- 
tiousne3s, the corrected ^weets of civil liberty. You 
have ibught the battles of freedom, and inkfaidled 
that sacred flame which now glows with vivid fervouf 
through the greatest emf^re in Euro^^* 

We indulge the sanguine hop)e,thiithfr ecptallamtt 
and virtuous coftducrwill hereafter aflbrdexaohpfesctf 
imitation to all surronitdmg nations. That tbe'blissfvif 
period will soon arrive When man "^haU be eidviertedtb 
his prJ^altive cliaractef; when ttlahiinatedreswon m& 
regulated liberty shril OAcfi tflo*»e exhibit hiih i^ th6 
image of his Mtikcrj when all the inhabita»^ts of the 
globe shall be freemeti and fellow^tjitiaens, add E^t^ 
riotism itself belost in univemd philanthropy. Then 
shall volumes 6f incense iAceiSahtly toil from akan^ 
inscribed 16 Bfeerty. then di^ the tftnyiitterAble va* 
rieties of the human ra^e tiliiteiily « WWship in h^ 
sacred temple, Whose pflbt^ fefeaU r6st on dve remo- 
test corners of the earth, and whose arch will be the 

ault of heaven.'* 
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Dialogue between a white Inhabitant, of the 
United States and an Indian. , 

liTh V "M ^\F OUR friends, the inhabitants of tbe 
Wtitteman. ^ United States, wish to bury the 

Tomahawk, and live in peace with the Indian tribes. 

Indian* Justice is the parent of peace* The Indians 
love war only as they love justice. Let us enjoy 0up 
rights, and be content with yours, and we wilL hang 
the tomakawk and scalping knife upon the tree of 
peace, and sit down together binder its branches* 

W* Man* This is what we desire, and what jisyour 
interest as well as ours to promote* We have often 
made leagues with you; they have; been as often bro- 
ken. If justice were your guide^ and peace your de- 
sire, they would be 'better regarded. 

Ind* The White Men are robbers. We doi not 
choose to be at peace with robbers; it is more to our 
htHior to be at war with them. 

W* Man. It is in our power to punish the aggres- 
sors; we have mc»re WAnriorsthanthe;Indiaiis;butwe 
choose to employ arguments rather than force. 

Ind, I have heard the arguments of White Men: 
llhey are a fair bait; but their intentions are a bearded 
'liook.> You call us brothers, but you treat us: like 
beasts; you wish to trade with us, thatyou ixiay cheat 
•usi you would ^ve us peace, but you wo9uId take our 
lands, and leave i^s nothing, worth fighting, for. 

W. Man* The white men 'want .your landsj but 
they are willing to pay for them. The grejat Parent 
has given the earth to aRjueii in common to improve 
for their sustenance. He. dieUghts in the'wmbers of 
his chikhien. If any h&v^ ^ supi^rior plaiih, it must he 
-thoseYw}io,.hyi their artaancLind^Qltry^f: ail support the 
greatest number on the smallfi^fcl^mtfi^y. / i; , ... 
■I Ind* Tlya is the/w^ ypuj tflJb; (yi>u, ^t .dtflfer^tttly. 

v¥iQuixa»re gofijclQAJ^wtoiifufi^jPiiit'l^d 
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own setdemetits. The sword shalldestroyyoiU'fri^QdSt 
and the fire, comsume your dwellings. 

Ind, We love peace; we. love am* friends; we love 
all men^ as much as you. When your fadiers came 
ioverihe big water^ we treiated them as*brothers: they 
liad nothing: peace smd plepty were among u^. Att 
die. land was ours^ from the e^t to the west water; 
from the mountains of snow ia the porth, to the burn- 
ing path ;of the sun in the soii^tb. They were ifiade 
welcome to our land atid to all we possessed. To talk 
like .White Men, they werebeggars^ and we their ben«- 
efactors: they were tenants at will, and we their landr 
lords* But we nourished a viper in our bosoms. You 
have poisoned us by your luxury; spread contention 
ftmong us by your.subtlety, and death by your trea,ch- 
cry. The Indians have but two predominant passions^ 
friendship and revenge*. Deal with us as friends, and 
you may fish in our rivers or hunt in our forests. Treat 
,us not like servants; we shall never own you as mas- 
ters. If you provoke us, our vengeance shall pursue 
you. We shall drink your blood; you may spill ours. 
We had rather die in honorable war, than live in dis- 
honorable peace. 



Extract from an Oration pronounced At* 

BosTojj, July 4, 1796. 

• • ~ 

THAT the best way for a great empire to tax tier 
colonies is to' confer benefits ^ upon them, and^ 
that no rulers have a right to levy ccmtributionsupon 
the property, or exact the services of their subjects, 
without their own, or the consent of their immediate 
representatives, were principles neVer recognised by 
the ministry attd patKa^mtJnt of Great-Britain. FdtaSly 
enamoured of thetr selfish systems of policy, and otfsti- ' 
nately determined to effect the execution of their iks* 
farious purposes, they were. deaf to the suggestions df 
Sreason and the demands of Justice. The frantic,<hough 
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tfSitisient ^ntYgy ^f iiltoxic^ted rage was exhibked iff 
tfceir every act, and bteckened and distorted the fea^* 
ttttes 6f tneir national character. 

Oti^the C6ntraty, Americans had but oi^ object ia 
vifeW, for in Iiidependetice are coiicetttrated and cdn- 
dettsed'€vcry blessing that tinakes life desirable, ^very 
right and t^ery privilege which can tend to the hap^ 
piness or secure the nativi^ dignity of tt>an. In the at- 
t^fnment of Indepeti^ence wet*e all their pasdiotlSf 
theif de^ii%s, and their powers engaged. The iiitre-* 
pidity and magnanithity df their armiei^; the wisdom 
^nd inflexit&e firmness of their Congreifej the a^dincy 
df thfeir patViotism; their uiirepihing patience, whtffi 
assailed by dangers and perplexed With aggravatt*d 
misfortunes, have long and deservedly ert^tey^d th«' 
pen of panegyric and the tdfigiatt t^f ^wlilpgy. 

Through the whole revolutionary cdnfiict, ai <iotl*5sti 
ency and systematic regularity were preserv^d^ ecjually 
tim6¥k\A^ aft exti^^rcllttm^y. Iht' Mn^' of dei^gii a»d 
classically correct arrangement of the series of iditU 
dents, which completed the Epic story of American 
Independence, were aor w^cnvderfy^^ ^ vmfi Witjmght, 
that political Hyp^ltfkidtsi^ w^ ^a&hed at ilict 
mighty jprodoctidfi^ d^d fo^eed to jdk her iskt^f Env^, 
in a^i^andiv^ the gloMoM tomposhi^dii; 

It is my pkadngdlity^ P0ff fetl^iw-^ila^enb, to felici- 
tate you o^ (he estabtishtttent^f ^# i^dtn^ls^ereigtt* 
ty; and amfo^gthe various s«tbj^i^s f&r cidt)gf^atulatio& 
and itfj«iking, this i&i not the Mtist uninfifpott^nl, tticft 
Heaveti ti^sf^ared so mseny v^etans in the aft of waff; 
so many s^es, who are verted in the iM^t ^ditics df 
peace; rtieft, W%io were able f o fftstfuffct and to^goyertt, 
and whos^fi^ithfiil seryiees-, whdsenlM'emitted^ex^rrion^ 
to promote mepttlffic prdspetity^ entl^fc thettt t<J d«r 
firmest confidence and walpto^k gt^ltuidfe.' Uniting in 
^he celebration of this anniversary, I am happy to behold 
many of the illustrious remnant of that band of patriots, 
who, despising danger and death, determined to be 
free, or gloriously perish in the cause. Their counte* 
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nances beam inexpressible delight? our joys are increfts* 
ed by their presence; our raptures are heightened by 
their participation. The feelings, which inspired them 
in the " times whiqh tried meirs souls,'' are conununi- 
^ cated to our bosoms. We catch the divine spirit which- 
impelled them to bid defiance to the c4A3gregate^ host 
of despots. We swear to preserve the blessings they 
toiled to gain, which they obtained by the incessant 
labours of eight distressful years; to transmit to our 
posterity, our rights undiminished, our hotfour untar- 
aished, and our freedom unimpaired. 

On the last page of Fate's eventful volume, with the 
raptured ken of prophecy, I behold Columbia's name 
Recorded; her future honours and happiness ipscribed. 
In the same important book the approaching end of 
Tyranny and tjst^ ;triumph of Rig^t and Ju^^'Ice are 
written in indelible icharacters. The struggle will soon 
, be over; the tottering thrones of despots will quickly 
611, and bury their proud incumbents in their massy 

ninsi 

« 

Then peace on earth shall hold her easy sway, 
Akid man forget his brother man to slay. 
- To martial arts, shall milder arts succeed; 

Who blesses mostr sh^ll gaia th' immortal meed. < 
The ey« of pity shall be fftin'd no more, . 
With vkt'ry's crimson: bsmners stained with gore. 
Thou glorious era, €Otne! Hail, blessed time! 
When fuU-orb'd Freedom shall unclouded shine; 
When ^he; chaste Muses, cherish'd by her ra)^, 
In olive groves shsdl tune their sweetest lays; 
When bounteous Ceres shall direct her car. 
O'er fields now. blasted with the fires of war; ~ 
And angels view, . with joy and wonder jein'd, 
The goTdj^u. 9^ retuh/d %o iih?s& mahkind! . 
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Dialogue between £x)ward and Harry, 

[Edward, ahne^ reading'.'] 
Enter Harry, with an important air. 

Harru. TJ^W are you, Ned? 

^* Xn Edward* What, is it yoo, brother 
Harry? Were it not for ihe small part of your face, 
that appears between your fore*top and your cravat^ 
I should never know you. 

! Har* My appearance is a little altered, to be sure; 
tyut I hope you will allow it is for the better. 

Edw. I wish I could. I perceive, that, some how 
or other, you are completely metamorphosed from a 
plain country lad, to a Boston buck, beau, or fop: 
which is th^ current word in your varying town dia- 
lect, to express such a thing as. yourseli? 

Har. Ah, either of them will do. The young la* 
dies scrmetimes call me Tippy Harry; that suits my 
ear the best. 

_ ^ 

Edw. That, I suppose, means a little fop, or, as I 
should express it, 2iJoppee^ who is obliged to stand tip- 
toe to reach a lady her fan. 

Har. One of your clownish blunders, Ned. It 
means an airy young gentleman, dressed out in com- 
'plete bon ton from head to foot, like .myself. 

Edw. " An airy young gentleman,, dressed out in 
complete hon to% &c. &c." This definition may be of 
service to me; I will try to remember it. You alw«y$ 
possessed one quality of a gentlei][ian, a large share of 
good humour: I hope you will not be angry, brother, 
if I am a little inquisitive. 

Har. Do, Ned, leave o£f using that oldfashioned 
word: I had rather you would do any thing to me than 
brother me at this rate. If you should come to 
Boston, dressed as you are now, with your clumsy 
shoes, course stockings, great smaU-clothes,liome-spun 
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coat) and your old rusty go-to-mill hat, and sha^^e 
hands with me, in your awkward vrjaLy; and then, to 
complete the whole, should call me ir other,- 1 should 
be thunderstruck! Formy,credit^s sake, I should swear 
it was some crazy stragg^, I had«eeni|i the country, 
and given a few coppers to keep himirom at^rving. I 
would hide behind the counter, or lie rolled up in a 
piece of broadcloth a week, father than be caught in 
auth a'sqrape. e. 

Edww Aiv airy y^img gandeihan, indeedF! .wsoaU 
jfrwearto half a dqzfin lies, hide behind the i^qudteit^ 
and roll yourself up in a piece of broadclotiH^itk^ k 
isilkworm, to sav^e y6ur creditf You have ^ impr^aived 
much beyond my expectations, Tippy Harry! Tluia 
sounds better in your refined ear than brother Hatry, 
I suppose. 

Har* Yes it does, Ned, Fllassure you: that's your 
sort! You begin to come on a iitcle. Now I'lltellyou 
how it is, Ned; if you would take your old musty.lfc 
brary here, and lay it all on the fire together*^ and bum 
all your old-fashioned cldthes with it, and then go to 
Bos'ton — 

Edw. What, without any clothes, Harry? 

Hdr. Why y I think I should about as lief be seen 
with youstark naked, as with your coarse, narrow^ 
backed, short- watsted coat. But as I was saying be- 
fore, then put yourself under tl\e csyre of a tailor, bar- 
ber, shoemaker, and dancing master; keep a store of 
English goods^ about three months,, go to'the Theatre 
a doE^n nights,, chat with our Boston Tippies, h^ve a 
feir high goes, and freeze a^d thaw two or three 
times, for you are monstmusly stiff; I say after all this; 
I believe, Ned, you would make a very cleverieUow. 

£dw^ The freezing and thawing is a kind jof 
discipUae I should not so readily comply with* I have 
heard of several of your clever JhUows^ and ladies of 
your- sort, who were found froeen in old bams, and 
behind board fences; but I never knew they w^e so 
fortunate as to thaw again. $ir<o^, Harry, I wiS be 
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serious with you. Your airy young gentleman, in my 
opinion is a very insipid character j far beneath my 
ambition. A few materials from behind the counter, 

,the tailor's needle and -shears, the barberV puff artd 
pomatum, a little sheep-ski^i modified by tne shoe- 

. maker, and what is the most insignificant of all, a little 
supple, pony machine, that in plain English, 1 should 
call a naked fool; to strut about the streets with all this 
finery; catry it to the theatre, or dancing school; and 
teach it to say a few pretty thiligs by rote; these make 
the gemleman of your sort. Mine is composed of 
quite dmerent materials. 

Har. Pray let me know what they are? homespun, 
I dare say. I am superfine, you see, from head to 
footi ' 

Edw. Yes, Harry, you have blundered into one 

•just observation. In Ae first place, 1 would- lay up a 
good store of knowledge, hon^e-sfun from my own re- 
flections, reading and observations ^ not the second- 
handed smattering of the most ignorant of all beings 
who use a tongue. The tailor^s, barber's, and dancing- 
master's bill should not show an inventory of aii I 
possessed. They may make my clothes, dress my hair, 
and teach me how to bow; but there^must be some- 
thing niore to command the bow of respect from peo- 
ple of sense, the judges of real merit. In short, I would 

\ be a gentleman farmer; too well informed to be influ- 
enced by your railing newspaper politics; "too much 
delighted with the bleating and playing of the flocks 
in my own pasture, to read the h^ad of Theatricalsj 
or be amused with any drove of stage players, that 
have invested our country from Charleston to Ports- 
mouth. And I should be much more proud of raising 
one likely calf, than as many of the most insipid of 
all animals, called TipphSy s^s cpuld stand in every 
rflbop in Cornhill. 
.... 2 A . 
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David and Goliatb. 

r. V..AI. \ \ THERE is the mighty man of war, 
Gobath. YV who daws . 

Accept the challenge of PhiUstta'a chief? 

What victor- king, what general drench'd in blopd^ 

Claims this high privilege? What are his rights? 

What proud credentials does the boaster brio^ 

To prove his claim? What cities laid in ashes, 

What ruin'd provinces, what alaughter'd realms. 

What heads of heroes, and what hearts of kings, 

lo battl& kill'd, or at his altars slain, 

Has he to boast? Is ills bright arnoory 

Thick set with spears, and swords, and coats of mail, 

Of vanquish'd dations, by lus single arm 

Subdu'd? Where is the mortal man so bold. 

So much a wretch, so out of love with life. 

To dare the weight of this uplifted spear. 

Which never fell innoxious? Yet I swear, 

I grudge the glory to his parting soul 

To fall by this right hand. 'TwiU sweeten death, 

To know he had the honour to contend 

With the dread son of Anak. Latest time 

From blank oblivion shall retrieve his name, 

Who dar'd to perish in unequal fight 

With Gath's triumphant champi<»K Come, adyane«f 

-Philistia's gods to Israel's. Sotmd, my hendd, 

Sound for the battle straight!' 

David. Behold thy foe! 

GoL I see him not. 

Dav. Behold him here! 

GoL Say, where? 
Pirect my sight. I do not war with boys. 

Dav* I stand prepared thy single arm to mine* 

GoL Why, this is mockery, minion! it may chaace 
To cost thee dear. Sport not with things above thee; 
But tell me who, of all this numerous host> 
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»ct8 hia death from me? Whicli is the man, 
Whom Israel sends to mejet my bold defiance? 

Dav^ The election of my sovereign falls on me* 

G9l* On- thee! on thee! by Dagon, 'tis too much* 
Thou curled minion! thou a nation's champion! 
'Twbuld move my mirth at any other time; 
But trifling's out of tune; Begone, light boy! 
And tempt me not too far. 

Dav, 1 do defy tbec. 
Thou foul idolater! Hast thou not stcom'd 
The armies of the living God I serve? 
By me he will avenge upoti thy head 
Thy nation's sins and thine. Arm'd with his name, 
Unshrinking, I^ dare meet the stoutest foe 
That .ever bathM hia hostile spear in blood. 

Gol. Indeed! 'tis wondrous wellfNow, by my gods; 
The stripling pbys the oratdr! Vain boy! 
Keep close to that same bloodless war of wovdi. 
And thou shall sdll be safe. Ib&gae-valiant warrior 
Where is thy sylvan crook, with, garlands hung, 
Of idle field flo^wers? Where thy wanton h^arp^ 
Thbb/dainty-finger'd helro? Better stri&e 
Its note lascivious; or, the lulling^ lute 
Touch 8Qftly,.thaB provoke th& tempest's rage. 
I will not stain the hotter of my spear 
With th}l inglorious blood* Shall that fair cheek 
Be soarr'd with wounds unseemly? RaUier go. 
And hold fond dalliance with the Syrian maids; 
To wsmton measures dance; and let them braid^x 
The bright kixuriance of thy golden hair; 
They, for their lost Adonis^ may mi9take 
Thy dainty form. 

basu Keace^ tfaoumnhallow'd i^dierf 
O tell it not in.Gath^ nor let the sound 
Reach Askelon, how^onrceyour slaughter'd lords^^ 
By mighty Samson, found one common grave: 
When his broad shoulder the firm pillars heavM, 
And to itrfanBe llie totfring iabric shook* 
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Goh Insulting boy; perhaps thou hast not heafd 
The infamy of that inglorious day. 
When your weak hosts at Eben*ezer pitch'd ^ 
Their quick-abandon'd tents. Then, when your ark, 
Your tabsman, your chann,*your boasted jnedgo 
Of safety and success, was tamely lost! 
And yet not tamely, since by me Was won. 
When with this good right-arm, I thinn'd your ranks, 
Ard bravely crush'd, beneath a single blo|r,: 
The chosen guardians of this vanned shrine, 
Hophni and Phineas. The fam'd' ark itself, 
I bore to Ashdod. ^ r • ■ . 

Dav* I Temember too, ^ 

Since thou provok'st th' unwelcome truths how all 
Your blusUng priests beheld their idol's -^hame; 
When prostrate Da'gon fell before the ark. 
And your frj^il god was shiver'd. 'Then Philist^a, 
Idolatrous Philistia flew for succour ■• • i • >/ 

Tolgrael's. help, and all her smitten nobles. 
Confc;&s'd the Lord was God, and the blest ark. 
Gladly, ^ith reverential awe restarM!* . . > ^^ ' 

GoL By Ash^jod's fame thoii ly'st. Now' vriil^r 
meet tftce^ .•••,-•: ^ ; i. . -- j)t;ft ^l 
Thou insect Warrior! v.nce tbdii?dar^8t.me thus? i c 1' 
Already I beholcl tlq^ mangkd limbs, w - ? ^> i' / ^ 
Disseter'd each from each, ere long to 'feed . • * ' 
'the fierce bk>od-snulffing vulture. Mark znh welif :i 
Around my spear I'll twist thy shining locks,* . '*^- 
And toss in ^ir thy head all gask'd with wounds^ 
Thy lips, ypt quiv'ring with the dire convulsioa ^ 
Of recent death! ^t thou natternfied? • J 

Dav. No. .' , : - • • . 

True courage h nbt.mov'd bybneath ptwOtds; 
But the rash bravery of bdiling^ Uood, 
Impetuous, knows do settled principle. 
A feverisb"tide, it has its ebbs and 'flows, * 
•As spif^ta rise car fall, as wine inflames, . ' 
Or circumstauces change. But inbom acoumge,.^ 
, The gen'rotts child of fortitude and faith, 
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Holds its firm empire in the ccHistant soul; 
And, like the stedfast pole star, never once 
From the same fixM and faithful point declines. 

GoL The curses of Philistia's gods be on thee! 
This fine drawn speech is meant to lengthen out 
That little life thy words pretend to scorn. 

Ddv. Ha! say'st thou so? Come on then! Mark u» 
well. 
Thou^om'st to me with sword, and spear, and shield? 
Ih the dread name of Israel's God^ I come; 
The living Lord of Hosts, whom thou defy'st! 
Yet though no shield I bring; no arms, except 
These five smooth stones I gather'd from the brook^ 
With such a dimple sling as shepherds use) 
Yet all exposed, de^nceless *as I am, 
The God I serve shall give thee up a prey- 
To my victorious arm. This day I mean 
To make th' uncircumciscd tribes confess 
Thfere is ft God iti Israel. 1 will give thee, 
Spite of thy vaunted strength, and giant bulk, 
To glut the carrion kites. Nor thee alone; 
The mangled carcasses of your thick hosts 
Stiall spread' the pljajljis of Elah^ till Philistia, 
Through all her trembling tents and flying bands, 
Shall own that Judah's God is God indeed! 
r dare thee to the trialf 

Goi. Follow me. 
In this good spear I trust. 
• Dav. I trust in Heaven! 
The God of battles stimulates my arm, 
Aixd fires my soul with ardour, not its own. 



An Oration on the Powehs of Eloqijence, 
written fok an exhibition of a school t!n* 
Boston, 1794. 

AMIDST the-piiofiision of interesting and fatlliant* 
objects in this assembly^shouldtKe speaker be abht 

2A2 
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to engage ihe attention q£ a few eyes, and a few ears, 
he will esteem his reception flattering. To another 19 
allotted the pleasing task of closing the evening, with 
remarks on Feinale Education,* It is mine to recom- 
mend the POWERS OF ELOQUENCE, and to 
show the influence which it justly challenges, over the 
st^n^es, passions and understandings of mankind* 

Eloquence consists in a\ capacity of expressing, by 
the voice, attitude, gesture, and countenance, the eaio- 
tions of the heart. To this art, Demosthenes and Ci^ 
cero owe their immortality; by this, the late earl of 
Chatham gained his celebrity; and to this, are the 
great politicians, now in Europe, indebted for their 
distinction. Eloquent oaen begin to be heard with at- 
tention in our Congress; pulpit orators gain crowds^ 
and eloquent lawyers gain. causes; 

When the enlightened Statesman is discussing the 
interests of. a country, on which are grafted his for- 
tune, fame and life, he must be eloquent. When the 
general harangues a brave soldiery, at the eve of a 
battle, on which depend their liberties and lives, he 
mmt be eloquent. When the compassionate lawyer, 
, without hope of reward, advocates the cause oftht suf- 
fering widow, or injui;ediorphan^ he mtuft be eloquent. 

But ^hen true eloquence is introduced into the sa- 
cred desk, how elevated is the subject of the passion 
on the cross! With what animating aeal can the prea- 
cher call on hi* hearers^ to ^^ open a highway for their 
^od!" With what rapture can he bur^t from the gloom 
of types and figures, into the brightness of that ever- 
lasting Gospel which brought " life and immortality to 
light!" With what heaven-taught joy can he hail the 
scar in the East! and wilh what semblance of reality 
may, he lead the imaginations of his audience to a 
sight of the babe in the manger! If h^feel such sub-^ 
jects he must be ^oqfuent and irresistible. 

May we now look back and trace the progress and 
influence of Eloquence on different subjects, and at 

• • • • B 

* See American Preceptor, p. 47. 
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various fieriods? How do we feel its poweri, when we 
hear pavid expressing the pppearing of the Highestl 
^^ He bowed the h^vaaa'^ also, and came dt)wn, and 
darkness was un.der his feet; hs rode upon a cherub,- 
and did fly, and be wa» seep toon the wings of the 

wind." , ' . . 

Who can hear, fnd»out eni6&ion^ the sublime elo- 
qutsnce of the pr^^phjet Isaiah, when he afTnounces the 
^ture gjory of thei Church? '? Violence shall no more 
be heard in.^y Land; wasting nor destruction with-* 
in thy borders; but thou shalt call thy avails Salvation, 
and thy gates. Praise,"* 

But in wh^t l^guage has the prophet Habakkuk 
described the majesty of the Creator? " Before him 
went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at 
his feet: he stopd, and mea€»ired the earth: he beheld, 
and drove asunder the nations;, the everlasting moun* 
tains were scattered: the perpetual hiHs did bow: his 
ways are everlasting." Let us pass in respectful silence 
the eloquence of Hipo, who '* spake, as never man 
apakec">. 

But our attention is:immediately arrested by the de- 
fence of Paul before Agrippa; in which he describes a 
light from heaven, above the brightness of the mid-day' 
sun; when be d^jcliares \i^ conversion, and commission 
to be a minister, and witness of those things, which 
he had seen, and of those things, in which the Saviour 
would appear unto him. ** Whereupon," says he, 
** O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly visipti." 

Nor can we fail to mention that eloquence, which 
.' made Felix tremble on l\is throne. Nor can we read, 
unmoved, Paul's solemn account of the resurrection; 
when, '* in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
the dead shall be raised, and we shall be changed," 
But when we come to the visidn on the isle of Patmos, 
where the glory of Heaven was unveiled to a man of 
God, we are lost in the majesty and sublimity of the 
deacriplion of things, which must be hereafter; and 
must close the Sdcred scriptures, convinced of the irre- 
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aistible Powers of Eloquence -when employedupocidi* 
vine subjects. 

Among themes less .interesting, is there one^^ott 
which these powers have been tmsucceasfully em{)loy- 
cdi we read how the eloquence of-one man governed 
all hearts in Greece, and how astonishing was its e& 
icct from the immortal orat^- at {fe>me. Ail civilized 
nations can furnish facts and arguments on this sub^ 
ject. Wherever arts and' sciences have found a resi^*^ 
dence, oratory has been a sure attendant. 

I am obliged to pass, with regret, the charactem^ 
of D'Espremenil, Mirabeau, Burkey Fox, Flood;, and' 
Grattan, who, within our own days, have made the 
Senates of three different kingdoms ring with their 
eloquence. Widi- greater reluctance must I pass the 
memorable time, when altthe senses, passions, and al- 
most breath of five thousand people were suspended 
at the admirable eloquence x»f Sheridan^ while hedoi* 
scribed the cruelties of Hastings on the baoks of the 
Ganges; when with uftfeelfng madness that despot red-^ 
dened the waters with the blood of mothers and their 
infants, and made even the river blush for the honor 
of the British name. 

With pleasure I bring my sBbject tothe scenes of my 
native country; and here could^ with the entlfmsiasni^ 
of Columbus in his vision, ptesent before you the lofty 
Andes,the majestic Mississippi, thebeautful Ohio,tlM^ 
falte of Nrageu-a, and the lakes of the north. I mightr 
take a view of this coun&y, extending through the' 
five zones, comprehending all the climates, and pro*- 
dttcing all the varieties of the earth. 

Our eat% have heard what w^Hidtrs have been'' 
wrought in United Annerica^ Our eyes see its pres^ 
ent happy situation. After many toils and coofvulsions^ 
We at length find ourselves safe on the>top of Nebo^ 
and our- Moses yet alive at the head of om^ rulersw^ 
Hence we Jook forward to the fluttering prospects of 
fnturky^ Our orators and poets have ann>ouncedl>ie8sw 
edvthings in the ldti«r< days^ Our prc^hettF^r hav^ 
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^^ght us^to expect the reality *of golden dreams. The 
kaves of-our future history are gilded, and the pages 
are left tor be filled up, with the actions of a long list 

. We ^re toU, that oni this our tmtive spot of earth, 
davJsh govemmentand slavish hierarchies shall cease; 
that here^ the old prophecies shall be verified; that 
here shall be the last universal empire on earth, the 
^Qipire of reason and Virtue; under which the^ gospel 
of .peace shall^ have free course and be glorified; that 
kere "the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard with the kid, and that nation ^hall no more 
lift up sword against nation." 

• When the philosopher of the East foresaw the beau- 
ty, and excellence of this Western Continent, its im- 
pcien«e' rivers, iakes^ and mountains; cities rising from 
the midst. ofo;desolation; 't men like trees walking," 
tir.ben^jmcewear6:th&: haunts^ of savage beasts; arts and 
l^annctrs: iiDproving; the rose budding in the desert, 
said' the flowers of the garden in the solitary place, 

*ric?b jbdecd was the prospect. But Ai* visions have 
h^^ta&otir realities. Weiive to enjoy blessings, more 
^[tMtnerptts than. Colutttbus could count, 

W^ see sehpols,. academies, atid colleges^ opening 
tl^jrutrciisvires to every <family;aiid are taught, that 

^ i^Hgioti^ liberty and science, are constellations in the 
k<(2vvi^n^<vhich^ amidst the revolution of empires, visit 
in ^UQcession, all the kingdoms and people of the earth* 
\V-e 8c»,Q^e half of the world involved in darkness, 
and oblivious. sleep; while the other is enjoying the 
blessings of day,: and of vigilant industry. 
, )Th<? day: of Americui. glory has at length dawned. 
JHo mdre^. shall meteors of the air, and insects with 
gild^ w^in|[S, lead astray the benighted traveller, nor 
tfott bleftking buzsards of the night triumph over the 
bird of Jove. Prejudice, ignorance^ and tyranhy, are 
fi}iingsoQ the wings of the wind. While this day' is 
<»ttrd')i(^ us be up and doings 

' r 
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May I now introduce my subject within these waSB^ 
And here, how eitensivc is the theme for my feeble 
powers of Eloquence! yet may I employ them^ in sixgr 
gesting the motives whichyour sods and daughtershavo 
to cuUivate their minds. Grati^de to. tbeir .parents; 
your patronage; their own- aailutioD; dxeir prospects', 
of future profit, usefulness^and hmiestfiEime,are among 
the. first. 

But highly important is rendered this morning o£ 
life and privilege to us^ from » consideration, that we\ 
are bom in the best of countries, at the best of timi^s. 
While some of ihe human race are suffering the ex* 
treme heats of burning zoneSvand others are freezing 
beyond the influence. of benignant rays, we Ih^e in a 
climate, temperate,, salubrious, and healthful. Whilb 
some inherit from thttir parents pcnrerty. and slavery, 
we are the heirs of private^ public, andsocial benefits^ 

Our eyes have been opetiednniacountryv ^vvitvcTifc ^^ 
Father of mercies has been fdeased to caodene^ his 
blessings*. On.us.beamsf the suaof Science: jourS' is the' 
bemisphere of Freedoou here are enjcryed TBtE^ 
RIGHTS OF MAN;iandupoii.usdiin»,wrihttefi6ifl<estf 
splendor, the raysof the STAR OF BETHI.EH EM<* 

Blestin.the dispensationsrofnature, provideftee,and 
g^ace, on us depends a:faitbful improvement of^Ui* mi^ 
merous talents. Eariy^ taught the shortness and'-vakitf 
of life, and the importance of ittf^roving eaeih-hdu'r oi 
youth, while we have leisure^ and the assistfmce ptmi 
structers, we early, learn to be diligent. Observing, 
that with our parents, the shadows of the evening be- 
gin to lengthen, and that soon, the wheel will cease to^ 
torn round at the cistern; that soon they nuist kaveus^ 
ahd that we must fill .their places^ ntre leam to be am- 
bitious and emulous to exceL But bejnoad these, we 
have with all other children of the universe, an argia^ 
ment still higher to improve diese prdeiousdays; We. 
live not only for ourselves^ for our parents, frieDd$^ mA 
cauntrv; but for the Giver of life: we live for imirtww 

* mm 

tality. Young as we are, and just entered the bark of 



THE. COLUMSJAN ORAtX3R. 3«y 

limg; yet ISteyoiii, we «re on 'ft boundless ocean, and 
.an ecemal voyage* 

, As £LOQU£NCE is my theme, perhaps I may 
beindulged in dwelling for the feiv remainingmonients, 
on this last mostonterestitig subject. While enjoying 
the blessings of health, and the -festivities of youth, we 
stand on this bri^g^ of life, careless of the rapid cur- 
: rents of yesterdays and 40-m;orrt>w6; yet reflectioti 
teaches that thehbur is tepidly hkstemng, when ** the 
cloud^iapV towers^ the gorgeous palaces; the solemn 
temples; yea, the great globe itself, with all which it 
inherit, sbatt dissolve, and like the baseless fabric of 
a vision, leave not a wreck behind.'* We shall survive. . 

Though the loss of parents and friends; though the 
frequent infirmities and vicissitudes of life, teach us' 
gloomily to reflect, that " An angel's arm can't snatch 
us from t&e grave;" yet a sure pt^e^spect of* a resurrec- 
tion to ceaseless life, bids us say with triumph, ^^ Le- 
gions of .angeb can't confine us there." We look back 
on the ages which have passed, and see the millions of 
men, who since the days of Adam, have been laid in 
the dust. We see nine hundred and fift]^ millions of 
tational beings, now in full life, who must, in a few 
yearst he cold and in death; and in every day of our 
lives, no less than eight^'^six thousand of the human 
(race, are laid in ther grave. What oceans of tears have 
been shed by awrviwng friends! 

Jiow have moaming^ lamentation, and woe been 
heard not only: in Aama, but throughout^every quar- 
ter of the inhabited earth! We ccmtcmplate the time, 
when these bodies ef ours, nowfiifl of life and motion, 
^all be cdd^ We ekvate our thoughts to that scene, 
mhtVL the eiements shall n^lt wkh fervent heat; when 
Hhe sm shall 'be ^rkened, and the moon no more 
l^e light: when the sCavs of heaven shall fall fron» 
their' pfaoes, and aU naiture be tunAling into ruinsu 

Then the trump of God^kall sound; then shdl he 
^ho onw^said, ^^^ Lazarus, come fbrth,'^ descend 
from heaven with a mighty shout* Hien^ ish^ ^ 



rdead ^ear theWme of the Son of GodrtUenshail tbey 
burst the bands of death, and rise, never to sleep again* 
mien shaft this mortal put ob itambrtality^ and death 
be swallpwed up of life. 

We shall be present at this .aiigust resurrection! 
Soons))all we cea^e to see ^.Hlue^cahopyof the da]^, 
and the starr^ cHrtaih of the i^^h^ to hear the &]Ming 
q{ the diunder, or see- the Itf^tsing of the beavent; 
scenes, which now .impress us with aire and delight* 
^We look Tound creation, aii4 see alllivulg:nature^.be* 
low our rank, dissolyiiig: to dust; never to reviv«. Wfc 
see the flowers of spring die, and the leaves of autumn 
fade; never to resume their beauty andverdare* But 
cqntemplating the soul of man, we are led to the-lan- 
guage of ^ the poet, . ; . .. • -j ; 

... • • 

^^ See truth, Ipve, and mercy in triumph dbscending, 
-And nature all glowing in Eden's first -btoomf' - 
Onthe coldchieek of death smiles- and loaes. are blen^- 
• ing, ■ '.'■..'.. :'.• /•' '•. ■-■■ . - . 

And beauty immortal awakes from the totmb«" 

■? . - 

This subject, itself so full of Eloquence, is also fiill 
of instruction and argument. Whatever- elevates the 
dignity of oiir natures, and extends rour'views^ teaches 
us to live; daily to improve our minds; d'a^y to better 
our hearts* May ELOQUENCE ever be improved/ 
in the cause of leatning and virtue; ever employed in 
addressing important truths to the nttind, tin: a moA 
forcible and expressive manner* * \ : 

/ May the daughters of America wear their chso-ms, 
as attendants on their virtue, d^e saC^ttites of their it^ ' 
jnocence, and the ornament of their' 8«c* May. h«r 
sons early learn the principles of: hon^yhoiiealjr^ dili- 
gence^ and patriotism; and when called toleiiysriulsNs 
happy s^ats, where qare is a stranger, -and where 
learning is a free ^ft, be prepared for theiiiardeiiiaixd 
heat of the day „ and ever prove as a QlUBiti<m of rock^ 
tO; their country* ;; / .::::. - : ' . u 
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A Dialogue between a City Gentleman d» 
THE Ton, and a Country Farmer. 

g J TT ALLOC! there, Master? What 

ijen eman, j--|^ j^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ .^^ ^^^^ wallet? 

Farmer, Fowls, Sir, at your service* 
' Gent* And what do you ask a pavi? < 

• Farm* Fifty cents a pair for ducks, and seventy- 
five cents a piece for geese and turkeys. 
. Gent* What is the fellow talking about? I inquired 
the price of fowls; not of geese and turkeys. 

* Famu And pray. Mister, what is the diflFerence 
between a fowl and a goose? My bible teathes me, ^ 
that all the feathered tribe are ranged under the gen- 
eral name of fowl. ' 

Gent. Why, you numskull! don^t quote scripture 
to tne, to prove such palpable absurdities. I can teach 
you, that a goose, or turkey, is no more like a fowl, 
than a human being is like one of the animal creation? 

Farm, I crave your pardon, Mister. I begin to see 
that F never was lam'd the right use of language; 
for, since I come among these fine gendefolks, I don't 
understand one half that's said to me. 

Gent. So it seems. However, you have now enter- 
ed a good school to learn civilization. What I wanted, . 
was, a pair of those creatchures that lay eggs, wul- 
garly called hens« 

• Farm. Why, begging your pardon, Sir, and hoping 
no oilence, I should suppose, that, at least, oneoith^ 
torts r have in my wallet lays e«gg^, irom the multi'- 
tttde X)f ffoslina I see about your stresets* 

. Gmt, Wh^yjo\^ fodJ; where wtre J-ou bred? I 
shobid imagine you come fifty miles off, where th^y 
tell me the people are almost savages; aiid that yoiji 
■were bever in market before* 
. Ffirm. It is true, I. live mace ;tl»33b fifty: miles pf, 
and never was iir this great <^y before; and in i^sx^l 

2B ^ ^ 
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begin to think I never shall desire to be again; for I 
have hitherto met with pretty rough handling, I assure 
ym. ^ 

Gent. No wonder that such ignorance ^ould ex^ 
pose you to insults. A man like you, who has beeq 
brung up among savages, and not able to speak intel* 
ligibly, must expect to receive severe discipline, when 
he first visits a land of civiUzatioru 

'Farm. I begin to see what a sad thing it is, e^e* 
daily in such a place as this, to be so desmute as I^ia 
of the right kind of laming. I confess, that, so. fat 
from croitization^ I have never received but little more 
than chrisfiav'tzatiaiu But I should think, cvtn thai 
ought so. entitle an honest, well-meaning man to bet- 
ter .treatment than I have met with this morning. 

Gent. You have no right to complain. Such a 
blundering blockhead as you are ought to think him^ 
self fotathanate, if he is suffered to pass thc;^ atroeis 
without having his head broke* 

Farm. Indeed I have hardly escaped that. I have 
been accosted a hundred and fifty times since lentered 
4he big town by all sorts and sizes of folks, both niale 
and female. Which, at first, indeed, appealed civit 
j^noughf for not a child in the street but wbsit mas^ 
ter'*d me, as mannerly as though I had teadi'd achocd 
^U my days. But whenever I^ approached them, it 
was old daddy, oklnnan,old fellow, and so on; risitig 
bynJtegrees to such genteel language as you|r.WoEshi|i 
seems to be master of. I hope no offence. Sir.' The 
first time I had the honour to be noticed, a fine getttle- 
firoman called- to ite from her window. So I dvilly 
entered her door; when she squalled^out ** You filtlqr 
brute! Have y^M the impudence- to ,eom«. in at rmf 
front doorf ^^ Did you not call me^ madaimS replied I* 
^ V^s, trulV) sa^s she; but I thoughtiyou had more cmA 
iz^tionj than to s^t your ugly, sqaaret^ord aboe&upoa 
my carpet. I craved her IsKlyship^s pardon; »told her 
H hoped I should leaim civiHzaiioti'hom BMxit^^ooA 
^Jtn^^ aad got 0S^» wd^.a» I could^ . 

■» * ' , 
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ihnu It is evident you know nothino; of the world* 

Farm* How shpuld I, since I live an iiundred miles 
t>fF, ami ne\'er read scarcely any thing but my Wble 
and plalm book? - 

Genu. Ay, sure enough. You are much to be piti* 
cd. Why^ according to the rules of civtUzationy yott 
offended the lady insufferably. 

Farm. So I perceiv^ though, at first, I could not 
t»nceive, for the life of me, what harm there could 
be in entering the frontdoor, since there wds no other 
in the house; nor how my shoes could give offence^ 
inasmuch as they were perfectly clean* 

Genu Why, did not 3'ou just acknowledge they 
where unfashionable? ' 

Farm* Ay^ right. And mayhap she discovered 
<he naib in the hetils; though I could have assured 
her they would not scratdi; for they were well drove,, \ 
and the heada smooth* Well, as I was saying, soon 
after I escaped from her ladyship's civilities, I was 
stopped by a squire-looking gentleman, whose palate 
wad sc!t for the same dainty that yours was,fbwl$. I told 
hftm I had as fine ones as ever ^were hatched. So I ^ 
showed himr the whole contents af my wallet; when, 
after examining it critically, he exclaimed, ^^ You in- 
6idtite puppy! I have a mind in my conscience to cane 
you. What, sirrah! tell me you have fowls to sell, 
ivhen 3rou have nothing but a parcel of poultry!" So, 
giving me akiek or two, he tells me to go and leara 
tMlization. 

Gent. And served you right enough too. 
^ Farm. So as I proceeded peaceably through* the 
street, I met a striplings in his soldier^s coat, making 
Ihe sittae use of his swerdas I did of my staff. Having 
a heawy load, and trippiftg my footaHftle, I unfbrti*i«^ 
nately jostled this beardless heroi " What do yoU 
«)ean, you dirty scoundrel!" he instantly excl^med; 
lifting up his sword at the same time. " Have youtio 
teHore <^Hzatian than fo treat an officer of the navy in 
such a rude manner?" I beg pardon, says L It was ^ 
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)>urely'»l accident. ^^ If you were not beneath my no«^ 
tice^ say^ he, swearing a big bath, which I dare not 
repeat I if you were not beneath the notice of a gentle- 
man, I say, I would soon lay you upon your beam 
4nds, you fresh water iobster! You are a9 destitute of 
civilization^ as if you never had been out of sight of 
land in all your life.'' 

^ Gent. You will learn in time to keep at a respect- 
ful distance from gentlemen of the swQrd. It is fort- 
chunate for you, that the officer did not make day- 
light shine through you. 

Farm^ I believe it dangerous, I confess, to ven- 
.ture very near g'entlemen, if these may be called suclu 
Well, the next person I met, I took, from his brogue, 
to be a ^* wild Irishman*" At any rate, he was a fua- 
" ny fellow, and discovered some marks of civiHzQtion* 
Maister, says he, have you any wery good weal in 
your vallet? I do not jinderstand Irish, Mister, replied 
I. Irish] Irish! old mutton-head, said he; nor I neither. 
It is enough for me, that I am able to speak good 
English. I ax'd you what you had Jto selL I am fit* 
ting out a wesstl tor Wenice; loading her wkh warious 
ketbds of prowis^ons, and wittualling her for a long 
woyage; and I want several hundred weight 6f we^, 
wenison, Sec. with aplanty of inyons and vinegar, for 
the preserwation of ealth. I assured him I did not 
coo)prehend his meaning. It is wary natchural, rtr 
plied he, to suppose it, as you are but a poor country 
Tnan and want civilization. So he peaceably withdrew* 
And now, good Mister, (^ squire^ perhaps I ought to 
My; for,'^fore you stopped me, I heard you adoiin* 
jstering oaths;) I say, good 'Squire, as you have con- 
descended t0 give me some useful instruction^ pra^ 
be so kind as to tell me, to what species of animals a 
creature would belong, which should be, in eveiy res- 
pect, exactly like yourself, excepting the addition of a 
pair of lon^ cars? ' 

. Gent. I will not disgrace myself by keeping yowr 
company any longer. [£^ir.] ■ ' . - 
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. Farm, [alone"] What a strange run of luck I'^ have 
liad to-dayl If this is civilization^ I desire to retufn 
'to my savage haunt a^ain. However, I don't despair 
yet of meeting with people of r^tz/ civilization; foi* I 
tiave always been told that this place is n5t without 
its share. Yet I fear they have greatly den-J^nerated 
. from the simple manners of their foref triers. Their 
placing mere civility above Christianity is a plain proof 
of it. The ancestors of this people were anxious 
maii^y to teach their posterity Christianity, not doubts' 
ing but civility would naturally attend it What vexes 
me most i^, that I can't understand their language. 
For toy part, I think they have but littlt reason td 
kiugh at my pronunciatioa* This is the first time I 
ever heard that turkeys, geese, and ducks, were not 
'fowls. They might as well tell mf, that oxen, bulb, 
^nd cows are not catde. I take this last chap to be of 
the race of toxcombs; and I think it is sometimes best, 
to indulge them in their own exiilted opinion of them- 
selves, till experience teaches them their folly. I 
kiiow I am but a plain man; and no one feels the 
tuoint of larning more than I do. But I am certain ^ 
I cannot appear more contemptible in this coxcomb'ij 
eyes, than he does in mine. 



Extract FHoM a Discourse delivered before 
THE New- York Society for promottng th'e 
Manumission of Slaves, April 1^, 1797. By 
Rev. Samuel Miller. 

I HAVE hitherto confined my3elf to the considers^ 
tion of slavery as it exists aqibng ourselves, HEUid ^ 
that unjust domination which is exercised over the AS* 
ricans and their descendants, who are already in our 
country. It is Witt^d regret and indignation which X 
am unable to express, that I call your attention to^ie 
Conduct of some among us, who, instead of diminish* 
ing, strive to increase the evil in question. 

V 
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While the fricDds of humanity, in Europe and 
America, are weeping over their injured fellow-crea- 
tures, and directing their ingenuity and their labors to 
the removal of so disgraceful a monuocieiit of cruelty 
and avaricey there are not wanting men, who claim the 
tide, ai\d enjoy the privileges of American citizens 
who stilT employ themselves in the odious traffic of 
human flesh. 

Yes, in direct opposition to public sentiment, anda 
law of the land, there are ships fitted out, every year, 
in the ports of the ^United States, to transport the in- 
habitants of Africa, from their native shores, and con-> 
sign them ti all the torments of West-India oppression* 

Fellow citizens! is Justice asleep? Is Humanity dis- 
jCouraged and silent, on account of the many injuries 
she has sustained? Were not this the case, methinks 
the pursuit of the beasts of the forest would be forgot- 
ten, and such monsters of wickedness would, in their 
stead, be hunted from the abodes of men. 

Oh Afkica! unhappy, ill-fated region! how long 
shall thy savage inhabitants have reason to utter com- 
plaints, and to imprecate 4}ie vengeance of Heaven 
.;agatnst civilization and Christianity? Is it not enough 
that nature's God has coi^igned thee to arid'plains, to 
noxious vapours, to devouring beasts of prey, and to 
all the scorching influences of the torrid zone? Must 
rapine and violence, captivity and slavery, be super- 
added to thy torments; and be inflicted too by men, 
who wear the garb of justice and humanity, who boast 
the principles of a sublime morality; and who hypo- 
critically adopt the accents of the benevolent religion 
of Jesus? 

Oh Africa! thou loud proclaimer of therapacity^ 
the treachery, and cruelty of civilized man! Thou 
everlasting monument of European and American 
disgrace! "Remember not against us our offences, 
: rier the offences of our forefathers; be tender in the 
•great day of inquiry; and show a Christian worlds ihait 
thou canst suffer, and forgivef' 
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A Forensic Dispi/te on the Questiqn, Are 
THE Anglo-Americans endowed with Caf:4- 
ciTY AND Genius equal to Europeans? 

^ Ti /T Y opinion 13 decidedly on the affirmative of 

*i\x this question. In this opinion lam confirm- 
ed by sound argument and undeniable facts. 

If nature has lavished her favour^ on some coun- 
tries, and dealt them out with a sparing hand in others, 
the Western world is far from being the scene of her 
parsimony. From a geographical survey of our coun- 
try,* directly the reverse will appear. 

This continent, extending through all the diiTerent 
climates of the earth, exhibiting on its immense sur- 
face the largest rivers and lakes, and the loftiest moun- 
tains in the known world, shows us that nature has 
wrought on her largest scale on this side the Atlantic. 

The soil is neither so luxuriant as to indulge in 
sloth, nor so barren, as not to affprd sufficient leisure 
from its own culture, to attend to thajt of the mind* 
These are facts, which existed before the migration 
of our ancestors from Europe. The argument I shall 
deduce from them, to me appears conclusive. 

The soil and climate of every country is in some 
measure characteristic of the genius crf its inhabitants. 
.Nature is uniform in her works. Where she has stint- 
ed the productions of the earth, she also cramps her 
animal productions; and even the mind of njan. 
Where she has clothed the earth with plenty, there is 
no deficiency in the animate creation, and man arrives 
to his full vigour. 

In the application of these physical causes to our na- 
ture, there is an effect produced on the mind, as well 
as the body. The mind receives it tincture from the 
objects which it contemplates. This we find confirm- 
ed by the opposite sensations we feel, when viewing a 
beautiful and variegated landscape, and plodding oiir 
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course over a craggy way, or uniform, barren plaio* 
In these contrasted situations, it may almost be said, 
that we possess two different souls, and are not the 
aame beings* 

Those G^yects, which constantly surround us, must 
have a more permanent effect. Where man is doomed 
constantly to view tl\e imperfect sketches and cafica- 
ture paintings of nature, he forms a corresponding 
part of the group; when placed amidst her most beauti-* 
Tul and magnificent works, we find him elevated in 
thought and complete^in corporeal stature. 

I'hese arguments may seem fEir-fetched; but when 
it is admitted that Chimborazo is higher than Tencf* 
riffe; the Amazon and La Plata superior to the largest 
rivers in the old world; and that America abounds 
with all the productions of natiure in as great plenty as 
any counttyin Europe, premises will then be estab« 
lished, from which, by my reasoning, we ^all drai^ 
the conclusion that if the Aborigines of this country 
are inferior to the savages of other part;s of the world, 
nature must have contradicted her own firstprinciples. 

But the contrary must appear to every unprejudiced 
mind, both from reason and observation. It being 
panted that the savages on this continent possess ge- 
nius and capacity, equal to those on the other, lnJ^ar* 
gument is ended; the affirmative of the question 13 
established; unless those who differ from me should be 
able to show, that, by some process or rather paradox 
of nature, the mental powers of our forefathers Were 
degenerated by being tipansplanted to a soil, at least sfcs 
congenial and fertile^ as that which gave them birth* 

Should it' be any longer contended against me, I 
should still Appeal to facts, and rely on the philosophi* 
cal discoveries and mi; celtaneoUs writings of a FranCr- 
lin,the heroic valour and sagacious prudenceof a Wash- 
ingtoi^y the political researches of an Adams, the nu- 
merous productions in polite literature, inventions and 
improvements in thft. useful arts;-atid e^peciUHy that 
spirit of enterpriser which distinguishes our nati<te« 
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'%! Ibese I should rely to vindicate the honor of my 
cpuntry, and to com})at that prejudice, which would 
degrade the capacity and genius of Americans* 

A 1 have heard your argument with patience, and 
shall answer it with candour. It is readily granted, 
that there arc as large rivers, extensive lakes, tod lofty 
mountains, in America, as in any other part of the 
world;, but I am totally unacquainted with the art of 
measuring the capacity and genius of men, by the 
height of the mountains they gaze upon, or the breadth 
of the river, whose margin they -chance to inhabit. 
. Whether the savages of our deserts possess mental 
powers equal to those of other countries, is »as foreign 
to my purpose, as the Chimborazo, Amazon, or La 
Plata. I shall acftnit your premises, and look for the 
materials of my argument on a ground you have 
slighdy passed over, to confute the xonclbsion you 
have drawn from them. 

The question is, whether the capacity and genius 
of Americans is equal to that of Europeans? 
* Let us adopt an unexceptionable rule; ^^ Judge the 
tree by its fruit/' If «he litenuy productions and 
irorks of genius of our countrymen are found superior 
to those of Europeans, the affit mative of the question 
must be true; if inferior, the negative, without argu- 
ment, is supported by fact. 

Here the balance evidently turns in my favour* 
Europe can boast its masters in each of the sciences, 
and its models of perfection in the polite arts. Few 
Americans pursue the path of science; none have pro- 
gressed, even so far as those bold and persevering 
geniuses of other countries, who have rembved the 
obstacles and ^^oothed the way before them. 

If there chance to spring up among us one whose in- 
clination attaches him to the fine arts, the beggar's pit- 
tance, instead of fame and profit, becomes his portion. 
He is an exotic plant, that must be removed to some 
more congenial soil, or perish at home for wa&t of 
culture. 

It is fajr from my intentions to -cay any thing in 
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^derogation of those respectable characters, 611 whoift 
you rely to vindicate the literary Jionor of t)ur country* 
But what will be the result of a comparison between 
a few correct authors, the miscellaneous productions, 
' and casual discoveries, which we boast of a^ our own, 
within a century past; and the long and brilliant cata- 
logue of profound scholars, celebrated writers, and 
those exquisite specimens of taste and genius in thc[ 
fine arts, which have adorned almost every country 
of Europe, within the same period? 

This comparison would be disgraceful indeed to 
America*. It is granted, that her sons are industrious, 
brave, and enterprising; Wt, if prudent, they wiUcer- 
tainly decline the contest wifli most European nations^ 
when the palm of genius is the object of dispute* ^ • 

C. Different dimate^ undoubtedly have a different 
effect on the bodies and minds of those who inhabit 
them; and local causes, in the same climate, nnay be 
favourable, or adverse td the intellectual powers. 

A pure, temperate atmosf^re, and romantic scene* 
Ty, are productive of clear intellects and brilliant im- 
agination* America is far from being deficient in these 
advantages* The oratory, councils, and sagacity of 
its natives, prove that their conceptions are by no 
meai^s cramped by physical causes* , 

This being granted, which cannot be denied, it wiU 
be extremely difEcult to show a reason, why the men^ 
tal powers of our ancestors, or their descendants, 
should suffer a decay in this country, so favourable by, 
nature to sound judgment and brilliancy of thought* 

Instead of forcing ourselves into such an absurd 
Gcmclusion, we shall make an obvious distinction, 
which will lead to 'a conclusion, not cti- "Ogatory to the 
American character; a distinction between natutal 
genius, and its improvement by art* One depends on 
natural eauses; the other, on the state of society* 

With a well suj^orted claim to the former, it is no 
dishonor to acknowledge ourselves inferior to the cl* 
der nations of Europe in the latter* Consideringthetn* 
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^nt state of our country, and the nature of our gov* 
emnient, we have more reason to boast, than be 
sts^amed of our progress ih the fine arts. 

If not equal in this respect, toxiur hiother coimtry, 
we have made more rapid improvement than anyother 
nation in- the world. Our government and habits are 
republican; they cherish equal rights and tend to. an 
Ciqual distribution of property. Our mode of education 
hits the same tendency to promote an equal distribu* 
tion of knowledge, and to make us emphatically a ^^ re- 
public of letters:" I would not be understood, adepts 
in the fine arts, but participants of useful knowL&dge. 

In the monarchical and aristocratic governments of 
Europe, the case is far different. A few privileged or. 
ders monopolize not only the wealth and honors, but 
the knowledge of their country. They produce a few 
profound scholars, who make study the business o^ 
tb^ir lives^ we acquire a portion of science, as a neces* 
sary instrument of livelihood, and deem it absurd to* 
devpteour whole lives to the acquisition of imple- 
ments,- without having it in our power to make them 
useiFul tQ ourselves or others. 

I'hey.hav^ their thousands who are totally ignorant 
of /letters; we have but very few, who are hot instruct- 
ed in, the rudiments of science. They may boast a 
8]KallnunKber of masters in the fine arts; we are all 
scholars in the useful^ and employed in improving the 
ifprk^ of natiire, rather than imitating them. 

So' strpftg is pjir f ilopensity to useful employn;Lent% 
and so siir^ thfi^yreward^of those who pursue them, that; 
necessity, ^^ tb^ mother of invention," has reared but 
fe^V/pvofj^^iona) ppeti?^ p^infers, or musicians ^amppg 
ut* Tfiosf^.whp]iHive opcaQiQm^lly piirs9edthe iniitativ^ 
aits, ffQin (natural tQcjipatl^fl, have given sufficienti 
pcopf„ th^t jby^p-ii|]t|ien^, ourt .opacity ,an4 genius are 

BQt ii4pmrjlio|tl|f^9ie>oCEvi?PF^^n9} ^1^^ ^he encour^ 
raffemeptijtj^y:hay^ mp^ shqw^ ths^t/lhe i^irit of o^r; 
habits iaim5lgo.yer©m^t.tei|d r$tber tO g^per^ impmx^ 

ment in the usefuli.^bmfft^U^t^i^^tiPIl IH Jtfe^c«W?* 
Jpgatts, 
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sop THE. COLUMBIAN ORATOR. 

Extract trom an Oration, delivered at Bob- 
ton, March 5th, 1780; bt Jonathan Mj^son, 

. JUN. Esq. - 

' nr^HE rising glory of this western hemisphere is al- 
X ready announced; and she is summoned to her 
5.eat ahiong the nations of the earth. We have pub- 
^Kcly declared ourselves convinced of the dcstrucrive 
tjendency of standing armies. We have acknowledged 
ihe necessity of puUic spirit and the love of virtue, to 
tbc happiness of any people j and we profess to be sen- 
Ah\e of the great blessings that flow from them. Let 
ift not then act unworthily of the reputable character 
we now sustain. Let integrity of heart, the spirit of 
freedom, and rigid virtue be seen to actuate eveiy 
inember of the commonwealth. 
• The trial of our patriotism is yet before us; and we 
have reason to thank Heaven, that its principles are 
jsb well known and diffused. Exercise towards each 
. olhei^ ^e benevolent feelings of friendship; and let 
that unity of sen^ment, which has shone in the field, 
be equally animating in our councils. Remember that 
prosperity is dangerous; that though successful, *we 
Are not infallible. 

^ Let this sacred maxim receive the deepest impression 
trpon '5ur minds, that if avarice, if extortion, if luxury, 
and political corruption, are suffered to become popu* 
kir among iis, civil di^ord, and the ruhi of our coun- 
try will be the speedy consequence of such fetal vices. 
But while patriotism is the lefading principle, and our 
laws are Contrived With wisdbm, and executed with 
.vigour; while indiistry, frugality, and temperince^ 
ire held in estimation, r tad we depend upcto public, 
Spirit and the love of virtue ibr t>ur social happiness, 
peace and affluence will throw ihiAt steiles upoii the 
bmw of individuals; our commonwealth will flourish; 
our lafid will betOme a land of Liberty, ^and AME^ 
Rlt^A anf asylum for the oppj-essed* 

END, 
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